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able chiaracters, but to insist upon a pro-
perty qualification is an insult to the great
body of workers.

lion. V. Jinmersicy: What nonsense!
Ilon. E. H. GRAY: Very often the best

of people have not a shilling in their
pockets. According to Mr. Lovekin 's
ideas, Christ and his disciples would be
disqualified. There are men and women
who devote almost-the whole of their time
and money to helping others, and they would
be disqualified. It makes me wroth to bear
such a ridiculous argument that the posses-
sion of money makes a desirable citizen.

Hou. A. Lovelcin: Who said that?
Bon. E. H. GRAY: I guarantee that

buetter citizens are found amongst ordinary
people than amongst the wealthy. Maeny of
the wealthy are not fit to dlean the hoots of
hosts of poor people.

Hon. A. Iaovekin: Who used those argu-
nmeuts9

Hon. E. H. GRAY: That is the effect
of the argument of every member opposing
the clause, So long as there is a money
qualification, it is so insult to thousands of
decent citizens.

lion. A. Lovelcin: I never argued for the
money quialification.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Every member who
has opposed the clause ha donC so on the
ground that a certain amount of money goes
to m~ake a good citizen. I hope the clause
will he retained.I

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Qualifica-
tions are necessary, so that when the police
com~pile the jury list they will be able to
find men of some permanency of residence.
If tire jury list included mnen without stake
,r standing in the country, it would be
practically useless. I oppose the clausec.

Hon. W. H. ITSON: I resent the ira
potation that because a man has not a Cer-
tain amount of money, or baa to move about
the country in order to carn a living, he is
not as competent to be a common juror as is
a man possessed of wealth end property. It
is fallacious to argue that the possession of
money is a qualification.

Hon. A. Loavekin: That is not contended.
Hon. W. Ht. KITSON: It has been con-

tended thatt we would get a bigger propor-
tion of men of integrity amongst pteople
possessed of property than amongst other
classes. I challenge that statement.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Who said that?
Hon. W. H. KITSON: Dr. Saw said it.
Hon. A. J. H. Saw: I say it still.
Hon. W. HI. KITSON: A member who

makes that statement shows a very limited
knowledge of the average worker. I would
far sooner trust myself to -the judgment of
men from the working class than men
drawn from the ranks of the wealthy.

Hont. J. M4. Macfarlane: Surely soth a
man would have £50 worth of furniture.

Eon. W. HT. KITSON: There are plenty
of men who hive not.

Hon. J. 11. Macfarlane: Then they are
too urn-ertain to be available for a jury list.

Hon. W. H. K[TSON: If a mart baa to
move to another part of the State in order
to earn a living, is that to be a bar against
his sitting on a jury? I hope the clause
will be agreed to.

Progress reported.

Manse adjourned at 6.15 p.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.80
p.m., and read prayers.

WTESTION-NAIL WAYS,
OF TRUCKS.

SHORTAGE

Mr. E. 13 JOflNSTON (for Mr. Gil-
fiths) asked the Minister for Railways: 1,
Wil he endeavour to have it made possib]p
for settlers, sandalwood pullers, and others
to get trucks supplied on the Merredin-
Narrembeen line? 2, Is he aware that set-
tlers cannot get trucks at present?

The MINMSTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
filied: 1, Line is now being inspected with
a view to allowing Government trucks to be
run over same. Report should be available
in the corirse of a day or so. 2, Ample
trucks will be availahle, provided line is
certified safe for traffic.

PAPERS-OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

The SPEAKERI: I have here corres-
pondence relating to the opening of Par-
liament.

Tire MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move-

Tat these papaes be printed and be
laid on the Table of the H~ouse.
Question put and passed.
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QIT ESTLO0-N-COMPA <IES OPERATING
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

Mr. HUGHES (for Mr. Lambert) asked
the Premiier: 1, Is it the policy of the Gov-
erment-all things being equal-in pine-
ig orders for goods imported into the

State and not manufactured in Western
Australia, to give preference to local com-
panies with their registered offices in West-
ern Australia as against firms who are op-
erating hero with their registered offices in
the Eastern States aind paying taxation
outside of Western Australia? 2, If so,
will instructions be issued to the different
departments to this effect?

The MINISTER MOR LANDS (for the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.

ANNUVAL ESTIMATES, 1924-1925.

it Comnmittee of supply.

Resumed from the previous day, Mr.
Lutey in the ('hair.

V'otr-Mines, E60,698;

Mr. CHES80N (cue) 14-35J' I comn-
pliment the Minister for Mines upon the
very able and informative speech ho de-
livered on these Estimates last night. Many
of us are prone to cry down the mining in-
dustry, and to forget what it has done for
Australia. When gold was first discovered
in this continent people came here from
all parts of the world. Because of the in-
crease in population other industries were
pioneered. The hardy spirits who flocked
to Australia were destined to remain hero
and become permanent citizens. Most of
them have played a big part in our indus-
trial and economic life. They also became
nation builders. When we realise the part
they played in opening up Australia, and
what gold has done for it, we must surely
be willing to assist as far as possible in
the rehabilitation of the gold mining indus-
try. When gold was found in Western Aus-
tralia many of these early pioneers, or
their descendants, flocked to the State.
Some of those who 'worked for years on the
fields have now gone into the agricultural
industry and are amongst the best of our
farmers. As pointed out by the Minister,
these were men who made excellent miners,
and they have now become excellent far-
met,, e~ilplobying up-to-dote methods. This
is the tyv e of citizen that Western Austra-
lia requiires. We cannot afford to neglect
the mining industry. The Minister stated
that it had been responsible for the pro-
duction of wealth to the value of £160,000,
000, which was a big factor in the opening
up and development of the other resources
of the State. The decline that has been
noted has practically occurred since the
war. Most of the young and able-bodied
men working on the goldfields enlisted, and
veq- few of them have returned to their
old avocations. The conditions appertain-

ig to the industry are partly respon-
sible for this. In order to make min-
ing attractive, we have to improve the con-
ditions under which the men have to work.
Only men who are young and strong can
get employment in the industry to-day, for
it takes a great deal out of the workers.
After a man reaches a certain age he has
to drop out. Most of those who were work-
ing in our mines before the war hare sought
out fresh avenues of employment, where
they can get more healthy conditions and
surroundings. Another factor that has told
against mining, and has had a great deal
to do with shortening the lives of our
n-orkers, is the bad ventilation of the mines.
Yet another factor is the increase in the
cost of mining requisites, and of the cost
of living, which has meant an increased de-
mnand on the part of the workers upon the
industry. Miners cannot live on the gold-
fields without extra remuneration. The high
railway, freights and the Federal tariff have
assisted in the decline. The Minister said
that when our mines were at their best in
1918, the average value of the ore was 39s.,
but that it is now 53s. This must tend to
shorten the lives of our big mines and pre-
vent the opening up of fresh mines unless
the values are good. If we cannot work
ore of an average value of less than 58s.,
there must be something wrong. The whole
question should be gone into to see if an
imkrovcinent cannot be effected, with a viewv
to lengthening the lives of our mines. Con-
ditions underground must be improved,
there must be better ventilation in the
deeper mines, more sprays must be used to
keep down the dust and disperse the fumes,
and there should be greater regularity in
regard to the firing. If these matters are
attended to, the chances are the life of the
industry will be greatly extended. The
present conditions undoubtedly keep our
young men away from it. When wre con-
sider these aspects, we can realise why
young men do not engage in the industry
to-day. As to the assistance given to big
prospecting parties, I do not hold alto-
gether with what has been done in some in-
stances. Big parties have been equipped
and a large area has been reserved over
which those parties have been allowed to
operate. If anything is found to 'justify
good reports, that country is locked up for
a period and that gives rise to a lot of
gambling on the Stock Exchange in eon-
neetin with the flotation of companies and
so on, and the public are taken in.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Is it a lot-
tery ?

Mr. CRIESSON : Nothing has been gained
by those practices. If anyone buys a ticket
in a lottery he has a chance of drawing a
rize. When these big parties go out and

the gambling element is introduced through
the flotation of companies, there are
blanks only for the public. The advisory
boards and the State Prospecting Board are
doing a lot of good work in an honorary
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capacity. I do not say that because I am
a member of the Prospecting Board myself,
but the boards such as those at Kalgoorlie,
Meekatharra, Mt. Magnet, and so on, deal
with applications from men who have grown
old as proajectors. They are men that the
advisory boards are perfectlyv justified in
recommending for assistance, We cannot
afford to scrap stich men merely because
they are old. Those prospectors go about
their work systematically and are more
likely to open up and develop good proposi-
tions than younger men who have to ac-
quire the knowledge the older prospectors
already possess. The members of those
boards have the best interests of the State
and of the industry at heart. The Minis-
ter for Mines has always extended generous
assistance in dealing with this particular
phase of mining. Another matter that has
caused mruch vexation to the small mine
owner and prospector, has arisen from the
system of fines for late paying. I was glad
to bear the announcemnent by the Minister
that that system of fining had been abol-
ished. The same applies to the mortgages
over properties. Assistance can he obtained
from the Mines Development Vote for the
working of abandoned properties. In many
instances where assistance could be obtained,
no one will take over the propositions be-
cause of the mortgages. The Minister has
assured the Committee that that system is
being dispensed with, and that in itself will
he a big factor in securing the reopening by
prospectors of many abandoned shows. We
knowr the important part played by the
State battery system in connection with the
mining industry of the State. It hans bean
responsible for opening up many miniug
towns and many decent propositions. If
a show is being worked 20 miles away from
a battery, it is impossible to cart the ore
to the mill and make a profit on the trans-
action. The value of the stone would be
eaten up by the crushing and carting ex-
penses. If, as the result of developmental
work, a fair amount of stone is in sight,
there is always a chance of having a mill
erected. I compliment the Minister on his
commnonsense action in connection with the
Yalgoo district. Those interested in mining
there put forward a request for a battery,
but the Mi~nister did not consider that the
development was sufficient to justify that
course being adapted. As an alternative,
be gave them an onportunity to send their
ore to Cue, providing free railway trans-
port, The battery at Cue is connected with
the railway by a siding, and the stone is
delivered direct to the mill. Thus the Yal-
goa people will be under no mare handicap
than the men operating alongside the bat-
tery itself. The Minister also indicated that
if it was proved that sufficient ore was
available at Yalgoo, a mill would be erected
there. By the adoption of that common-
sense method of dealing with the proposi-
tion, the Minister gave the necessary assist-
ance without, practically speaking, any cost

to the State. Thus the people aes given an
Of portunity to develop their holdings. In
the Cue district those interested in mining
are more optimistic than they were some
time ago, One or two propositions are
developing fairly well. I wish to refer to
the position at Reedy's, where the Mararos
Company had an option over a proposition
which they recently acquired. A f air
amount of development was carried
out durling the currency of the op-
tion. On a conservative estimate
the proposition has been proved to con-
tain about 15,000 tons of ore, worth about
50s. per small ton. Treatment costs are
put down at 80s. per ten, so that it is
anticipated a profit of about £,15,000 will
be shown. I know the proposition well
and know the assays. I realise that the
estimates are on a conservative basis and
I am satisfied that the manager's report
will be borne out. Greater interest has
been taken lately in mining matters in
the Murchison district. With the prospects
of a railway to assist in the development
of the manganese deposits and of other
mining propositions, people are turning
their attention to the Murehison more
than hitherto. This has followed largely
upon the reports by the State Mining
Engineer regarding the values and possi-
bilitiss there. If the railway is pus.
through to exploit those propositions it
will lead to increased interest in various
hiurchison propositions, especially at the
northern end. Regarding the borings at
Wiluna, the reported values and size of
the lode are encouraging. The work the
company interested have done there proves
conclusively their faith in the field. They
are prepared to spend a lot of capital in
opening up and developing the bores be-
fore erecting expensive plant on the lease.
It is intended to put down a 500ft. shaft
and to do a lot of driving. If they are
prepared to do that it shows that they

kbavo every faith in the genuineness of
the assays of the cores. Other companies
also ae operating at Wiluna, boring on
the same line of reef. At present Wihina
promises to prove one of the best mining
fields in Australia. By diamond drill
boring a good deal could be done to assist
the industry in some of those old fields
where the results have been good. It is
a pity we have not more diamond drills
operating on abandoned fields. By that
means we should give a great impetus to
the industry, and so open up new markets
for our farmers. I again compliment the
Minister on the very informative speech
with which he introduced the mining esti-
mates.

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.2]1
At the outset I desire to thank all the
officers engaged in the administration o-f
the Mines Department, including the
technical officers as well as the clerical
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staff. 1 wish to pay a tribute to them all,
for never yet have I appealed to any of
them but 1 have been overwhelmed by
courtesy and an eagerness to assist.

Mr. Sampson: That is your diplomatic
manner.

Mr. MARSHALL: That ay be sio.
Unfortunately my f riend lacks that
manner entirely. The State is fortunate
in having in the Mines Department a staif
not only efficient, but earnest in ite desire
to advance the industry.

Mr. Taylor: But the same may be said
about other departmental staffs.

Mr. MARSHALL: I suppose other de-
partments are equally fortunate, but one
does not come into contact with them so
often as he does with the staff of the
Mines Department. I listened attentively
to the Minister, for I was desirous of
ascertaining whether, as the result of the
change of Government, there was to be
any departure from the old policy of
administration.

Mr. Taylor: It was a good policy of
administration.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not saying It
was not. The Minister made a comparison
between the production of wealth through
goidmining and through other industries.
His figures were highly instructive, but
unfortunately he spoke to virtually empty
benches. The Opposition cross benches
had not one member, while the direct
Opposition was represented by only three.

Mr. Teesdale:; Members must have
known it was coming on.

Mr. MARSHALL: It goes to show that
when members have an axe to grind they
retain their seats, whereas if they have
no axe to grind they do not tare to remain
in the Chamber. If the Minister for Agri-
culture were a member of the Opposition
cross-benches, those benches would be full
while the Minister introduced the esti-
mates of the Agricultural Department.

Mr. Angelo: Well, get on with the grind'
lug of your own axe now.

Mr. MARSHALL: I can see good use
for one nxe--the meat axe.

Y r. Teesdale: Remember that you are
not in a Murchison pub now.

'Mr. 'MARSHALL: We did ascerta from
the 'Minister that there is to be some depart-
ture from the old policy. On this I compliment
him. In the new policy there are two or
three features that will be very acceptable.
In the first place, the Minister proposes to
abolish fines for the late payment of rent.
Prom personal experience, I can say the old
policy in this regard was exceedingly vexa-
tious. A prospeactor is not a man to have
rmuch capital. Generally spsakin~y, he lives in
lowly circumstances. The Minister deserves
credit for having giving consideration to
those prepared to go but and battle in the
wilderness in nn endeavour to revive an In-
dustry- that has heen of immense value to
the State. Another point of importance in

the removal of the mortgage encumbrances
that were placed on mnining tenements that
bad been granted to previous prospectors.
Recently, 1 had occasion to get into touch
with the Mines Department on this point. At
that time it was not permiss3ible for a second
party to take over a lease that the first party
had mortgaged to the State, without carrying
that liability. In consequence, many leases
wo~re held up, other prospectors refusing to
take on the obligation. In amending this
system the Minister has done something that
wrill encourage prospecting. The Minister
spoke of inaugurating prospecting boards. I
regret that he 3id not elaborate the proposal
at all. Even now I am not quite sure what
his intention is. In my electorate we have
an advisory boartL 1 do not know whether
the prospecting board is to supplant the ad-
visory board, or to take up other obliga-
tions. I hope the Minister, when replying,
will lot us know.

The Minister for Mines: I will let you
knot now. It is to be a mining board, not
a prospecting board at all.

Mfr. MARSHALL: I regret the great de-
cline in gold production, although I look to
the future with siome degree of hope. After
.all, I do not know but what a great deal of
the decline has been due to lack of legisla-
tion. When first gold was discovered in this
State, mining was not necessary in order to
get it. The pioneers of the industry in a
large measure worked on alluvial or sped.-
men gold. They got it quickly and in great
quantities. Naturally, when we undertook a
more systematic method of mining, the pro-
duction had to decrease, unless we were to
continue discovering alluvial and specimen
gold in large quantities which, of course,
was impossible. The discovery of gold in
this State was the best immigration officer
Western Australia ever bad. It raised the
State from a position of senile decay to one
of flourishing prosperity.

Mr. Taylor: Senile decay in a new State!
'Mr. -MA.RSHALL: Whatever may have

been the matter with the State in those days,
the mining industry did very much to relieve
the position. There was no difficulty in
securing money to develop known gold-bear-
ing districts. That is where our lack of
legislation first became an evil. A company
that featured prominently, in the early days
in this State and are stil in existence, took
on in a large way the management of mining
propositions. The company were not the
actual owners of these propositions, but
mecrely, undertook to manage them on a cer-
tain basis. It was due to the basis that the
evil arose. I counld name several good gold-
producing mines that were closed down as a
result of bad management, not bad manage-
ment in the ordinary sense of the word, but
the arrangement for working was such as to
make it impossible to carry on without pick-
ing the eyes out of the mine. The Minister
miaht well consider introducing legislation. to
make it compulsory for companies to do
development work Proportionate to the
amount of wealth extracted from the mine.

1432



(23 Oc'rossa, 1924.145

I do not wish to raise any difficulties at this
juncture when the gold-mining industry is
looking a little brighter. The outlook for
gold-mining is brighter than it has been f or
years. Representatives of various companies
are traversing the known gold-bearing dis-
tricts looking at propositions with a view to
purchasing. For many years, unfortunately,
that sort of thing was unknown. To-day, if
a good proposition is offered for sale, there
is money for it. That is encouraging, and
I do not wish to make any statements that
may dishearten people prcepared to invest
their money in the industry. I worked for a
company-not now operating in this State-
untrokenly for 15 years, and the system of
management whereby a certain tonnage was
taken out to yield a certain profit, had a
bad effect. The management, in order to
fulfil their contract, did no development
work, but picked out the richest ore as
quickly as possihle and then shut down the
mine. The State, as a third party, should
safeguard its own interests, so that there
may be no repetition of that sort of thing
when the industry gets under way again.
The war was accountable for a great declins
in our gold production.

Mr. Sampson: Do you acknowledge the
reat assistance given to the industry by the
late Government?

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not despise the
efforts of the late Government; in fact, the
eid-Minister for Mines was a really good,
competent man. The war, however, did de-
plete the ranks of healthy miners.
Those who were becoming incapable
through occu pational diseases could not
go away, but the younger men enlisted
and many of them did not return to the
industry. Mining is like any other class
of work; those who follow it up become edu-
cated to the scientific side, whereas without
men of experience the industry must suff er.
The biggest setback that the industry re-
ceived was due to the increase in the Cus-
toms tariff. I do not know whether I am
in order in discussing the tariff, as it is a
Federal matter, but the tariff had a very
detrimental effect on the industry. The
tariff affected otber industries, but for them
there was some recompense in the way of
bonuses, rebates or relaxation of taxation.
The gold mining industry received no such
assistance. The Federal Government have
done more to retard the development of gold-
mining in this State than has any other
factor I can call to mind. Unlike other
industries, gold-mining had no hope of sub-
jecting its product to the law of supply and
demand. There was a standard price for
the commodity, unfortunately for the gold
producers, and while other -producers found
it possible to secure increased prices, the
gold producers had to work on the same
basis as in normal tinmes, when labour and
requisites were cheaper. It would be neces-
sary to revolutionise the whole economic
system to make gold subject to the law of
supply and demnand. I have one complaint

to make. The es-Minister for Mines made
some effort to secure a refund in respefl
of the several millions of money that went
into the coffers of the Federal Government,
or someone outside the Continent, as a re-
suit of the sale of our gold in the early
stages of the war. Mr. 9caddan promised
to make overtures to the Federal Govern-
ment to get some of this money returned to
the State, but I1 suppose he was unable to
convince them that they had robbed the
State. That, together with other actions of
the Federal Uovernment, has tended to damn
gold producing in this State. Those who
have been acquainted with the industry for
a considerable period know that there was
a time when gold-mining was regarded as a
very pleasant occupation. 'Years ago it was
not expected that the eons of miners would
take to any other occupation than that of
mining. This was the custom for a num-
ber of years. Owing to lack of sanitation
and ventilation, however, gold-mining has
proved to be a very unhealthy occupation.
Mothe-rs and children having witnessed the
awful effects of miners' phthisis upon the
breadwinner, the sons have not followed in
their father's footsteps. While the Mines
Regulation Act in a, large measure copes.
with most of the disadvantages, we still
lack power to get each mine well ventilated
and put into a proper condition, of sanita-
tion. Two eminent visitors not long since
inspected the wines on the Golden Mile,
and one of them, when asked to state his
impressions, said, "It makes my hair stand
on end. " That man came from a black
man's country, and it does not say much
for the progress of our mines in the matter
of sanitation and ventilation. I know this
matter will receivo the Milnister's considera-
tion and I know that the 'Minister, after his
many years experience of the industry,
will not do anything detrimental to the in-
dustry. I feel sure he will handle the prob-
lem welt. I advise some speeding up in the
matter of proclaiming the Miners' Phthisis
Act passed in 1922. I do not know pre-
cisely what progress has been made. I
asked a question recently, and was informed
that a ward at Kalgoorlie would be com-
pleted in the near future. Other require-

'ments may cause delay, but I hope the
Minister will press forward so that -we may
get the miners examined and take out of
the industry those suffering from tuber-
culosis. Another thing that makes mining
unattractive is the system of rising. The
Minister is thoroughly conversant with this
evil. I cannot understand why it is per-
mitted. Perhaps the Chamber of Mines
could tell us. The only reason I can ascer-
tain is that it is much cheaper. There is
certainly not a great deal of this class of
work done, but there is sufficient to spell
disaster to those who follow it up. The ar-
gument is often advanced that if a n&an
does not want to work the rising system
in a mine, he can leave the mine. The
miner, by reason of economic pressure, is
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driven to accept any class of work given
to him, or to starve. Miners would not
be Working on the Golden Mile at 139. 6d.
per day if they could get out of it. They
are compelled to remain there, and the same
applies to working the rising system. Mem-
bers will underutand what it means for
men to be working a machine Soft. or 4Ott.
up, while the whole of the product
of the machine showers down upon
them like snow. They inhale the dust;
there is no possibility of uwing water to keep
down the dust. The Minister should take
immediate action to abolish rising in nes,
particularly in gold mines. I wish to direct
the Minister's attention to the policy, under
the Mtines Development Act, of loaning
money to prospectors. A party of prospec-
tors at Meekatharra applied for pound for
pound assistance fromt the Mines Depart-
ment. This necessitated their mortgaging
their lease and all their goods and chattels
to the department.

The Minister for Mfines: Who are they?
Mr. MARSHALL: Liddle, Lynch and

Mctachlan. Then it was found that the
prospectors would have to foot the bill of
costs for drawing uip the mortgage. On top
of that they were called upon to insure all
their goods and chattels, although these
were practically indestructible. To get a
loan of about £120 from the Mines De-
partment under the Act on the pound for
pound basis would have involved the pros-
pectors in an immediate cash outlay of
£26. Naturally the prospectors turned the
proposition down, preferring to battle on
for a few more months in the hope of ulti-
mate success. Under such conditions it is
no use offering a prospector a loan. I have
always contended here that from a gold-
miningr point of view things bare changed
materially. There is not the quantity of allu-
vial and specimen gold obtainable in this
State as there was at the time of the first
gold discoveries. That is quite natural.
Ta order to encourage prospectors there
must be a more comprehensive scheme of
assistance in the matter of crushing facili-
ties and vater supply. There are numerous
propositions to which the prospectors can
barely hang on, for the reason that the ore,
when broken, line to be carted over long
distances to State batteries. I have in mind
a field of that sort, though it is not handi-
capped to the same extent as many other
fields. However, it is badly in need of
crushing facilities close at h and. Thus it
comes about that vast Avenues of wealth lie
dormnant. I listened attentively to the pres-
ent Minister for Mfines when he spoke on
tbe Mines Estimates in 1923. He conveyed
exactly what I world have wished to state.
This is what he said with regard to crush-
ig:-

If T were in charge of the Mfines De-
nartment, it would be my policy to erect
State batteries in every little field and at
strategic points along the railway line, so
that ore could be taken there, shunted off

the line, and delivered direct to the bat-
tery. I see no other way of helping the
industry, much as I support the action of
the Government in sending out prospect-
ing parties.

Those are the very words I now desire to
utter. I see no other wa~y of encouraging
prospectors than by giving them ampler
crushing facilities. There was a time when
sufficient specimen and alluvial gold was
obtainable to enable prospectors to cart ore
long distances to start crushing.

The Minister for Mines: Tell us one field
that lacks a battery.

Mir. MARSHALL: Quinn's Find, and
also D)iorite at Wiluna. Quinn's had a gooa
battery, but owing to the Lef coy Govern-
ument not having a man capable of adminis-
tering the Mines Department the battery
was taken away piecemeal to repair other
plants, even though the prospectors there at
the time asked, as the files show, for per-
mission to lease the battery. Again, there
is Nannines, which I believe at one time had
some sort of a battery. The case of Nan-
nine is not so urgent as that of centres
which are distant from the railway line.
Nannies fortunately can take advantage of
the railway for the transport of its ore.
But there are cases mn which the ore has to
be carted up to 30 miles. That applies to
several little fields in my own electorate.
It is in such eases that a State battery
would enable mining to be carried on pro-
fitably. The time has gone by when we
could exepeet the prospector to go out and
bang on for years waiting for crushing
facilities. The prospector now looks fo~r
crushing facilities and water just as the
farmer looks to the Industries Assistance
Board for help and to the Public Works
Department for key dams. As to the Peak
Hill State battery, I visited the centre
while the battery was in operation; and
I wish the Minister to understand that to
my wvay of thinking, which I believe in this
instance no departmental officer will chal-
lenge, the system there emplosed for tak-
ing samples was absolutely incorrect and
utterly unreliable. The Peak Hill system
consisted of an ordinary little wheel, re-
volving. Unfortunately, the wheel would
take only a part of the product. In order
to get a true sample of the tailings, as is
well known, the whole of the product of the
battery must be taken for a part of the
timne-not part of the product for the whole
time. I complain bitterly of the system
employed at Peak Hill. It may be an un-
fortunate syrstemn for the State, as it may
give a higher value than the tailings really
possess; and, on the other hand, the pro-
spector may be defeated by getting a lower
value than his tailings ac~tually possess.
That has been found to be the case. No
metallurgist will argue that if one takes
part of the product for the whole of the
time, one gets samples yielding a reliable
result. The matter having been brought to
the Minister's notice, the Mfines Depart-
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meat will no doubt attend to it. If the
same system obtains at other Stat, batteries,
it is difficult to suggest bow much the State
is gaining or losing, and how much the
prospector is gaining or losing; but er-
tainly the system is not equitable. The
PeakC Hill State battery looks dilapidated
and generally in need of attention, It has
many grave faults, which create something
like consternation amongst the prospectors
in the district. The tables, or '' - -Jlates.
were not level, but lop-sided, which meant
that the product of the box was largely
running down one particular part of the
plate. R~on, members will appreciate that
there is no possibility of getting amalgam
on the plate with that procedure, as the
rush of wrater washes all the hard or dry
amalgam dlown into the tailings. That is
where the great fault lies. The gold was
covered with silver, and therefore was not
amenable to cyanide treatment. Thus the
whole of it was lost, both to the State and
the prospector. The box itself is always
on the chatter, the holding down bolts being
very loose indeed. 'The bed love have been
lined, and show considerable signs of wear.
If the battery is not immediately repaired,
Peak Hill will speedily have a try for a
new battery. I do not know who is the
person responsible in the matter. 1 under-
stand the Minister means to revise the ques-
tion of amounts previously deducted from
prospectors in regard to tailings; but I
also uinderstand that the deduction is still 3
dwts. The Minister will be able to secure
figures not available to me, and probably
he will be able to explain why the deduc-
tion of .3 dwts. cannot be reduced to 2 dwts.
I bave had certain proposah transmitted to
me by prospectors who conte-ad tbat they
aire afflicted with a 3-dwt. burden simply
because the State battery manager suffers
from the usual disinclination to get away
from what may be termed his home port.
The practice is that a State battery man-
ager looks after two or three or more bat-
teries-as many as possible. Each manager
has a centre from which he operates, and in
that centre is his home. We none of us like
getting away from our homes; and if we
arc compelled to leave them, we return as
quickly as we can. That is stated to
be the position at Peak Hill, and the re-
sult is said to be that a large propor-
lion of the prospectors' tailings is rushed
through, and that consequently bad results
are obtained. Then, of course, there is
no opportunity for tbe prospectors to put
up a battle for a diminished deduction.
The general impression of the prospectors
is that it would be far more economical if
a special man were appointed to go round
from one battery to another treating the
sand. independently of the manager. .An-
other matter to which I wish to refer is in
respect of oil leases. I take strong excep-
tion to the areas which have been granted
under the oil sections of the Act. The mat-
ter has bees debated in this Chamber be-

fore, and the then Minister for Mines very
ably defended what had been done. The
opinions expressed by the thea Minister
have not been realised, For instance, it
was argued that the holding of an oil
license meant considerable expenditure of
m~oney in connection with the prospecting
work to be done. This class of prospecting,
it was pointed out, was vecry different from
the prospecting for gold or other minerals.
All I have seen happen is that one lessee
who paid £65 a year for his holding sublet
a portion of it and got in return £2,500 in
cash and so many shares in a company to
be formned in the event of oil being dis-
covered. 'In other words, for his investment
of £5, lie got that lump sum and an in-
terest in any company that might be floated
in the event of the discovery of oil. I
grant that certain companies have expended
money in prosecuting a search for oil, and
arc still prospecting, but it is quite im-
poss'ible for them to prospect the whole of
the areas that they hold. 'Many of those
areas run into h1undreds of square miles and
it is an impossibility for any single organ-
isation to carry on the search for oil effect-
ively and quickly over such extensive ter-
ritory. This kind of thing savours of
speculation, and it seems too, as if the
leases were being lIeld in order to keep out
the bona fide prospector, until possibly,
something turns up. The desire of some of
these people is to become wealthy rapidly,
just as one particular individual did a
little while ago. I hope the Minister will
try to do something in the direction of re-
ducing the size of the areas. In regard to
the assistance being rendered to prospec-
tors, I have no fault to find with the sys-
tem. B3y offering sustenance and provid-
ing equipment to men who will go out and
prospect the back country, the State should
reap an advantage. Having passed through
abnormal years, it is impossible to expect
prospectors to go out into the back country
unless hacked by the State or by indi-
viduals. Although I amt aware that the
Mines Department have done their best to
prevent overlapping, the fact remains that
it exists. By overlapping I mean one party
prospecting over the other. All the sMe,
that is not a serious fault, because we never
know exactly when a body of gold-bearing
ore passed over by one prospector may be
found by the right wan. But I do believe,
in connection with prospecting, there should
be a more systematic method such as bor-
ing. Take conditions such as those that
apply south of Meekatharra. It is known
that in that country there exist very large
lodes. I declare that hand-boring to a6
depth of perhaps 2Oft., with a hand bore,
is by no means expensive. I understand
that there is a hand-boring machine avail-
able in the 'Mines Department, a machine
that can be worked hy a couple of men.

The Minister for Mines: A Calyx bore.
Mr. M.ARSHALL: Such a bore would

not be suitable for reefs, but it could test
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a lode formation down to perhaps 2Oft. or
further.

The Minister for Mines:- It is capable
of boring 200ft.

Mr. MARSHALL: It might prove of
advantage to the Government as well as to
prospectors, if some men were equipped
with an outfit of this description to test
a certain class of country that is known to
be gold bearing. One particular line of
lode that I know of assayed near the sur-
face l~dwts. Unfortunately the locality is
some 80 miles from a railway. Th a case,
such as that prospectors could put down
the hore a distance of ifift. or 2Oft. to
ascertain what the lode formation was like.
This could be done in two or three days,
whereas, if they had to resort to sinking, ii
might take three or four weeks, and the
cost of that would he too grat for a pros-
pector to bean. If the information I have
received is correct, the Minister would be
well advised if he equipped a party with a
hand bore so that it might be determined
whether certain lode formations carried
values.

Mr. Chesson: The machines are practic-
ally ready to go out.

Mr. MARSHALL- I am glad to bear
that. Another matter that might engage
the attention of the Minister is the cost of
explosives used by prospectors. In this
respect I have had occasion to make over-
tures to the Minister on behalf of pros-
pectors in my electorate, and I would Eike
to know whether the Minister has come to
any decision on the question of supplying
explosives at a cheaper rote than that
charged at present. Generally speaking,
the prospector is having anything but a
very fair time. I have had occasion already
to illustrate what happened in connection
with a request made to the Railway Depart-
ment for a concession. The Department
courteously considered the proposal sub-
mitted to them, and agreed to make a re-
duction in the conveyance of a 2% ton
boiler to a distant field. The boiler was
required in connection with a lease that
was still in the prospecting stage, and it
coat somethiney like £25 to take it up. The
freight, I think, 'was more than the boiler
cost. When we consider these things, it is
little wonder that when a prospector gets to
the stage where he requires machinery, he
gives up his proposition. That is all I have
to say. I congratulate the Minister on the
able manner in which he introduced the Es-
timates, and I thank him for the informa-
tion he has supplied, for the departure ha
has made from the old policy and which
will relieve the prospector in many direc-
tions, and generally for the sympathetic
consideration that he has always displayed
towardsi the industry.

Mr. HERON (Leonora) [5.551: I desire
to say a few words on the Mining Estates,
though there may be little new to add.
The Minister has been associsated with
mining electorates and the industry for

many years, and he knows as well as we
do what are the requirements of the ides-
try. There is therefore very little a pri-
vate member can say in the way of offering
suggestions that may prove useful to him.
I congratulate the Minister on what he is
doing. He has taken a very keen interest
in the work of the departments under him,
and especially that which relates to miu-
ing. He has given sympathetic treat ment,
from the financial point of view, to those
engaged in the industry. I also congratu-
late the other Ministers who are doing their
best to assist this industry. The Premier
only a few evenings ago, introduced a Bill
the effect of which will be to relieve the
industry of some of that taxation which
has proved a burden for some time. The
M1iniister for Water Supply has extended
generous treatment to the goldields by way
of reducing the charges for water. A mat-
ter to which I have made reference on a
previous occasion, affects the Minister for
Railwvays. I would like him to consider the
advisability of reducing railway freights
so that prospectors in distant centr-es may
derive some benefit. ('Mr. Latham- Hear,
bear!) A reduction in freights was pro-
mnised at election time, and I hope the Min-
ister will be able to keep that promise so
that those -who are battling to keep the in-
dustry going may derive a little benefit.
A reduction on freights charged on mining
requisites, and on food supplies, might also
claim the Minister's attention. I am aware
that this is a big proposition, and that the
Government must have money with which
to carry on. But I thin-k there are other ways
by which cash could be raised so that a
reduction might be made on mining requi-
sites and foodstuffs, for the benefit of those
engaged in the industry in out-back cen-
tres. The Mfinister knows as 'well as I do
that a great number of those who are work-
ing in the industry are hundreds of miles
from the rail-head, and when they are ob-
liged to pay heavy freights on the -food
they consume and the requisites associated
with their work, life becomes very hard.
Not only axe the railway freights high, but
the charges imposed by teamsters add tre-
mendously to the burden. In my own elec-
torate, in the town of Law] ers, there is
a family who are carrying on operations
at a mine uder great ditficulties. Those
difficulties preclude the possibility of the
property ever paying its way. Therefore
I should like to see the Minister for Mines
and the Minister for Railways confer and
agree to the granting of concessions such
as those I have referred to. I congratulate
the government on having lifted the mort-
gages that have been standing on mines
for Many Years. Prospectors, small com-
panies, and small parties who were pre-
pared to work some abandoned show were
not willing to do so while these mortgages
existed. Some of these shows have
been taken up, and negotiations are now
going on with respect to others. During
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the elections the Government promised,
through the Premier, to appoint a Royal
Commission to inquire into the mining in-
dustry, and into the best way of assisting
it. The Leader of the Opposition has sug-
gested that we do not want the Commis-
sion appointed, and that goldfields members
are in a position to tell the Government all
they require to know, We have our own
oxpinion, and every mining man has his opin-
ion, but we may not all agree. If a Corn-
mnission were appointed evidence would be
taken and the whole question woula be
thoroughly sifted, and we should get a de-
finite expression of opinion from that body.
I hope thme Minister will make some an-
nounceinent on the subject, and that it will
be possible to Bnd some way of assisting
the industry. The IMinister should take up
the question of V4 bonus on gold being
granted by the Federal authorities. I know
it is a Commonwealth matter, but we should
set the ball rolling here. The Federal Gov-
ernment give bonuses to protect many other
industries through times of trouble, and I
cannot sc-c why the same thing should not
be done in the cnse of the gold-mining in-dustry. Some revenue could bernsaved b~y
the *jinalgamation of inspeetorial positions
on. the goldfields, and the money saved could
he spent in assisting mining. I have shown
the Minister that it is possible in some
eases for one man to carry out the duties
of a battery and mining inspector. I con-
gratulate th~e Minister upon having assisted
the inine at Comet Vale. The colimeany con-
cerhed is pireparing to nater the mine,
and I think very soon a considerable num-
ber of men will be ie-employed in the dis-
trict. Most of those that worked in thua
mine before think it will be payable, and
will meet with snecess under good manage-
mnent. The superintendent of the Sons of
Givalia mine will be in charge 6f it, and
I think will make It pay. I Ant not ns
optimistic as the iheamber for Murchison
regarding the establishment of State bat-
teries. I should be very pleased if I know
of a district I could recommend to the
Minister as being Worthy of a State
battery.

The Minister for Mines: So should I,
Mr. HJERON! It is all very well to say

that batteries should be erected here and
there, but we know they cost money, and
the 'Minister is not justified in erecting
one if there is no stone to be crushed.
Some districts are said to be deserving of
a battery, hut the Minister requires more
proof than the mere statement to that
effect, I compliment him on the stand he
took over the Comet Vale mine. Perhaps
he will be able to extend that policy to
other places. Ie might be able to sub.
sidise parties for carting their ore unitil
such time as a district proves that it is
desterving of a State battery. The meim-
her for Murchison referred to the three
dwts. production in evurniding. T have hnd
many discussions with the departmenta]

officers upon this matter. They think it
is impossible to deal with less than thin3
dwts. Sands, are being treated at a lower
rate than 12s. a ton, hut a considerable
ton nage is being treated and this ii
COUming forwArd regularly. It is, of course,
inore vostly to treat sands when the plant
is. u smanll one. There may be cruhings
where the sands are worth three awts.,
and other crushings may only be worth
one d wt. The department would either
have to shift the sands separately after
each crushing, or put the differen~t sands
through the cyaniding plant together. Inm
many eases it is just as cheap to run
through all the sandA as it is to separate
each crushing. Perhaps the Minister will
see whether it is possible to reduce the
charges for those who are putting sands
through. This charge has been a bone -
contention for many years and has often
been spoken of in this Chamber. On the
Add ress-in- reply I stated what I thought
shouild he done to help the mining induis-
try, and I will not go over the ground
again. The Minister knows as well as
we do 'what is required on behalf of those
who follow mining. Once again I con-
gratuinte him on what he is doing. He is
putting all his energies into the work, and
is showing his willingness to listen sn
pathetically to any t-eason able ?equest
made to him.

MAr.. TEESUALE (Roebourne) [6.10]: I
have been struck by the many occasions

os which members have congratulated the
Minister for Mines. I canscareely under-

stand that in the face of the decrease of
£2,310 on this vote. I can picture what
would have happened if the en-Treasurer
had cut down this vote, and what an out-
cry there would have been.

The 'Minister for Mines: This is the
sala~ries vote.

Mr. tEESDALE:- There would have
been a tremendous uproar, ad members
opposite would have spoken at great
length against it.

The Minister for Mines: This vote is
foe administration Only.

Mr. TEESDALE- I know the position
is such that the department have to be
very economical, whether i the matter
of salaries or ef administration. The fact
remains that this vote has been reduced.

The Minister for Mines: We are going
to effect mkore savings in salaries.

Mr. TEESDALE: We recognise it must
be dome.

Mr. Heron: I am advocating that.
Mr. TEESDALE: There are no griev-

ances in the matter of mining from my
district, for there is very little mining.
being done there. Every request I bar-e
made to the department has received
attention and sympathetic consideration.
That is the next best thing to making cLO
unsuccessful application. It is nice to be
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treated courteousli, for we can go away
with the impression that everything is
being done that we have a right to expect.
It is comforting to be able to say that of
a Government department, for sometim.'s
we do not receive that attention. I trust
that if I have to bring anything before
the Minister it will be dealt with sym-
pathetically, and if I make out a good case
I am sure that will be done. When the
late Government were in office we had :
little experiment in prospecting in the
North. Unfortunately we were unsuecel'-
ful, and the expedition resulted in a loss
of £200 or £300. I am satisfied that go
gold will yet be found in the neighbour-
hood of the locality in question, concern-
ing the track to whbich I was consulted.
I trust that in another two or three
months, when the weather has improved,
we shall be able to place before the Min-
ister a satisfactory scheme to try that
particular ground, and that he will give
it favourable consideration.

Vote put and passed.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Department of Agriculture (Eon. M. F.
Troy, Minister).

Vote-Agriculture generally, £69,058:
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE

(Hon. .. Troy-Mt. Magnet) (1.32): 1
do not anticipate that hon. members will
expect from me a lengthy exposition regard-
ing the agricultural industry and its pro-
gress. They are well aware what large
strides have been made by the industry in
Western Australia. Accordingly I shall con-
tent myself with saying that 10 years ago
this State's wheat production was 2,624,000
bushels, Of a value of £E940,000, while last
year the wheat production of Western Aus-
tralia was 18,920,000 bushels, nearly
19,000,000 bushels, of a value of E4,480,000.
Our oat production in 1914 was 464,000
bushels, of a value of £116,000, and last
year it was 2,846,000 bushels, of a value of
£471,000. The hay production in 1914 was
136,000 tons, of a value of £1,374,000; last
year it was 380,000 tons, worth £1,447,000.
The wool production in 1914 was 23,156,000
lbs., of a value of £788,000, and the wool
production last year was 42,815,000 lbs., of
a value of £4,134,000. Those figures are
sufficient to show the remarkable progress
that h~s taken place in Western Australia,
particularly as regards the wool and wheat
industries. Turning to the Estimates now
under consideration, I may point out that
the increased expenditure shown is due to
the establishment of two additional experi-
mental farmis, and to the appointment of
new officers. Hon. members will no doubt
have observed that the estimated expendi-
ture for the current Year is in excess of
the amount spent last year. That is due
to the two causes I have already given. The'

Department of Agriculture is almost en-
tirely comprised of technical officers, some
of whom are stationed in the city, and many
of whom are to be found in the country
districts assisting the settlers with advice.
Some of them have their headquarters in
the country, so that they may be in close
touch with the settler on the land and the
development of industry. The functions of
the department have been extended in the
following directions:-We had recently sta-
tioned in the North-West a tropical adviser
who was continually travelling and visiting
the settlers there. I desire here to express
my great regret that Mr. Wise, the
tropical expert, saw the necessity of sever-
ing his connection with the department. I
have read the reports of that young gentle-
man, and I do not think I have ever read
with greater pleasure the reports of any
officer with whom I have been brought into
contact. The reports indicated that Mr.
Wise was a young mn of scrupulous charac-
ter, and that he knew what he was writing
about-knew all about the subject on
which be was advising. Perhaps this is
not remarkable, because Air. Wise must of
necessity know something, apart from West-
era Australia, of the industries which he
was brought here to advance. Hle came from
Queensland, a tropical country, and he had
been personally associated all his life with
those industries which we hope to intro-
duce and develop here.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Has he returned to
Queensland?

The IMINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. After reading bis reports, I was struck
with his ability and his knowledge, and the
manner in which he approached every sub-
ject. I think that in him this State has
lost an officer who would have been of very
great value to its future. A viticulturist
has also been appointed to assist in the de-
velopment of the wine industry. The posi-
tion of apiarist has also been created, and
the officer filling the position will devote his
whole time to the industry' . In addition,
far greater demands are being made on the
time of our officers by the group settlements.
A light lands demonstration farm has been
established in the Wongan Hills district,
and that farm will engage in practical work
in the coming year. A considerable area of
the farm has already been fallowed, and
next y~ear crops will he sown, and the de-
partment will be able to carry on experimen-
tation there with a-view to indicating to the
people of this country just what may be
accomplished with our light lands. 'The
Avondale farm is further extending its op-
erations, and that must of necessity involve
a certain amount of expenditure. f may say
that the Avondale farm was runner-up in
the contest for the site for an agricultural
college. In my opinion it might have been
a better site: but, anyhow, a decision was
given in favour of Muresh. There are not,
I think, many people who will dispute the
selection made by the department and the
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Government-apart, that is, from people
who are disappointed because their own par-
ticular locality was Dot selected. I per-
sonally favoured Avondale; and had we not
secured Mureak at a reasonable price, then
I am of opinion Cabinet might have agreed
to the utilisat ion of Avondale as an agri-
cultural college site. Personally I do not
care where the college is established, but I
regard the Avon Valley, somewhere between
Toodyny and Beverley, as the most suitable
locality. Prom all the inquiries I have made,
I am convinced that the Avon Valley is the
best locality for the establishment of an
agricultural college which will serve all the
necessities of the people of this country,
and which will train the youth of this coun-
try to take his part in the development of
the vorious industries which may he carried
on here from time to time.

Mr. Sampson: When do you propose to
make a start I

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I told the hon. member at Merredin, where
he was injudicious enough to introduce a
controversial subject at a non-controversial
gathering. 1 told him then that the site
had not yet been taken over because one of
the conditions of sale was that Mr. Cotton
should take off his crop. However, we shall
start in a modest way. The buildings now
there are very suitable, and that is one of
the great advantages of 'Muresk over Avon-
dale. Mr. Hardwick, the Government Archi-
tect, in his report states that the buildings
now at 'Muresk could not to-day be con-
structed at a less cost than £,10,000.

Mr. 0. P. Wanabrough: Are they suit-
able for the purposes of an agricuiltural
college?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, though a certain amount of alteration
and improvement will have to be done to the
buildings. The Government Architect points
out that the homestead, which is
well known to hon. members oppo-
site, is suitable now for the accommodation
of the staff and the students, and that
it has been built in such a way as
to allow a second storay to be added with-
out any rent s;tructural alterations in the
foundations. Miresk has great advantage in
that respect, and also as regards water sup-
ply whivh other farms do not possess.
At Mfuresk there is an abundant water sup-
ply. There are on the estate two very fine
gardens, which are now being run by Chins-
men; and those gardens have supplied a very
large quantity of produce to the goldfields.
The gardens are cardied on in summer, not
on Goldfields Water Supply water, but on
the water which is abundant in the
locality, and good water, too.

Mr. Teesdale: I hope you have given the
Chiinamen notice.

The 'MIISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They go with Mr. Cotton.

Mr. Sampsoht: That has nothing to do
with -.%r. Cotton.

The M-INISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:-
The member for Swan has a bad habit of
taking advantage of social functions to in-
troduce controversial subjects, which
amounts to an cxhibition of very bad taste.

Mr. Sampson: This was no controversial
subject.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I admit that I can be as controversial as
any other person, and that I do not require
much encouragement, sometimes, to become
eontroversial.

Mr. Sampson: You don't require much
encouragement to-night.

The MINISTER FOR &GRICULTOXE:
There are occasions when controversial sub.
jects should be put aside. There is a time
f or all things.

Mr. Sampson: It was a very reasonable
question I asked, and I don't see anything
controversial in it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member has a. bad habit of intro-
ducing other subjects on such occasions, and
of asking why this has not been done, and
why that has not heen done, and why the
other thing has not been done. Why the
devil didn't he do them when he was in
offlcei

Mr. Sampson: We did not have the money
to do them.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I hope the hon. member will take my little
review of him in the best possible spirit.

Mr. Sampson: Yes; but it is quite un-
justified.

Tho MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Oh no, it is not!

Yr. Sampson: I don't think there is any
reason for it.

Mr. Latham: It is an unjustified attack.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Probably the member for Swan does not
know what is good taste and what is bad
taste. If he does not know, he must be
taught. The ''Agricultural Journal" is
again being published.

Mr. Latham: A very good thing!
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I do not profess that that was the work of
the department while under my administra-
tion. Publication of the ''Agricultural
Journal" was resumed by the late Govern-
ment. It is a very valuable periodical, and
it is circulated Aimongst the farmers of West-
ern Australia. It should he welcomed by
them, because it does not cost them a penny.

M r. Taylor: Anything cheap will suit
the farmers.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
One of the activities of the Agricultural
Department is the inspection of wheat for
export, and the department issue certificates
for weight and quality. During the last sea-
son this entailed a great deal of work,
4,091,000 bushels of 'wheat in 29 ships having
been sent away under the lepartment's cer-
tificates. It is noteworthy that Japan pur-
chased 8,1630,000 bushels of wheat carrying
the department's certificate.
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Mr. Latham: I hope you have arranged
to get a better La.q. figure this year.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
As regards seas'rnal prospects, although the
rainfall has been below the average, it is an-
ticipated that the yield of wheat will be
very good. I quite admit that in some
localities the average will be very low; but
that is due not so much to the season, as to
bad cultivating methods and to the fact that
there are a number of new centres where
the settlers have not been established long
enough to engage in proper methods. The
department are active in making representa,-
tions to those settlers and giving them prac-
tical demonstrations to enable them to re-
alise the value of fallow. Personally, with
some pretence to being an agriculturist, I
preach that gospel myself.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:- We had a very
large area under fallow last year.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
But there will be a lot more under fallow
this year-approximately 354,000 acres.
Under crop we have 2,323,070 acres, and
the additional area under crop this year
is 201,000 acres.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There are
200,000 acres more under wheat and 399,000
acres additional altogether.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am speaking of the increased area under
wheat. As to the wheat yield, I believe
that the- increased acreage under crop will
compensate for the lower average that will
be experienced this year. I am hopeful1
therefore, that as a result of this, our wheat
yield wilt be in the nature of a record. I
do not pledge my word on that point, but
I believe the indications, from what I have
seen, togother with the good season experi-
enced in the Mlidland areas, around tier-
aldton, and in the Great Southern districts,
the average will be much higher than last
year, and that, generally speaking, the State
will have a fine yield. I am glad to add
that the indications are that the price we
will receive for the wheat will be a good
one, and there will be returned to Western
Australia, and to the settlers, for circula-
tion throughout the State, a large amount
of cash that will assist in the development
and prosperity of the country. Our butter
production increased last year 20 per cent.
compared with the previous 12 months.
While we have not quite overcome the local
demand for dairy produce, if our group set-
tlements are to serve the purposes we an-
ticipate, our butter production should in-
crease considerably next year. I hope that
will be so.

Mr. Lath am:- It wilt be so.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

In my opinion, more wheat should be pro-
duced in the wheat belt, and also if the
wheat farmers were prepared to embark
npon those activities, they could produce
better dairying results there than in any
other part of the State. With the prices

of wheat and wool as high as they are now,
and the fact that wheat and sheep produc-
tion is much easier than dairying, it can
readily be realised that the farmers there
will stick to wheat and wool until such
time as necessity compels them to turn their
attention to dairying and other means by
which to augment their in-omnes. Factors
that will have considerable influence in in-
creasing the carrying capacity of our land,
are the erection of silos and the planting
of pastures. It is pleasing to know that a
great number of silos are being erected.
Speaking a few weeks ago with Mr. Plesa,
of Wagin, he told me that silos could be
erected at a very low cost. I propose to
ask the departmental officers to get from
Mr. Please his experiences regarding the
erection of silos, so that particulars regard-
iag the costs and other details may be pub-
lished in the ''Agricultural Journal" and
circulated amongst the farmers. If the cost
of the erection of silos is not considerable,
it will pay) the sheep farmer and the wheat
farmer to erect them on their properties,
because they can consere such large quan-
tities of fodder, and that will increase the
carrying capacity of the holdings.

Mr. Latham: The Wagin silos cost £100
to erect.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The average price paid for butter fats dur.
iag the year was Is, 7%Ad. per lb. The
value of herd testing has been recognised,
and practically all the breeders of stud
dairy cattle are now submitting their herds
to the tests. The average production of
cows tested was 319.5 lbs. of butter fat.
The frit crop last year dlid not equal that
of 1922-23. Despite that fact, the crop
was by no means a failure. That fact may
be judged from the statement that we
shipped overseas 271,592 cases of apples,
24,863 cases of grapes, 16,151 cases of
oranges, 7,162 cases of pears, making, with
other smaller consignments, a total of
318,887 cases of fruit despatched overseas.
In the ''West Australian" this morning, I
notice that Sir Talbot Hobbs referred to
the poor quality of fruit sold at the Wern-
bley Exhibition, some as Australian, and
some as Western Australian products. Hel
has told the people of Western Australia
that in order to keep up the reputation of
Western Australian fruit, for which there
is an unlimited market in the Old Country,
the fruit growers must see that the very
best quality of fruit is placed on the Eng-
lish market. On this point I would like to
inform the Committee that I had a caller
at my office a few weeks ag who had re-
turned from the 'Wembley Exhibition. He
made some very serious statements to me
regarding the manner in which fruit was
being sold in the Old Country. He said
that while the fruit was represented as
being Australian, some of it did not really
come from the Commonwealth at all. I
asked that person if be -would put his com-
plaint in writing, so that the Prenier could
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make representatious. through the Agent
General in London. Hie told me that
although what he stated to me was a fact,
he was not prepared to take any personal
action in the matter. He said that he
merely thought the information might be of
value to the Department and I regret, there-
fore, that I cannot give his name to the
Committee. There may be something in
those statements. I was told that the con-
tractor who sold fruit at the Wembley Ex-
hibition irequently did not have supplies
of the Australian article. When that hasp-
pened, ho bought inferior fruit elsewhere
and sold apples, for instance, as Australian
fruit. If that statement is correct-and I
was told by my informant that inquiries in
London would provide verification for his
assertions--some action should be taken in
the Old Country to see that Western Aus-
tralian and Australian interests are not im-
posed upon. Steps should be taken to sea
that our products are not placed in such
an unfavourable light. I propose, if I can,
to go into the matter further, and if I am
able to ascertain that the representations
made to me wvere correct, I shall take steps
to refer the matter to the Premier with a
view to the Agent General being communi-
cated with.-

Mr. Teesdale: Did your informant tell
you that the contractor was an Australiatni

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, he was not an Australian.

Mr. Teesdale: It was a ramp all through.
It is a pity the hospitals did not get what
they made out of it, for they made thous-
ands of pounds.

The MIN ISTER FOR AGRICULTU)RE:
At any rate, he said they were not Atus-
tralian apples.

Mir. J. H. Smith: 'You propose to intro-
duce a Bill to deal with this marketing
question.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is too early to speak of that yet. The
area under potatoes last year was 4,761
acres, yielding 17,830 tong, giving a satis-
factory average of 3.75 tons per acre.
There was exported to the liastern Stateb,
3,628 tons, for -which excellent prices were
received, returning to the growers £50,000.
I cannot predict that we have a hope of
similar results this year because, although
our crop is a good one, there is a glut in
the Eastern markets.

Mr. J. 11. Smith: I am told the price
is £4 a ton this year.

The -mINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The provision for abattoirs in the metro-
politan area has been far from satisfac-
tory. In one locality at Fremantle the
buildings have been widely separated. The
previous Government decided to Tease por-
tion of the premises of the Western Aus-
tralian Meat Export Company's works at
the port and £7,000 per year is being paid
as rental for the part leased. of that
£7,000, £4,000 will be returned to the Gov-
erment as portion of the interest due on

a large amount of money advanced by
the Mitchell Government to the directors
of the company for the erection of the
works. The premises have been leased for
a period of 10 years with the right of
renewal. All the Fremantle killing for the
future will be concentrated'at the Western
Australian Meat Export Company's works.

Mr. Teesdale: Hear, hear I A good ides
too.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We are making considerable alterations to
the abattoirs at Midland Junction. Those
alterations include the erection of chilling
rooms, so that for the future no mneat will
reach the public in the metropolitan area.-
until chilled. At Midland Junctjon we
are endeavouring to provide the latest ins-
provements. I have sent Mr. Gelding to
the Eastern States to make further in-
quiries. I -am told that the -most up-to-
date abattoirs are to be found there, and
it was thought the present was ant oppor-
tune time for that officer to make inquiries
with a view to the introduction in our new
abattoirs at Midland Junction of all the
latest improvements. A discussion of
these Estimates would not he complete
without some reference to the rinderpeet
plague that broke out in Western Aus-
tralia last year. It is well known that nll
claims for stock slaughtered were paid
on a fifty-fifty basis by the State and the
Commonwealth. Claims representing a
considerable amount have been received
for what are called economic losses and
these have not yet been paid. Eon. mere-
hers know that this question has been the
subject of some controversy. The claims
amount to £4,000. The State itself has
suffered a good deal of loss because of the
outbreak of rinderpest. The Common-
wealth Government propose to pay £l0,000
towards recouping the claims for economic
losses. We feel that the Commonwealth
Government should bear the whole of the
responsibility.

Mr. Teesdale- Undoubtedly they should.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

It has to be borne in mind that rinderpest
is no insgignificant disease. It is the worst
possible epidemic that could be Introduced
into a country. It broke out here through
no neglect of the Western Australian
authorities. It came from abroad, and tbe
Federal Government are responsible for
the quarantine restrictions. Tf the epidemic
had been peculiar to Western Austraiia
this State might have been in some degree
responsible, but it must be admitted that
whenever an epidemic that could possibly
prove so disastrous to the whole Common-
wealth, broke out, as in the case of rinder-
pest, it should be expected that it would
be recognised as a grave national respon-
sibility.

Mr. Taylor: Undoubtedly it was a
national responsibility.
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Mr. A. Wansbrougb: The Commonwealth
Government do not think so.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE;
It was, and is, a national responsibility.
There were few people who expected the
Federal authorities would take no part in
the control and eradication of this or any
other outbreak of disease likely to
threaten the whole of the Commonwealth.
Binderpest is not an ordinary disease.
Had it spread, the effect would have beenm
entirely disastrous throughout the whole
of the Commonwealth. People would have
been amazed had the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment stood aside and allowed the State
to take over the whole responsibility of
dealing with the outbreak. The Common-
wealth Government are not backward in
other directions. They do not hesitate to
step in when they so desire. They dupli-
cate activities and interfere with various
utilities. They insist upon creating de-
partments in opposition to and often sidle
by side with State departments. Here was
a great responsibility that the Common-
wealth Government should have been glad
to regard as their own, instead of being
content to indulge in pettifogging arga-
wents against the payment of a few
thousand pounds.

Mr. Taylor: It was the first time It Was
ever introduced into Australia.

The 'MINISTER FOB AGRICULTURE:
That is so, and had it got abroad there
would not have been a bag of wheat or
bale of -wool shipped from Australia for
years to come. Nearly every country in
the world immediately set upa prohibition
against the importation of anything from
Western Australia.

Mr. Sampson: The whole of the Common-
wealth might easily have been involved.

The MINISTER POE AGRICULTURE:
Undoubtedly. I am not going to say any-
thing regarding Mr. Watson Is interest and
activities in the matter, but I do object
to his endeavours to compel the State Gov-
ernment to carry the burden; ror in thes
beginning be stated definitely that it wns
a Federal responsibility, and that if the
Federal Government did not accept that
responsibility he would resign his sent.
of course, I did not ex-pect him to resign
his seat. Rather wvouldl I have seen him
retain his seat and use his best endeavours
to induce the Federal Government to live
up to their responsibility. It should not
be his part now to endeavour to invol ce
the State Government in that responsi-
bility.

Mr. Sampson. He certainly worked very
hard to save the State.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
He did undoubtedly. The worst feature
of it all was the Federal Government's
manking it a party matter. I give 'Mr.
Watson all credit for his attitude in the
first place, but I resent his latest attitude
and his endeavour to involve the State

Government. In the ''West Australian"
Mr. Watson is reported as saying-

Mr. Troy took exception to my urging
the State Government to arrange for
the appointment of an honorary board
to distribute this money.

I could not take exception to Mr. Watson
doing that, because Mr. Watson has never
approached the State Government on that
issue, He has not asked me to appoint a
board. But Mr. Watson has urged others
to get the State Government to appoint a
board, and that is what I take exception
to. Only the other day the Common
wealth Government, in conjunction with
the Governments of New South Wales
and Queensland, agreed to pay £68,000
in an effort to eradicate the cattle tick.
The Commonwealth Government can findI
their share of that money to deal with u
disease that was in Australia long before
the Commonwealth was created, yet they
Make a mouthful about paying compensa-
tion to Western Australia for the loss
suffered through rinderpest.

Mr. Teesdale: A fnr worse disease.
Mr. Taylor: They bare moure votes in

New South Wales and Queensland than they
have in Western Australia.

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRTCULTUE:
That is the position. The Commonwealth
Government bluffed members of the Federal
Parliament into accepting it as a party
matter. We all know what party consider-
ations are. No Government have the right
to make such a question a party one subject
to a no-confidence motion. However, I em
here, not to treat of that, but to tell the
House what the position really is.

Mr. J, Mfachalum Smith: Are you -pre-
pared to cut the painter, to secede?

The M%'INISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Of course we cannot secede. I am perfectly
sure that had the Federal Government not
waqde this a party question there was in
both Houses of the Federal Parliament a
mnjoritxv in favour of paying full compen-
sation to Western Aus8tralia. Now we are
told that the Prime "Minister declines to
create a precedent. Yet hie has alreadly cre-
ated many precedents. Tn this matter the
people of 'Western Australia ought to stand
behind their own Government.

'Mr. Taylor: You would not have said
that last session.

The MINISTER FOR AGEICTTTTTRE:-
Yes, I would. When rinderpest first broke
out I told the er-Premier that he ought to
view the position seriously. Hie will remem-
ber our discission in the corridor.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No. I do not.
The MINISTER FOR AGITTLTIJXE:

I told you in the corridor that yen ought
to drag in the Federal Government. I said
then that if your Government did not take
the matter seriously, if it was concealed-

Hon. Sir -Tames Mfitchell: Tt was not con-
ealed, once we knew what it was.

Mr. Taylor: No man in Australia had
previously seen rinderpest.
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The 3IINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
One officer diagnosed that early ease at
Belmont as rinderpest. I then told the ex-
Premier that we ought to drag in the Fed-
eral Government, because the disease might
get away and prove disastrous to the Com-
monwealth.

Mr. Taylor:,- I thought the Agricultural
Fep~artment acted promptly in the matter.

-The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They did, but they did not know for cer-
tain what the disease was. I felt from the
first that the position ought to be viewed
seriously.

Hon. Sir James MXitchell: It was viewed
seriously from the moment the disease wan
known to be rinderpest.

The "MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Apart altogether fromt individual owners,
the State suffered economic loss, for the die-
partment was put to great expense in tak-
ing measures to combat the outbreak. The
other day a number of members accompan-
ied me to the Morredin State Farm on the
occasion of the annual field day. I was
gratified to see there a. large body of farm-
ers with their families, some of them having
travelled over 100 miles in order to be pres-
ent. It is evident that they are taking a
practical interest in the farm. It has been
recorded that in America the establishment
of an experimental farm invariably in -creases the capital value of the land in the
district. This can be said also of the Mer-
redin State Farm, for what has been dem-
onstrated there has unquestionably raised
the value of farming lands in the district.
Ten years ago 'Merredin was recognised ais
being on the fringe of the wheat belt.
The Director of Agriculture informs me
that 'when first hie came to Westcrn Aus-
tralia be was advised to close, down the
Mferredia State Farm. To-day that farm is
one of the mnost successful in Australia, and
Merredia is no longer on the fringe of the
wheat belt, which now extends as far as
Souther Cross. This year, despite a
somewhat scanty rainfall, and with 'a
low September fall, the crops on the farm
are splendid, and will yield over two tons
of hay to the acre, with a promise of eight
bags of grain per acre. Last year the
average over 200 acres of fallow was 27
bushels to the acre, and this year, I think
we shall get very nearly the same. With
the exception of one or two small crops
grown to illustrate what may be described
as awful examples, the whole of the crops
are good, due to good farming. At this
farm also the demonstrations show the ad-
vantages of early fallow as against late
fallow, of early sowing as against late sow-
ing, and of heavy sowing as against light
sowing. The quaintity of seed we now sow
is at least a quarter of a bushel less than
was sown ten years ago. That lesser quan.
tity sown means a saving to the farmers of
over half a million bushels of grain, worth
to-datv above £100,000. Experiments are
beingr carried out to indicate the most
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suitable varieties of wheat for hay or
groin, and the most suitable varieties of
oats for grazing and other purposes. Our
exp~erimental farms are continuing to pro-
duce pedigreed seed. This is distributed
amongst the farmers, thus enabling them to
secure seed of the most prolific character,
true to type -and free of admixture. Such
seed materially raises the average yield.
Plant breeding is also carried out, by means
of which new varieties are produced. It is
pleasing to note that two of the most popu-
lar varieties of wheat in the State to-day
have been produced at the Chapman and
MVerredin State farms: "Nabawa," a mid-
season variety, at the Chapman Farm, and
"Merredin,'' an early variety, at the Mer-
redin farm. That 'wheat will be aL very
valuable cue to the State. It is also grati-
fying to know that the champion milling
w heat produced in the State this yar,
namely, "Carrabia," was a production of
the lerredin farm. This variety, grown
under the samne conditions as "CGomeback,"
of well-earnedt f awe, has this year exceeded
that variety i, milling value and won the.
champion prize at the Royal Agricultural
Society's annual show. From what I saw
at the farmn, this "-heat promises to be pro-
lific, for it produced 30 bushels last year,
and a plot I saw at Mferredin. will undonbt-
edly yield well. Coming to the introduc-
tion of plants from other countries, mention
may he made of two: Burt's early oats,
and Kikuyu grass. The former is noGw
grown throughout the State and is of unique
value for grazing purposes. The Kikuyn grass
is a striking example of introduced fodder.
The development of Burt's early oat will
unquestionably raise the feeding values and
wool production of a great many farms.
Kikuyu grass, which was first tried at the
Chapmn farm, is likely to become one of
the most valuable fodders for dairying pur-
pases in the south-west districts.

Mr. Griffiths: That was an introduced
fodder.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUTRE:
They all are. We demonstrate the localities
for which these grasses are most suitable,
and it has been proved that this is the most
suitable grass for our dairying districts. A
considerable amount of researchi work is
carried on at these farms. 'Members who
visit the farms know that the department
is engaged in continuous research work. The
value of this work may not be apparent, but
it will bring millions of wealth to the coun-
try by increasing production. The propaga-
tion of new grasses, of wheat and of oats
is the most valuable work uindertaken by
the department, for it will be of incalcul-
able benefit to the State in increasing pro-
duction and demonstrating how the land
ray be made to carry much more stock than
at present. I need not stress these facts
because members know that without research
work there would not have been the great
production of wheat and other crops that
there is at present. That is wI"- elviliged
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countries are prospering and advancing. I
hol e later on 1 shall be able to establish
other experimental farms in the more re-
mote areas. I have an idea that in such
places -as the Esperanto district there should
have been an experimental farm before
the railway "as constructed. We shall be
proceeding on the safest lia~s if, in the
somewvhat doubtful areas, we establish ex-
p;erimental farms to demonstrate over a
series of years how development may be
carried on. This is the first work in de-
velopmient that should be done. I hope
later on we shall hive an experimental tarn,
further east in order to show what the land
there c-au produce. Oil that farm Nwe
hope to breed types of wheat, oats, and
stock that will help the settlers in those
areas to establish their farms on sound
lines. I hope an experimental farm will be
established in the Esperanee belt, so that
that area may be soundly developed. An-
other belt north-east of Pithara. necessitates
an experimental farm because there are
great possibilities of development in that
part. I have spoken of the agricultural
college and of the possibilities there, but
since the college has not yet been estab-
lished in a practical way, I shall defer fur-
ther comment until something more has been
achieved. These Estimates show an increase,
but they provide only for administrative ex-
penses. If the State is to provide means
by which the department may not only keep
pace with development, but may march in
advance of it, expenditure miust be in-
curred. The expenditure shown on these
Estimates, I feel sure, is fully justified.

'.\r. LINDS;AY (Toodyny)f23 Iel

sonmewhat diffident about speaking onl this
vote, because it is hardly possible to deal
wvith agriculture without referring to lad.

Iwas surprised that the Minister for Agri-
culture did not mention in his speech the
fact of certain vermin multiplying and be-
vorviiag a nienave to thle State. I received
a loiter to-day fromt Mangowine, via Nun-
garin, as follows:-

At our monthly meeting onl the 12th
inst. the matter of the insect pests, piar-
ti-ularly grasshoppers, was brought up
for discussion, and the members th ought
that an Act should he passed providing
for the formation or insect peat boards,
with power to force farmers to poison
whecre necessiary, and to break uip all thei'r
(-lea red and rigbarlted country, as it is
there that the rests breed. I wvas in-
striteted to ask if you would kindly take
the matter up, as the mnembers think it is
one that brooks no further delay. C. II.
.Johnasoni. Bon. Elec., P'rim~ary l'rodue rs'
Association.

The other day the Minister for Agriculture
and I visited liencubbin and 10 miles north
we saw a plague of grasshoppiers. These
are not the ordinary locusts; they are more
of a. local pest. It is a peculiar fact that
they breed only on rung or partially im-

proved country, to which a certain amount
of sunlight and air has been admitted. They
also breed onl cleared land that has been
abandoned. We saw a 1,500-acre abautdoned
farm under 1.A.B. that was affected, and
three settlers surrounding it have been prac-
tically rulied. The insect lays its eggs at
this icried of the year. In a few wicks'
ltme the grasshoppers will be dead. Next
.July the eggs will be hatched, and then
will follow about six weeks of the grass-
hoppecr stage and another six weeks of the
flying stage. The flying stage occurs at
the most critical part of the Year, Septem-
ber to Noveniber, just when the crop's are
ripening, and great damage is dlone. The
letter suggests that the grasshoppers be
brought under the Vermin Act, so that
people holding country on which the pests
breed may be compelled to destroy them.
I hope the Minister will take attioni in this
mlatter. These insects will not breed on
farms that are carrying crops or are under
fallow. The Government should take steps
to combat the pest onl abandoned farms or
hland over thle farms to new settlers as soon
as possible. As to agriculture generally, I
have I too, preaching for a good manny years
tha.t better methods of farming should be
idorted. This is more than a question of
bushels or acres; it is a question of pro-
duaction per acre. In every neow country
farming is extensive and in; Western Aus-
tralia [ consider it has become altogether
too extensive. It is time it became a,
little nmore intensiv-e. Travelling through
the country with the Minister the other dlay
we Sn"- in the north and north-eastern paor-
tions where the season ]hind bleen very dhy
many crops that would not be stripped.
Amongst them, however, we saw cropis that
will yield six to eight bags to the acre, and
these crops afforded the isost remar-lable
illustration of thec different mnethods. of
farming. We have not Net got to tie limit
of agricultural extensioni, provided we cut-
ploy mnethods suited to those areas. The
.area of w~heat and sheep, country can be
gr-eatly extended provided we start right
and continue right. One of the troubles in
the past has been that jirobliblY 95 per
tent, of the reople who slttled the wheat
belt wvent on the lanad with the asistauce
of the Agricultural Bank T 1hey were pro-
vided with money to clear the land(l ndlcr-
haps to buy' A a drill ad a cultivator and
a tea-im of buses. Thme bank methods en-
couraged them to scrat-ch, and fin many in-
stances the settlers have continal to
scratch and have scratched thein-aelves into
debt. [t has been contendled that it is
wrong to wiake a man start fallowing in
those districts, hut we have the object Ies-

s-on this season that thousands of acres of
new land tinder croj, wNill not hie stripped,
because thle ien upon it started wrong.
Next year ti-er will probably say, ''We
lost a lot of m~oney last year, hut w1e must
gamble again and put the whole lot under
crop.' If they bad started right and fal-
lowved part of their land, they would have
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got some crop and could then hare con-
tinned without the setbacks they are ex-
periencing now. The State has advanced
about £11,000,00 tor agricultural develop-
ment, not including group settlement .
When the Government are finding practic-
ally the whole of the capital for this work7
they should see that there is more co-
ordination between the Lands Department
and the Department of Agriculture. We
have not as many State farms as we re-
quire. In the part alluded to by the 'Min-
ister, State fainas should he established be-
fore huge sumis of money nre advanced, in
order to ascertain the proper way to farm
those lands safely and successfully. Then
the Government should maite advances to
settlers, provided they follow the safe and
sound methods laid down. One of the
reastons for ninny of the failuires in the
wheant belt is attributable, aot to the
quality of land, but to the wrong methods
employed l y settlers. The 'Minister spoke
of an ergeriniental farm on light land at
Wongan Hills. I agree with that, but we
must understaod that there are probably
eight or 10 different qualities of light land,
and tiat all those grades cannot be found
on that one farm. Therefore it seems
necessary, before people undertake farmnitg
on those light lads, that we should ex-
perinient to ascertain how to deal with the
different kinds in the right way. We have
millions of acres of light land, and if we
could establish methods for its profitable
production, it would be a fine thing for the
State. Many farmers are waking experi-
ments for themselves, and that inforination
should be collected. There is to be an in-
crease in the staff of the Department of
Agriculture. When the State has such a
huge suin of money invested in agriculture
I consider the increase of staff insufficient.
We are settliing a large number of people
on the land, taking many of them from the
highways and byways, and a. lot of them.
will never t e suitable. It is not reasonable
to expect all to be successful. Farming is
becoming more of a. science than it used
to i-c, and whent people undertake the
pioneering of virgin land, it is a job
for the experienced man to teach thein whiat
to do. Although the experts of the de-
partment have done a great de-al, we shall
have to go much further. I hope it will
be possihie for us to raise our avrhage
yield to 15 hiusl-els per acre. I believe that
ideal can be attained if we use the right
methods. We must use direct action and go
to the farmer himself. There are, I1 believe,
only three offic-ers of the department tour-
ing the country and delivering lectures. In
the course of t8 years in my district, only
three lectures have been delivered by the
departmental officials. Even the lectures
are not the end of the business. There
should he men travelling around the various
farmsa assisting the settlers to solve their
problems onl the spot. The experts can do
man Iy things. There are iaspeetbrs at-
tached to the Agricultural Department and

tf-e Industries Assistanc-e Board travelling
round the various taorts from month to
month, but they are not experts. Probably
very few are farme~rs. There have been
somie good men amongst thenm, bbzt they are
not capable of teaching the settlers. There
should he more co-ordination between the
Lands and Agricultural Departments, The
Agricultural Department should find the
vxperts and work in conjunction with the
other department, ascertain what those
farmers, who are being financed by the
Glovernment, as well as the others, are
doing, and advise them along better lines.
This would greatly assist in increasing pro-
duction and adding to the wealth of the
State. It would also tend to reduce the
number of losses. Thpe settler would be
assisted to pay interest and land rent, in
which things they are so much iii orrears,
and it would prove a fine thing both fur
the settler and the 'State. I have ban
treailing a book by Sir HI. Plunkett on rural
life, lie exprcsses his itdeals in these
wvords, "'Bet ter farming, better business,
and better liv ing. '" I naturally place bet-
ter farming first. It is by better farming
that we can get greater resulits per acre.
It is by increased results per acre that
we can improve the position both for
the individual and the State. -Better
business refers to better marketing. Bet-
ter living means improving the standard
of comfort on the farm so that living may
be made lucre pleasant, anid people will be
utore greatly induced to remain in the
c-ountry. Western Australia is financing
practically all the settlers on the land, and
possessin~g experts to give advice, it should
be easy for thuj3e on the land to learni pro-
perly how to farm. The Government should
see that the- farmers are taught their busi-
ness if they do not know it, because of the
awuount of mnoy that is at stake. Some
years ago the late 'Mr. Paterson was giving
a lecture in my district, showing the far-
t'iors hlow to fallow, how to eonserve moisture
and how to consolidate the surface of the
grounid. 1 told him he had come too late,
that most of us had gone en the land
tilt-ougli the bank, that we badl gambled on
a 20-inch rainfall by our ntliods of farm-
ing, and had gambled on a 20-bushel yield
per acre by our methods of finance; and that
we had had neither and were up to our
ears in debt, with the result that it was not
possible to carry out the methods suggested
then. 1 told 1dm hie should go back to
Perth and lock himself in with the officials
of the Agricultural Bank, tell them how
farmnihg should be done, and show them a
way- of putting some scheme into operation
that would improve the positiou. In reply to
mny remarks he stated that they were bring-
ing the Industries Assistance Board inspec-
tors to Perth and giving them a fortnight of
lectures, aftenwards seadinq them out to
teach the settlers how to farm. That was
the result of the ease I put up to Mr. Pater-
son. I know that :farming methods could be
greatly improved. It would be a fine thing,
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not only for the individual but for the
State, if the average yield could be increased
to 15 bushels, It is remarkable that event
around the Merredin State farm we see some
very poor crops, particularly those that have
beeit scratched in. On the State farm, how-
ever, the crops appear to be as fine this
year as in any other year, although the rain-
fail has been only 750 points. At Beacubbin
experimental plots have been laid down by
the Agricultural Department, and these
would go up to six or seven bags to the
acre. This shows that the lepnrtment is do-
ing a great deal of good by laying out ex-
periinati plots in the various districts.
Field days have been held at Bencubbin and
Merredin, and it has been demonstrated to
farmers what can be done with the land. The
State farm is doing a great deal of good
in the matter of breeding wheat. A few
years ago the old-fashioned varieties were
grown. The farmers used to keep the seed
for years, and it would get full of dirt and
weeds, and would deteriorate in quality. It
is now possible to send to the Merredin or
Chapman State farms, and obtain good seed
wheat with which to improve one's own
strain. The department is also breeding
wheat suitable for the dry districts. This
should also assist in increasing the yield. I
hope the Committee wili agree to the in-
crease in the vote. I am sorry it is not
greater, for any increased expenditure in
disseinnating expert knowledge in the agri-
cultural districts will be retnrned a hundred-
f old to the State.

Mr. GIFPFITLS (Avon) [8.35]: I have
reeentl v visited lihe State, farm at -Merredin,
and v-an bear out to the last word the report
tlhe 'Minister pac7e of whatt Nas been done
there. When the M1inister told us about
the good work that had been done at the
farm I was reminded of n-bat was said to
mn n many occasions, when T was told that
it weas all t-er- n-eli to talk of getting
fine crops there, but that people must re-
iiiember that the farm had the Treasury be-
hind it and all hnt money to fall hack uipon.

The 'Minister for Lands: That does a lot
of good.

Mr, ORIpFITIS: Hon. members please
listen and do niot misuderstand me. The
State farm, has paid for its-If. After pro-
vidliZ interest, sinking fund and upkeep
it has thown a small profit and an immense
aimnt of experimental work of a most valu-
able nature has been done? there. I was
astonished to find that over an area of 4%
acres there are 23 miles of rows of experi-
mental plots, containing hundreds of dif-
ferent varieties of wheat. The actual num-
her of rows is 2,458. A great deal of very
valuahle detailed work is being carried out
there apart from the large nmber of seed
wheats that are being grown. It is difficult
to alenlntc the benefits to be derived in the
surrounding districts front bharing wheat
--rown there that is free from weeds or

foreieyn grain, and that has been proved to
be a success there. I have seen crop after

crop, raised fromn clean seed, planted in well
worked ground, that has been an object les-
son to all beholders. During the last five
years there has been a wonderful. change in
the f-arm, It used to be covered with wild
cats, weeds and rubbish, but Mr. Langfield
has c-hanged that. The place was looked
u] oin as :a joke by t he surrounding farmers,
lbnt to-day they refer to it as '"our farm."
They are beginning to reaLe that it is be-
ing vondurted on sound, user-il and business-
like lines. It lip doing a wonderful work of
investigation. 'Now in reg-ard to the Agri-
cultural College, when - I tabled a motion
asking f or an investigation to be made eon-
-crning the inquniry into the Avon River,
the Minister and muembers may bave thought
I was trying to bring op some sort of
a eidemie dliscussion. One member said I was
looking for advertisement.

'Mr. Taylor: Someone accused me of lime-
lighting.

Mr-. GRIFFITHS6: The Minister control-
ling the department, now that he has the
matter of the agricultural college well ad-
vanced, would be wise to go into the mat-
tt-r to see whether something could not be
donec to decrease the salinity of the water
in thne Av-on River. There are pools in the
Avoca Valley, some of which are salt and
acute of which are only slightly salt. A
good deal of the trouble is caused by the
overflow after the winter rains from Lake
Quagapin. The entrance of the lake at
Qunlyerdlerry is eight feet wide, and the
Avon River pouirs a great volume, of water
into it during flood time. At the end of the
winter, having picked up tons of salt in
solution, when the big floods hare gone,
these waters slowly come out of the lake,
andl poison tine pools down below. This
rear some residents hanve bagged uip the
mouth of the lake, and hare been able to
keep this saline water away. The pools
this year n-ill be fit for stock to drink
from. Onle memnber of the Legislative Coun-
cil has a holding close by, and is very in-
terested in seeing something done.

Mr. Taylor: It is a, salt lake J suppose.
Mr. CRIFFITJIS: Yes. The water picks

up the salt in 'solution, ani at a time whben
it can do mos4t damage in the way of
poisoning the poohs, it runs out again. I
hud in mind thep possiblity of the agrieni-
tarnil college being somewhere near the
Avon River. It n-as prognosticated that
it n-ould be near Barges' Siding, hut it is
nearer tine main eastern line than that,
namely, Iluresk. It is in the vicinity of
the Avon River. To orereome the saline
trouble I hare referred to, only a small ex-
penditure wold be required at a spot above
Beverley, It is quite true that generally
speaking our settlers are not farming on
the best lines. The member for Toodyay
hans proved the value of well worked fallow on
his own farm. Better methods of cultivation
will mean a large increase in the average
yield per acre. Ifr. Sutton's objective is
to reach a. yield of 15 bushels to the acre.
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In the Avon district this year we have
:19,817 acres under wheat, thle average on
a con41'rvative estimate being 107 1 bushels.
This will runL into something over four miu-
Rion bushels. If the average were 13
bushels to the acre, equal to another 4
bushels, it wvould mcIfte an increase of
1,758,6ItC bushels. Tue figures are tremen-
dous, applying as they do to only one elec-
torat&, only one section of the great wheat
belt. I can well understand the interest
taken by the inetuber for Toodyny in stress-
ing what better cultivating methods are
going to do0. In his own electorate in the
Muekenbuden area he has stressed that un-
fallowed crops will prove a failure in light
rainfall years, whereas fallowed crops, in
the same al-parently drought-striken area,
are as good as can be seen. It proves that
tihe cry of miany j euple Clint the distriet
''north of thle like'' is no good, has no
foundation. On the fallowed land the crops
are everything that could be desired. At
Walgoolin, whitcl is in the outside area, the
cro1 , are lookinig splendid. It is true tle
settlers there have had a little more rain,
which was most fortunate, as the crops
wvere merely scratt-hed in. We are endeav-
ouring to get our new Governor to open
our wvater scheme, mid I ho-pe thnt on the
occasion in question the Premier and as
many as possible of his -Ministers willecome
along to see what a fine belt of country is
being opened up. I had intended to read
something about what is being done in Vic-
toria, but perhaps hon. members will be
willing to take it as read. I commend the
Minister for Agriculture for his expressed
intention to initiate in the near future a
system of investigation and study. Fur-
ther east in the wheat belt an experinmental
farm may be opened up. At Westonia not
so long ago a block of land was reserved
with the idea of experimenting with cer-
tain grasses and cereals, but it was allowed
to drop. There are problems to be solved
out east, and that is why in my opinion
the agricultural college should have been
established further east. However, the
Minister and his advisers have thought
otherwise. We should be grateful that we
have the Merredin State Farm, wbich
is doing excellent work. I shall be
very glad to see an extension of
that work in the eastern area.

r.SAMPSON (Swan) [9.41 1 regret
that the "Minister for Agriculture thought
it necessary to admonish ine in respect of
something which is alleged to have occurred
at Merredia. I have considered the matter,
and I cannot recall in what way I offended.
The 'Minister, I think, has been ultra-sen-
sitive over the matter; and his appreciation
of the demands of etiquette might perhars
have suggested to him that since the offence
could not have been very serious, the more
generous way would have been to pass it
ovrer. Evidently s9omething was said, but
what it was I am rnable to remember. How-

ever, the Minister has expressed himself as
being offended in regard to the matter.
Turning to the vote, I note with great
pleasure that the Premier in delivering his
Budget expressed the bope of being able to
toul-.ly with the wish expressed by myself,
by introducing -next session a fruit market-
ing measure. I am glad, too, to have the
assurance of the Minister for Agriculture
in this connection, and to learn that a fruit
miarketing Bill on the lines of the Queens-
land measure is to be introduced not later
than next session. Indeed, from the Pre-
udier 's answer to a question, I understand
that if it is at all possible the Dill will be
introduced dluring tile present session. I
ht~e that will prove to be the ease, becnuie
undoubtedly our fruit growers are in a very
difficult position, a position so frequently
ventilated here that to refer to it in par-
ticular terms at this juncture is not justi-
fied. On last year's Estimates an amount
of £C100 was provided for the Citrus Grow-
ers' Association. Though not large, the
grant was highly appreciated. 'While not
very much benefit has resulted, the grant
did permit of sonic effort being made to
give the citruls growers an opportunity of
going I nto the question of marketing. r
know one citrus grower who sent away some
hundreds of cases of navel oranges, which
u-ere first class when shipped. Tinfortun-
ntely, however, they arrived in bad condi-
tion; and the result was that the consigadr.
instead of getting a monetary return, re-
ceived a debit note. This year the sameo
grower has suffered a. similar misfortune,
andi so have ninny other growers. One in-
stance brought under-my notice was that uf
a grower who sent away 60 bushels of navel
oranges and netted the sum of £6.

M-Nr. R B. Johnston: Yet they are retailed
at 2s. 60. and 3s. per dozen.

-Mr. SAMTPSON: The price I mentioned
was the price secured for fruit sent oveisca.
It is in that direction that the greatest
consideration of the department and of all
others interested should he applied. Fruit
marketing undoubtedly is a most difficti
matter. Whether oranges have been sent
away uneared or in a damp state, I am un-
able to say. But clearly there is something
in the atmospheric conditions at the time
of packing that brings about the very hail
resuilts secured. Personally T believe that
is the reason why fruit lands in such bad
condition at Home and consequently realises
so poor a price. In the Agricultural De-
partment we have very earnest officers. In-
deed, time after time we have heard Mtrn
Wickens andi Mr. Sutton and other officers
congratulated. I consider that they are de-
serving of all praise. But, perhaps, in ad-
dition of the work of the Atrricultural De-
partment, the assistance of the University
might be given. I know that in Queens-
land the Brisbane university bss been re-
quested to assist, and that its assistance is
beingv given. In that way various pests nre
dealt with., and various difficulties are over-
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come, especially as regards shipping abroad.
.An immnense deal at research -work is re-
qguired in regard to retrigeration. We know
that otten fruit which was in good condition
when shipped, arrives in the Old Country
in a Lad state. It is apparent that the sys-
temn of ventilation, which is so essential, is
not thorough, In addition, there are grave
misgivings respecting the maintenance of
a uniform temnperature. Apart from those
matters, I believe our university could ren-
der great service. In view of the difficulties
which citrus growers have to face, I regret
that last Year's special grant of £100 is not
continued this year.

The Minister for Agriculture: It was
oniy a special grant, and it has not been
askied. for ngain.

Mr. SAMPSON: I can assure the Minis-
ter that if it is merely a matter of making
a request, that deficiencey wvill readily he
supplied.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is too
late now. The grant was a special grant,
and not an annual one.

M1r, SAMPSOIN: I referred to it as a
areciat grant.

The Minister for Agriculture:. We cannot
subsidise these people all the time.

Mr. SAMPISON: I do not look upon the
grant ais a subsidy to those particular peo-
ple, hut as some encouragement towards tile
work of research and the other work which
the growers have to face.

The Mlinister for Agriculture: We wvill
give them an nrganisation measure lnter.

Mr, SHAM.PSON: It is with me, and it
will h e with the citrus growers, a matter of
regret that the small amount is not being
granlted this year.

The 'Minister for Lands: It was asked for
only last year.

MNT-. SAMIPSON: I take it that it will
be competent for the growers to put u1p at
request again, and that the request will hie
considlered.

The 'Minister for Agriculture; No. It
was :' 5I~f-ial grant just for once.

MIr. SAMIPSON: r feel sure that a re-
quest wvill be made.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: The grant
must not become an aunnal one, because
that would he unreasonable.

Mr. SAMIPSO'N: The lot of the citr-iq
growers is very hard, and any help which
can he riven murt be given, otherwise the
grnwr Vs re-nnet afford to continue produc-
tion. Eighteen months ago ain Interstate
conference of 'Ministers of Agriculture andl
fruit growers was held in Perth, and that
conference decided that in the interests of
the fruit growing industry, a, complete cen-
sus of areas rlanted with fruit, showing1
also the varieties planted, should be taken.
fn the interests of frilit growers, that con-
ference erried a resolution that a eensi's
would enable the Commonwealth and State
Governments to mnake inquiries into various
matters affecting the fruit growers. The
oversea marketing of both fresh and dried

fruits could be considered, ad, in addition,
the growers themselves would be advised
as to the class and variety of trees that
could with -advantage be planted. I am
not aware whether the forms have been

wosued Yet. If they, have nt been issued, I
wudlike to emphasise to the IMinister the

tact that it will be in the interests of the
industry if that information be secured and
tabulated.

The Minister for Agriculture: It Was
agreed at a conference that the Federal
(lovernient should hear the cost of this
work. Immediately it w"as started, the Fed-
eral authorities threw the responsibility for
the cost of the work on to the States.

Mr. SAMJPSON: I am sorry that the
Conmnonwealth Government are not living
up to their obligations.

The Mfinister for Agriculture: I will show
you the files if you like!

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not doubt the Min-
ister for a moment. I regret that is the
position. The information would be of
great value. If the growers had particulars
showiag thu comparative yields, how the
fruit iias marketed, the prices secured, and
so on, they would have information on which
to ItaRse their decisions regarding futuire
plantings. The number for Tood-vny (Mr.
Linidsay) referred to sonie of the difficulties
confronting wheat growers regarding sand
pidnf and wodgil country. I had thle plea-
sure somec days ago of traversing 60 or 70
miles of country 10 the Merredin district.
I can endoirse the remiarks of t1w memnher
for Tuodyny respecting the difficulties in
dealing with wodgil country. A deputation
naited Lin the Miniitr at 'Merirdini and
discussed this matter. IT hope a definite de-
cision will be reached soon regurding an
alteretion in tihe conditions respel-ting that
claps of country. Unquestionably the con-
tinuancve of those areas in their present
state constitutes a menace to the wheat
grower anid stock raiser. Those areas he-
conic liarliours for dogs and other vermin
and, in. addition, help in the direction Of the
greater development of the grasshopper
nuisance.

The Minister for ILands: That matter
u-as dealt withi on thep Estimantes last night.

Mr. %1larshall: You hare hopped in a
little late, brother.

Mr. ANCOrLO (Gaseoivne) 19.4]: The
Vote shows an increase th~is Year of £9,397.
I do not cavil at that increase. Of all the
publlic dvpnrtments, that of agriculture is
really the niost important, for it finishes
off the work of all other departmients. The
I qrds Department, for instance, has to
settle people and place returned soldiers on
the land, and has to find holdings for mi-
granets as well.

The Minister for Lands: And find the
mlorles also.

Mr. ANGELO: What would be the ulti-
mnate result unless those settlers and mi-
grants had the very best advice possible

1468



[23 OcrOinxR, 1924.]149

fronm the Agricultural Depanrtmient. f t is
essential that we should keep up the calibre
of our experts so that they may give the
most ip-to-date advice to new settlers,'
directing thcem how to deal with the land.
It is pleasing to note that tho two chief
items showing increases are tltosc for ex-
pevrhuental purposes. One refers to the
experimental State farms, of the good work
of which, we havye heard much this evening.
I endlorse all the 'Minister said regarding
the Me redin State Farm, and the Minister
hlas inlirated the good work achieved ott the
t'bapit an Flute Farm where a new type of
wheat l.,y breen bred that has neant so much
to the State. The other item showing an
inerense provides for experimtental plots in
the North-West. Provision in that direction

ais been kcln yed far too long. We have a
huge territory in the N.orth-West and we do
not know what it is capable of doing. It
is only by the provision of explerimenttal
plots and the carrying out of investigations
thait we shall he afble to say what the North-
West wiill produce later on. I aun pleased
to find thnt the agricultural college question
has been settled at last. That, too, is a
!Irrnjee t that has been delayed far too long.
The delay in that direction lies, I am afraid,
lnst to Western Australia a great nmany of its
best and brainiest lads,. I do not find fault
with the operations of the tniversity, but
we ennimot idle the faet Unit ninny of our
lbrainiest lads have studied at the UniversitT
for the engineering and othe, professions.
The result has been that we have not been
able to absorb them and they have gone
elsewhere in order to secure a living. 'With
an agricultural college it will be different.
If we can induce lads of the calibre I have
mentioned, to take up the study of agricul-
ture, we shall be able to absorb them with-
out any difficulty. The hugv, dimensions of
the State will enable us to absorb them for
many decades to come. I was pleased in-
deed to hear the Minister for Agriculture
urging the farmers at Merredin to turn their
attention to sheep. That question is of vital
importance to the State and should have
received attention long ago. Let me quote
to the Committee statistics showing the
number of sheep carried in Western Aus-
tralia to the square mile, eompired with the
results in the other States. Victoria carries
1838.5 sheep to the square mile; New South
Wales has 108.9, Queensland 25.9, South
Australia 16.7, and Western Australia 6.7.
Thus, we have in Western Australia a third
only of the nest least developed State in the
Comnnonwealti. That serves to indicate the
great possibilities ahead of Western Aus-
tralia. Instead of carrying six sheep to the
square mile, we should set out to carry from
.30 to 60 to the square mile. The ex-Minister
for Agriculture set a goal for the State and
wanted to see a production of 251.000,000
bushels of wheat. I urge the Minister to
have some such great object in view. I
suggest that it he: "25000,000 sheep for
Western Australia.'' Wool is the safest

:n:!i, Iv I commodity we can produce, and
kat (au produce it readily. We have heard
bsomething 21,out fruit. We know how hard
it is to market fruit. The member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) asked the Minister
for a further subsidy for the Citrus fruit
growers. Once we overcome the local re-
quirements, our dairying industry will be
forced to findi markets elsewhere. The samte
thing to a lesser degree applies to wheat.
We shall get a good price this year, bat
that arises frtom the political upheaval that
lits upset Russia for many years past. In
consequeilee, the energies of that great wheat
country htave not been devoted to that pro-
Illction. On top of that, Canada is
200,000,000 bushels short in her wheat pro-
duction. It is because of these facts that
hig prices for wheat nuill be received. We
rannot expect those prices to continue. The
time will tome when we shall hare to come-
pete in the overseas markets of the world
and the price of' wheat will go down.
The production of wool, especially merino
wool, is almost an Australian matter.
We prodluce 24 per cent, of the wool
of the world and 72 per cent of
the merino wool. Why not develop the
one great industry we are capable of
carrying on better than any other part of
the world? The finding of markets for
our wool is not necessary, because the
world's buyers come here and procure our
output. How can we iacrease wool pro.
duction? The Government could set about
it, not by means of financial assistance,
but in the same way as they despatched
experts throughout the agricultural di%-
triets to encourage production there. Let
its hare our experts, who, will preach the
gospel of ''more wool, More wool''
throughout the State. The Government
could afford a little assistance at tho
present time by providing, on fairly long
ternhs, supplies of dingo netting. I come
now to the one request I, as a representa-
tive of the pastoral industry, desire to
make to the Minister. I do so at the risk
of being accused of needless repetition.
The Minister knows the miatter is urgent,
and I recognise it as such because I can
foresee fearful results from the ravages
of the dingo pest. I ask the Minister not
to intimate again, as he did the other
evening, that he hoped to bring for.
ward legislation next qrtsion, but to
realise the importance of this subject and
to tell us that he will do his utmost to
have legislation introduced this session to
minimise this terrible menace. The other
night I read to hon. members an article
that appeared in the ''Bulletin'' regard-
ing the tragedy of western 'New South
Wales. Surely that should he sufficient
to suggest to Parliament the necessity for
dealing with the dingo pest. There is an
item already on the Estimates providing
for £22,000. It is not merely a question
of money, for we do not know the right
methods to be employed in dealing wit),

1.1139
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the pest. I urge the Minister, therefore,
to lose no time in calling together a eon-
ference of those directly interested in this
question. He should invite a few pastoral.
ists and a few farmers and also appoint a
few officials from his department. Those
gentlemen should have a heart-to-heart
talk as to tbe best methods to be followed
in dealing with the pest. When -a
decision was arrived at the Minister could
ascertain how their proposals should be
financed.

Mir. Teesdale; And get the same results
as were got last session.

Mr. A2XGELO: No, I do not agree with
that. The farmers had a conference, and
then the pastoralists had a conference.
after which the Government also eon-
sidered the question. Let us get all three
parties together at one conference and
decide what is to be done. Then, I am
perfectly sure, an understanding will be
arrived at, after which the question of
finance can be gone into. In conclusion, I
ask the Minister to remember how serious
is this menace to Western Australia. Even
if the House had to sit an extra month to
pass the required legislation dealing with
the menace, it would not be too much to
ash. Also, the Minister is well aware that
the rabbits are greatly increasing, and
that steps should be immediately taken to
cheek them. I hope the calibre of the
departmental officials will never be
lowered, and that the good work done by
the department in the past will be
continued.

Mr. BROWN (Pingelly) (9.18]: 1 con-
gratulate the Minister and the Govern-
ment on their enthusiasm for the agricul-
tural industry. They are beginning to
realise that that industry is the backbone
of the State, and that through it the
State's finances will be squared. If the
farmers are prosperous, the Government
also must he prosperous. The farmers are
not giving to dairying all the attention
that they should. it is amazing that we
should still be importing butter and even
eggs. We have in the Beverley sheep
disease one that has baffled all our veter-
inary experts. If the Government would
appoint a fully qualified pathologist to
determine what that disease really is and
furnish a remedy, it would be money well
spent. To-day that disease is costing the
farmers thousands of pounds. Also we
require a good sheep expert to advise us
for the improvement of our stock. In
1911 Western Australia had in all
5,412,542 sheep, whereas in 1923 the
number had grown to 6,595,869, or an
increase of only- a little over a million in
12 years. But Pingelly in 1911 had 92,000
sh-er,. whereas in 1923 there were in the
Pingelly district 177,000 sheep. This, I
think, indieates that the increase of our
sheep is to be found in the agricultural

districts. As soon as we can cope with
the dingo pest, our eastern settlers must
have sheep. Ultimately Western Austrai~a
will be carrying more sheep below Gerald-
ton than above Oeraldton.

Mr. Mann: That stage has been reached
already.

Mr. J. H. Smith: There are almost twice
as many below Geraldton.

Mr. BROWN: We have down here an
assured rainfall, in which stock can be
grown with safety and with profit. We
have not sufficient meat in Western Aus-
tralia at present. What is wrong

Mr. Marshall: Stock are dying for want
of transport facilities.

Mr. BROWN: That is what I was about
to point out. Let Ithe Government turn
attention to the agricultural districts,
where sheep and cattle can be produced,
and there will no longer be a shortage of
supplies.

The Minister for Lands : One-fifth of
our debt has been advanced in the agri-
cultural districts; so attention has been
directed to those districts for many years
past.

Mr. BROWN: It is money well spent.
Mr. Taylor: Well spent, but hard to col-

lect.
Mr. BlROWN: This is only a yorag coun-

try. Evenutally the Government will come
out on the right side.

Mr. Coverley: You arc always crying out
for a water supply. Nature has provided it
for you in the North, where sufficient cattle
can be grown for the whole State.

Mr. BROWN: I ant pleased to see that
the Government are sending Ministers to
the agricultural districts to open agricul-
tural shows. In doing that those M.Ninisters
arc reeiving a splendid education, and arec
comiiig to realise what a fine asset we have
in agriculture. If they, follow up that plan
they will have the blessing of the alan on
the land. Alluding to the agricultural cot-
lege, the Minister declared that the Govern-
meat had bought Mnresk at a reasonable
price and that it was very well suited to
the purpose. I believe it is, but I do not
think they have bought the best farm along
the Avon Valley. Probably it is of advan-
tage to have poor land for an agricultural
college. I know that there is poor land
on Muresk, and rotten land, and also wet
land. E~very agricultural district in Western
Auistralia requiries its own system. What is
ap,-licable to the Great Southern below Bev-
erley' is not applicable to Merredin. In wet
districts it is not always advisable to fal-
low the land, because that is where the take-
nil makes its most evident appearance. The
Minister said it was advisable to have ex-
perimental farms in various districts. I
compliment him on that. In Western Aus-
tralia the land varies as it does nowhere
else in Australia, and our rainfall also
varies a irent deal. We have in the Esper-
onee district a tremendous area of agricul-
Intel land. If before sending settlers down
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there the Government were to establish an
experimental farm in the district, they would
thus prove what the land is best fitted for,
after which the settlers could be sent down
with safety.

The Minister for Lands: But they are all
there non-.

'Mr. BROWN: Well, they have been sent
down before the land has [seen proved.

The Minister for Lands: Nonsense! Wheat
was grown there many years before the flew
settlers wvent down.

Mfr. BROWN: I hope that some day we
shall see a railway in that district.

The Minister for Lands: There is a rail-
way tlrere now.

Mr. Chuesson: People from Pingelly do not
travel much.

Mr. Taylor: We shall have to send the
member for Pingelly around opening agri-
cultural shows.

'Mr. BROWN: A lot will depend upon
agriculture. Therefore the Mfinister for
Lands and the Minister for Agriculture are
the ones we have to watch. If they can
see to these things, they will be doing good
wyork. In the Minister for Agriculture 1
believe we have one who will do his best
and whose work will come up to our expecta-
tions. I am only sorry that the increase
was not greater than E9,000. I would have
liked to see something like £100,000, and
if that amount had been provided it would
have been money well spent.

Mr. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [9.31] : I
realise the difficulties and problems con-
fronting the Minister in administering such
an important department. T was pleased to
see an increase in connection with the ad-
visory hoard. We have had a surfeit from
wool-growers arid wheat-growers. To them
the war was a blessing in disguise, because
they never before received such prices for
their produce. Possibly to that is due their
success. We in the southern portion of the
State have had all sorts cf difficulties to
contend with.

The Minister for Lands: You wvill be
all Tight presently with dairying estab-
lished there.

Mr. -I. H. SMITH: A great develop-
ment scheme is in operation, and we hope
that the problem of producing sufficient
dairy produce for our own needs and a
large quantity for export overseas will soon
bep solved. I w-as surprised to learn that
fruit had been marketed in the Old Coun-
try as the produce of Australia although
grown elsewhere. Something should be
dlone to improve the marketing of our fruit.
Many thousands of pounds have been ex-
pended in orchard Properties. My district
vrows more apples than any other part Of
the State. and in ounlity they are equal to
if i'at betl'r than those grown in any other
part of the world. A large quantity is ex-
ported overseas each sepson, but possibly'
throug'h the actions of a few unscrupuilns
growers or throuqh lack of Organisation,
much of it is branded as inferior fruit. I

wish to give the advisory board all pos-
sible praise. The board were appointed by
the fruitgrowers, who have their all in-
vested in orchard properties and are en-
deavouring to do their best for themselves
as well as for the State. The Minister
should go further; we want legislation;
and it is essential that a fruit marketing
measure be introduced this session if our
fruitgrowers are not to go to the wall. If
we can have a wheat pool and a wool pool,
surely we can have legislative enactment
for a similar pool for fruit! If fruit is
worth 18s. or 2 0s. in the Old Country, why
should our growers be victimised by un-
scrupulous people? Why should they he
at the mercy of agents, who advance
against consignments of fruit, and if the
prices realised are not as high as they con-
templated, scud the grower an account de-
manding payment of the difference. It is
heart-breaking. This applies to apple,
grape and citrus fruitgrowers. I hope the
Minister will introduce a Bill authorising
a compulsory pool and appointing a board
to ensure that Done but the best quality of
fruit is exported. Provision must also be
made to ensure of the fruit being marketed
properly at the other end. T urge the Mini-
ister to reconsider his decision not to intro-
duce the Bill this year. An agricultural
college or State farm should be established
in the South-West.

The Minister for Lands: -Your part of
the State will grow anything. You do not
need a State farm.

The Minister for Agriculture: You have
a State farm at Denmark. .

M.%r. J. JT. SMITH: But that is isolated
from us: we have no railway communica-
tion with it. Think of the district from
Armadale through Brunswick, Collie, Bun-
bury, Sussex asid Nelson without an exper'-
mentall or State farm! I am disappointed
that the Minister has not made some pro-
vision for us.

The Minister for Lands: One thing you
have and that is r'ood land.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I consider it the
best land in the world. A State farm
should have been provided for in order to
demonstrate the best fodders to grow and
the type of cows most suitable for the South-
West.

The Minister for Lands: We are doing
that.

Mr. JT. H. SMTTH: I hope you are. T
should like to know what provision is being
ma (I1e to provide the group settlers with
dairy cattle.

The Minister for Lands: We are attend-
ing to that.

Mr. J. H. SMTH: I trust th- 'Minister
is buying the right sort. A State farm
should have been established to demonstrate
the best fodders for dairy cattle.

Mfr. A. Wansbrough: What about black-
boy tops'

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I heard of tisem
heinq used for feed at one time. A man
on the Balbarrup-road fattened a number
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of pigs by using the heart of blackbov.
The mvember for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo)
said we should concentrate on wvool. I
maintain that we should devote attention
to elerv form of agriculture, and more par-
ticularly to dairying, lbecause there is such
a big local market for dairy produce. The
Government favour the deeomn o.th
South-West, and the -Minister for Lands is
carrying onl the work well. I should like
to know why the vote dealting wvith vermin
has been reduced.

The Minister bor Agriculture: I have
treated you pretty well.

Mr. J. H. SYITIl: But this is a State-
wide question, and T would have liked to
see the amount increased] even to the ex-
tent of £100,000. The extensive destruction
of stock by the dlingo is a national loss.
in the Soth-West dlingoes are increasing,
although 1,200 or 1,500 have been destroyed
since thne Vermin Board has been i opera-
tion. I suppose that as settlement takes
place, natural ganme decreases and so the
dingoes prey upon the stock. I know they
ai-c killing yearling calves and weaners, and
if a rickety cow gets down,, it is liable to
he destroyed. Tine Minister proposes to
irodnee a Bill to deal with dlingoes. It

should be made a State-wide question, and
evens if it costs £5(00,000, it will be money
wvell spent. The MiTnister has made no liro-
vision for dealing with rickets in cattle.
In the South-West the zamia lpnhm is the
great b.;gl-ear.' Settlers iii the Warren dis-
trict and other parts of the South-West have
had their herds depleted through rickets.
Something should be done to find a remedy.

Mr. Wilson: What does the farmer do?
Why does he not cut down the palms'

Mr. J1. H. SMITH: In ninny instances the
farmers ec-owbar them and then turn the
stock into them. When they dry, the cattle
eat them and that is the end of the chapter.
The only thing to do is to piour keroseue
on the plant. Stock will then not eat the
plant before it has died right out. Sonmc-
thing should be done to destroy the zamnia
palnm before the 'Minister for Lands makes
any advance for stock for the group settle-
ments.

The Minister for Tands: The zannia palm
will have to be destroyed on ev-ery group
before the settlers will get any stock. The
Group Settlement Department is supplying
kerosene for the purpose.

Ilr. J1. 1I. SMITH : I am pleased to knowr
that. I hope the MYinister for Agriculture
w-ill take into consideration the position of
the gruitgrowers in the South-West. Per-
haps lie w-ill hearken to the resolutions of
the different fruitgrowers' associations, for
they mxean well, and will, even at this late
hour, introduce a Bill during the session to
assist in relieving their position. Parlia-
mient should step in and take a hand. A
board under the control of the Minister
could be appointed to see that nothing bilt
standardised and ripe fruit is put on the
market. Fruit is being sent away so green

that if it arrives on the market two or three
we21{s too soon it is condemned. The fruit-
growers might be represented on the board.
If necessary a tax could be imposed on the
glowers for their own protection. Let them
Iay ipro rte according to their production.
Something must be done because the indus-
try' is I ractically tottering. Men who have
Lve, growving fruit for Years are losing
mionei and getting further into debt. I
hope the Governmenit will ape their way to
introduce a Bill such as I have referred to.

Mir. C. P. WVANSBROUGH (Beverley)
[9.47]: 1 share the views expressed by the
1memuber for Nelson and you, Mr. Chairman,
with regard to the dingo menace. I also
congratulate the Minister on having in-
creased this vote by £9,000 odd, and ox' hay-
ing made provision for the appointment of
a pathologist. There is wide scope for the
energies of Suchl an official, more particu-
larly in respect to the sheep disease that is
mecnacing so muany districts. This is a mys-
terious disease, which has made its appear-
:,nee in the flocks along the Great South-
ern. I noticed from yesterday's paper that
the reople as far north as MNoora were hav-
ing trouble front the sme source. The dis-
ease has meaant a loss of thousands of
pounds worth of wool and stock, particularly
amongst lainbs. For a long time we have
been endeavouring to arrive at a satisfac-
tory determination regarding this disease.
Enquiries were instituted some seven or eight
Years a go. The investigations reached a
certain stage, but nothing definite resulted.
Several laymen have gone into the matter
.and advanced views as to the cause of the
trouble. I hope when the pathologist gets
to work lie will take those investigations into
account. His knowledge, together with the
-esults of the inquiries already made, should

enable us to get to the root of the trouble.
A settler namned Thomas Barron in my dis-
trict, who has contributed various articles to
the country Press, claims to have solved
tht- mystery. I have received great benefit
from his advice, but I think his theory can
rneadlily be c-x1fld.-d. Another gentleman,
MAr. Graham, claims that the trouble is
caused through this sheep eating fibrous
scrub, which las a serious effect upon their
.ligcstive organs. Mr. Barron's idea is that
the trouble arises from sand. Ile claims
to know the exact areas where the trouble
is caused and to be able to advise where it
is safe to run sheep. This gentleman hais
imlaced his ease before various Governments,
biut they have not taken full advantage of
his knowledgZe. I am satisfied that the trouble
dtoes not arise iu the manner suggested by
him.No two persons can agree as
1,, the exact valise of tile trouble. The
director of the Zoological Gardens,
Mr. Le j~ouef, says the disease is
bMassie. If that is so it should] he easily
controlled by the injection of a sernm, and
tile expierts of the Agr-icultural Depart-

mentl should hiave used their knowledge be-
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fore now to stanip it out. I am glad the
Minister has provided a special sum for
the appointment of a pathologist, ni hope
that for the time being his activities will
be confined entirely to an investigation of
this proLlem. I now wrish to refer to the
Agricultural College. I Pnx glad a. site
has at last been chosen, but I do not agree
that MNuresk is the best site. it may be
equal to the Avondale estate fromn the point
of view of quality of land, but I think
Avundale would have been the better place.
The 'Minister sald that Mureak was well
supplied with water nd railway facilities,
but it is not better off in this direction than
Avondak- The goldfields waler scheme runs
through the Avondale estate.

The Minister for Agriculture: It would
cost a lot of money to get the water over
the hills to Avondale.

Mr, C. P. WANSBROUGI{: There is a
railway siding at Avrndale and a river
frontage, and the qnality of the water is as
good as that at 'Muresk.

The Minister for Agriculture: There is
ao natural water oa Avondale, because it
is salt, and the Mundaring scheme will not
reticulate there. The water would have to
be pumped.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUC'H: There is
natural water on the Avondale estate in the
form of springs.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: There is
not much of that.

Mr. C. P. WAN %SBEOTJGH: It is good
potable water. It will cost just as munch to
place the buildings at Muresk in a state of
usefulness as it would in the case of the
buidings. at Avondale. I cannot agree that
the price paid for -Mureek will give the same
advantages that Avoudale would give. The
buildings at 'Mnresk are not suitable for a
college. The pirice paid for it would more
than provide for the necessary buildings
at Avondale. There are buildings on the
latter estate that are not perhaps suitable
for a college, but the value of the material
in them would be equal to that in the out-
side buildings at the other place. I was
speaking of the s tables, sheds, etc., and not
the dwelling houses. I am sorry thc Gov-
ernment did not use their own property for
the agricultural College, instead of spend-
ing £15,000 on the purchase of another.

Mr. E. B. Johlnston: Or their School of
Agriculture.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROIJGH: We hoped that
the college would he situated ait Avondale,
which is equal to, if not better than, Mnfresk
so far as quality of land is concerned. There
is a lot of rocky, land at 'Muresk that can-
not be used for agricultural purposes. I
believe the question of the site was really
a legacy left by the previous Adiiistra-
tinn. 1I hope the Arondale estate will not
be used nmerely an4 a. holding ground for
cattle for the group settlements. It is too
good for that. The district of Beverley
is not reaping due benefit from this big
area of gcod land, It pay-s no rates to the

local governing authority, and has been
an eyesore tar a long time. The Govern-
meat should cut it up into small1 areas, and
conduct experiments in dairying.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICJULTUEE:
(Hon. M1. F. Tiny-Mt. MNagniet-ia re-
ply) [9.58] : The member for Baverley is
justified in fighting for his own electorate.
His contention regarding the Avondale es-
tate is not correct. He says that the money
expended on the purchase of Muresli could
have been tiiised in the erection of build-
ings at Avondate. Very little catsh changed
hands over thme transaction. A small amount
was paid in cash, and the recent owncr ac-
celPted Illm' balance in Government bondls.
The State has, therefore, been saved a big
outlay. Even if the State lint?]ot affected
this saving and time college had been erected
at Avonuk-l, the Government would have
had to buy another property as a holding
ground for the cattle of the group settlers.
A good piroperty en which feed could be
grown would have had to be acquired. We
wore faced withI an expenditure whichever
course we took.

Mr. C. P. W"ausbnough: It sens a pity
wve should lose our college because of that.

The 'MINISTEBR FOR AGRICULTURE:
The State mus nt possess a property of
that eharacter. It is serving a very
good purpose; and I hope that later
ont, when it. has fulfilled it pesn
task, it will be used for the advance-
ment of the district. A good deal has been
said to-night regarding the activities of the
Agricultural Depamrtument, A complaint was
made by the member f or Toodyny with re-
gard to pests in the eastern districts. That
matter requires only birief mention. The
do; artument have supplied the farmers with
large quantities of poison, anti have in-
structed thern as; to bow the poison is to be
used]. If the farmers are active and do
their duty, there will not be much to fear
in thaqt respect. There is a danger of
course, of propagation of the past on ala-
dloned farms; but the Minister for Lands
is dealing with that aspect.

The Minister for Lands: I aim trying to
sell the farms.

The 'M[NISTERI FOR AG~RCTTTRE:,
The fruit manrketing measure was mentioned
it3 thu member for Swan and the member
for 'Nelson. Those hon. nmemabers must real-
ise that the Bill cannot be introduced this
session. Neumerous important Hills are Al-
ready before Parliamment, nd they have
"(t yet been dealt with by another place.
They touceh controversial subjects, and the
time of Parliament will be fully occupied
with themn. However, the Premier has given
ain assurance that the fruit nmarketimng Bill
will be introduceed next session, as also
a Bill to deal with the dingo pest. It must
he realised by both pastoralists and farmers
that they have to pay f or the eradication or
the pest. The State caunnt do everything.
Western Australia. as a State, does more
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tHan the other five States of the Common-
wealth.

Mr. Davy: It does too much.
'The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

This State carries the whole work and cc-
spoasibility of development; and people
have got into the habit of expecting The
State to do everything- which is not a good
hahit at all. The State is justified in un-
dertaking necessary work of development,
but the settler ought to cultivate the habit
of doing something for himself. In many
eases hie is putting aside a very respectablQ
banking account, or building up a very val-
uable asset. lie must realise that if he
wants to maintain his prosperity he must
pay for the advantages of a legislative char-
acter wIhich it is proposed to introduce. In
the eatern wheat belt the dingo pest could
be easily wiped out if the settlers had a
mind to do it. The area is settled very com-
pletely; the farms are adjacent; the nunm-
ber of people is large; and if all set*
themselves about the business with a will,
the diaro will not survive.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: They wron't do
it until they have sheep.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They will not do it while they depend on
wheat. But as soon as they get fencing and
water supply and start to grow sheep, they
will have to do it, because otherwvise their
flocks will be destroyed. If a man finds his
flocks being destroyed, he will lie awake
at night if he hears a dingo howl: it gets
onl his nerves. I myself have paid £15 for
three dingo scalps, and I was glad to pay the
money because they had destroyedt hundreds
of my sheep and hundreds of my lambs.
Those dingoes would not have bothered me
in the slightest degree if I had not been
growing sheep. But as I w-as growing sheep,
I was forced to take action. The same
thing will apply in the eastern wheat belt.
As regards the northern area, the Murchison
pas9toral district extends from 50 miles east
of 'Meekatharra to the rabbit-proof fence.
1 know that Mrl. Grant, a pastoralist in tlhat
district, did not mark a lamb for se'-en
years, simply owing to dingoes. His nian-
ager, Mr. Rioberts, later killed 100 dingoes
per monthi-1,200 dingoes a year. The
whole of that cunrtry has been taken up.
out to take Way and across to Leonora,
and is carrying sheep. That has been done,
not by' depending open the Government for
help, but by the activities of, not a large
group of settlers, lint a few settlers, and
it hans been dlone over mrillions of aerc-s.
What has been achieved there cnn be dlone
in other tarts of the State where settle-
ent is closer, and the timber has been

elenred, and where the objkect is to deal with
the dingo en masse. The Government will
introduece the necessary measure, hilt the
settlers will have to help. The danger n-ill
arise with the Than n-ho is already safe.
He will refuse to pay' anything: he will
say' . 'IT camue here in the early' days, and
I carried the burden. I fought the pest

myself. Let the other fellow struggle as
I struggled.'' But we have to realise that
the moan on the outskirts of settlement is
fighting the battle of the man who is pro-
tec-ted.

'%r. Griffiths: The man on the outskirts
is the buffer for the rest.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is not a fair thing to allow him to remain
a buffer for the rest unless he is assisted
to maintain his position. If it were not
for the rabbit-proof fence, which short-
sighted people have condemned as waste of
Troney, the lingo would not have been,
dealt with so effectively in the northern
area as has been dlone. Undoubtedly the raW-
bit-proof ftruce has proved a greait barrier
to the dinigo alid other pests. Stations in-
side the fence have been carried on profit-
ably for Years, whereas stations outside the3
fence have not been able to carry on at all.

'Mr. Griffiths: The great danger is the
Government reserves.

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Goveronment are supplying Dearly all
tire mloney now for the eradication of the
poest. If the big danger is the Gov-
erinment reserves, still the Government
are living up to their responsibility. In
all our legislation, under all the provisions
which have been, made, it is the community
that has to pay for the work, irrespective
of place of residence. A general fund is
created for the eradication of pests, and
the general communnity pays for that work.
I an' not going to deail with the question of
sand pilains, which is more a subject for
the Minister for Lands, exe~pt to say that
T am well aware our sand plain country is
of varying quality. I do not know much
about the Wongan Hills farm, not yet hav-
ing seen it; but it hais been selected by the
le,,artmnt as a place where suitable ex-
perinients call be carried out with a view to
the utilisation of sand plain country. I
know sand plain which will grow wheat, and
T know sand plain which will not grow aijy-
tihing hut sc-rub. At any rate, we cannolt
have experim~entnl farms all over the place.
Oin the Wongan Hills farm we shall carry
out experiments, and some of those experi :-
menits will lie applicable to a good many
districts in this State. Regarding the con.

s of fruit trees, which the member for
Swan advocates, this State acreed, as the
result of the conference called by the Fed-
eral Government. that such a census should
he taken. The Federal Government proposed
ti par all costs of taking the census. But
immediately the States expressed their wit-
Unqrness to have the cenris taken, the
Federal Government threw upon the States
the responsibility of paying the cost. Thet is
,lfortnatly a habit the Federal Govern-
int have. They are remarkably active in
i-nllina, co,,ferences and in getting resolutions
vacs9ed; and they display apparently a tre-
inendous; interest. But w-hen the question of
eo-t is rai~nd, they ask the States to foot
the bill. Western Australia does not feel
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called upon to bear the cost of this census
just at present.

Mr. Sampson: The bulk of the expendi-
ture has already been made. Forms have
been printed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That may be so.

Mr. Saimpson: It is uow only a matter
of sending out the forms.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is a mutter of our bearing the cost of
taking the census, a cost which will be very
considerable. You, 'Mr. Angelo, made some
remarks on the necessity for increasing our
wool production. The Government have pur-
chased a number of stud sheep from Mr. C
P. %Turray, of South Australia. It is well
known that is sheep are some of the finiest,
in the Commonwealth. We have had the
ranms placed on the Chapman State Farm,
andi eventually they will lie transferred to
the agricultural college at Mluresk. There is
in the department now a very active gentle-
man in the person of Air. McCallum, the
wool expert.

Mr. Taylor: Hle seems to know is job.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Mr. _MeCallumi is an enthusiast, and knows
his job, and spares no pains to give every at-
tention to the individual settler, wherever he
may be placed. The member for Beverley
(Mr. C. P. Wansbrough) Epoke regarding
the Beverley sheep disease.

Mr. C. P. Wausbrough: Don'It call it the
Beverley sheep disease!

Mr. Taylor: That is the name it is
known by.

The MINISTER FOR AGRTCULTUIRE:
I will say, the sheep disease which exists in
that district. The Estimates provide for the
appointment of a pathologist in that con-
nection. The pathologist has not yet been
appointed, but he will be appointed as soon
as the new Chief Inspector of Stock arrives.
Air. Murray Jones, of South Australia, has
been appointed chief stock inspector for
Western Australia. I do nor knowr anything
about the gentleman beyond the fact that
he comes to us with excellent credentials. It
is hoped that under his administration the
operations of this department will be car-
ried out with success. The Commonwealth
Government pay a small portion of the chiet
stock inspector's salary, the State paying
by far the greater proportion. The Com-
monwealth Government tried to force on this
State another gzentleman who, probably, had
qualifications equal to thos;e of Mr. Murray
Jones. T am sorry- to say thit he was foolis h
enough to insist upon his own terms. They
were such that no Government would agree
to, nor would any Government he justified in
accepting dictation from an applicant in
these circumstances. If the Commonwealth
Government were in any way responsible for
those terms, we would have none of them
and we appointed our own nominee. I hope
the gentleman selected will prove satisfac-
tory to the State. The member for Nelson
(Mfr. 3. H. Smith) spoke about the fruit in-
dustry. I have already made reference to

this position and the Government will give
those engaged in the industry an opportunity
to organise themselves.

-Mr. 5. H. Smith: They have their own
organisation now.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They are not organised in the direction that
will be possible when the Bill is introduced
and passed. It will afford an opportunity to
regulate the industry and to see that it is
carried on in suec, a way that our fruit wild
not be brought into disrepute in other parts
of the world.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Will you introduce a
Bill along those lines9

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Bill will provide for those powers.

Air. 3. H. Smith: I will la, satisfied with
that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Group . settlement matters come within the
province of the Minister for Lands. I can
say, however, that Mr. Hamlpshire has been
dealing with the provision of stock and the
Avondale estate has been utilised for the
Purpose of carrying the stockc procured until
it canl be made available to group set-
tlers. I appreciate the manner in which hen.
members have discussed the Estimates of my
department.

JItm, Vithultorist, k352f:

Mr. E. B. JOHnTSTON: What has been
dlone regarding the appointment of a viticul-
tnrist?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Tme appointment has been made and the
gentleman has entered upon his duties. I
met hium for the first time at the show. He
was in charge .,f the fruit exhibition. He
came from South Australia and has had con-
siderable experience.

Jitm, Poultr-y Expert, £T6O:

Mr. SAMPSON: What efforts have been
made to eradicate the stickfast flea?

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We have appointed a poultry expert. Re-
gulations have been issued under which we
call upon people to clean up their fowl
yards. It has been found that insanitary
conditionns of fovl runs represent one of the
chief causes, of the existence and propagation
of the stickfast flea. I,, addition, I have
appointed an officer to assist him tempo-
rarilyv in that work for two months. I do
not wish to act tyrannically or to take dras-
tic action, for that migh~t not secure the
best results. We wish to use the strongest
mealns with discretion in order to awaksen
the Public to the necessity for takcing action
in this matter.

Mir. SA PO:I do not see any item
in the EtItimates to which T can refer, but
will the Minister say what steps have been
taken to prevent the importation of lemnons
that are not free from disease?

The mINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The officers of the department will natur-
ally take all necessary st eps to secure the
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prevention of the importation of diseased eral subdivisional boundaries so as to
legions. i cannot say offhand exactly what
steps are being taken.

Vote put and passed.

1k patimeut of. Justie and Police Hopt.
J. C. flifleock, Al1inisier).

Vlct-Jastiec, £:83,096:

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
JI. C. Willcock-tieraldton) : There is
'lot ]'uch to say regardig the Estimates
of the Crown Law Department, which
department runs smoothly throughout the
year doing business for the various
bran-lhes of the Service, carrying out the
administration of the law throughout the
whole State. The revenue does not show
much difference. The revenue for last
year was £194,504 while this year it is
estinmated that it will be £193,600. There
is a sub-department of the Crown Law
Department, however, in which hon.
memibers are interested. I refer to the
Electoral Department. We are endeav-
otring to do something to secure the
amalgamation of our rolls with those of
the Federal Electoral Department. The
Chief Electoral Officer of the Common-
wealth has been over here and a scheme
has been formulated. Conferences have
been held with the Commonwealth divi-
sional returning officer for Western Aos-
tralia and the State Chief Electoral
Officer and the details of the scheme are
being investigated. It is hoped that
results will follow so that the amalgama-
tion of the rolls may take place. We do
not expect to save much money as a
result of that move, but it may avoid a
good deal of the existing inconvenience
experienced by the people who are en-
titled to vote but who do not know
whether their names appear on the roll or
not. It would be a convenience to the
public if they were required to fill in a
single claim card only that would entitle
them to vote at both Federal and State
elections. The question has been men-
tioned in this Chamber dluring the last
,seven or eight years, and at last steps are
being taken to bring the matter to finality.

Mr. Sampson : Something was said
about this at the recent election.

The MTN1STER FOR TUSTICE : Vie-
toria. South Australia and Tasmania ha',A
already' entered into an agreement with
the Federal Government and the scheme
seems to be a practical one. Special con-
siderations hare had to he dealt with re-
garding Western -Australia. The principal
diffietulty arises from the fact that our
electoral boundaries are not co-terrainous
with the Federal electoral boundaries and
that has created sonme trouble regarding
thle divisions. As to the subdivisions the
difficulties that arise can he easily over-
come because the Commonwealth electoral
authorities have power to amend the Fed-

make them co-terminous with those of the
State. From what 1 gathered during thc
conferences with the various electoral
officers, these difficulties, that are peculiar
to Western Australia, will be overcome
andI before the next election I trust we
shall be able to submit a scheme for the
amalgamation of the electoral Tolls. The
difference between the State and Federal
rolls represents between 7,000 and 8,0100
but the difference in personnel must be
something like 13,000 or 14,000, out of a
total number of electors approximating
16i0,000. The Estimates contain a new dc-
parture. A small vote is provided for
advances to destitute persons. That pro-
vision exists in the Eastern States but has
never before been made here. Under Sec-
tion 741 of the Criminal Code power is
provided to pay witness fees for destitute
persons. Difficulties have arisen regard-
ing exhibits, which cannot he called wit.
nesses, and because no provision was made
for the expenditure involved in getting
exhibits, injustice has been done to dest-
tute persons. We have provided £100 fer
the purpose of advances to people in those
circumstances. Each ease will be strictly
investigated on its merits and we do not
set out to defend every person charged
with a crinminal offence. There are sonie
cases, however, in respect of which, in the
interests of justice, provision should be
made for defending the offenders. In con-
nection with the Land Titles Office there
is a scheme for the amalgamation of thle
offices of Registrar and Commissioner of
Titles. That will bring us into line with
the law in the Eastern States. While it
was necessary, particularly when dealing
with old titles, to have a man of extensive
legal knowledge in charge of the Land
Titles Department, that position has been
largely done away with since the Act con-
cerned was amended. It is thought we
can amalgamate these offices and so meet
the convenience of the legal fraternity.
At present the Commissioner of Titles also
happens to be the Chief Parliamentar ,y
Draftsman and Solicitor General. It is
not necessary to have two officers to deal
with this work. It is inconvenient for
members of the legal profession to have to
discuss matters regarding titles with anl
officer of the Crown Law Department who
is sn busy ii (-arrying out his duties as is
the Chief Parliamentary Draftsman and
Solicitor General. It will be necessary to
introduce a Bill to effect the amalgama-
tion, so that Parliament will have an
opportunity' of discussing the whole ques-
tion later on. Regarding our local courts,
our population is shifting and it is sug-
gested that in sonic centres we have pro-
v-ision for courts where there is really no
neccesity' for them th~ere, whereas in other
centres, where there is that necessity, we
have no courts. We propose to establish
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at least two new ordinary courts this year.
I have called for reports from tae various
resident magistrates regarding the busi-
ness done at the several centres so as to
ascertain whether there is any justifica-
tion for the retention of courts in certain
districts. I know that when an institu-
tion has existed for many years there is
great difficulty about removing it. The
fact remains thlat we have only a certain
amount of money to spend, ana there arc
places of rising importance that should
have local courts. On the *other bandI
there are places that have had local courts
for many years, notwithstanding which
the business done does not warrant the re-
tention of those courts. We are placing
£100 on the Estimates for the establish-
ment of local courts in two new centres
out of 10 or 12 that might be said to be
in need of such eourts. There is very little
of general policy contained in these Esti-
mates, but I shall be pleased to give in-
formation in respect of any of the items.

Mr. DAVY: I should like to make
one or two comments onl this Vote.
The first is in respect of the ap.
lnianut of a1 Parliamentary draftsman.
It is most ncessary that we should have a
Parliamentary draftsman whose whole at-
tention shll he devoted to that highly im-
portant work and. moreover, whose office
shall be at Parliament House. The draft-
ina of Bills is a task requiring peace and
quiet and leisure for careful consideration
and concentration. The appointinp for that
work of people who have manifold other
duties to attend to is acajast the possi-
bility of good drafting. I do not want to
criticise tl-e rpaicity or ability of the pre-
sent Parlinn'ertary draftsman, but I say
hie has far too( .. inch work to do a. it is.
.and has not opportanity to concentrate on
his draftivir work, for he is the subject of
constant interruption. T should like to see
the Government appoint a separate Parlial-
mentary draftsman, a man of considerable
ePorerienace and knowledge of our statutes,
one who has hadl pi-actical experience in
the operation of those' statutes. I am per-
fectly sure w-c should all feel the benefit of
such anl appointment. Then there is the
question of our stipendiary muagistracy. At
nrewent p11 our magristrates are of thr- same
kind. That is to say, a manl may be doing
locail court work one day, and mar after-
wards beome a police court magistrate, or
indeed he ,nav be filling both posts at once.
There is little or no limit to the jllrisilic-
tion of a warden of the goldfields. Hie
way first dispose of a case involving
fIC00.000, then officiate as police court mag-
istrate or as a local court magistrate, And
aifterwards; as a magistrate of the child-
ren's court. Wbere we give people big re-
spronsibility, we should give them also
securitv of tenure. -Magistrates in Western
Australia are civil servants. subject to dis-
issial at any time-of course with the

right of appel-and after they have

reached the age of 60 they hold Office
merely at the pleasure of the Government.

Mir. Hughes: All civ-il servants do that.
Mr. DAVY: But I say that in the mag-

istracy it is wrong. No person exercising
imoportant judicial functions should hold
office at the pleasure of ally Government.
lie should have a tenure of office equiva-
lent to that of our Supreme Court judges.
It is too much to ask a man to exercise
judicial functions that, under our develop-
ing industrial laws, may affect the views

of a large number of supporters of a politi-
cail party. It is wrong that a magistrate
should hold office subject to the pleasure
of a political party. I should like to see
our stipendiary magistrates given definite
security of tenure. Moreover, the payment
of our higher magistrates should be greater
than it is. Tio, senior magistrate in Perth
metes out justice i the local court. He
deals with n-amkes' compensation matters
which, if the newv Bill becomes law, may
involve al'nything up to £750.

Mr. hlughes: Why say, ''if it becomes

Mr. DAVY: Blecause it remains to be
secn whlethmer it will or not. However, I
ani workdiNg onl the l'ypothesis that it will
hncome law. Thait magistrate's jurisdic-
tion may then be extended to £!750. Con-
Feqluentis- his salary of £756 is not suffi-
(-ient. Essentially wre must have ai lawyer
to Oc('upv time position Of loeal court mag-
istrate iii Perth, for lie has to determine
nui ,v important points of law. Onl that
salary it is going to he difficult to get a
suiccessful lawyer to accept the joh. Again,
the time has arrived to extend thme jurisdic-
tion of local courts. At present the Juris-
ii(tion in ordinary' civil cases is only £100.

There is a vast difference in expense be-
tweemi an action in the Supreme Court and
one in the local court, All would like to
see the cost of litigation reduced. One
method of reducing it will lie to extend the
irisdiction of the local court. There is in

Victoria a county c-ourt with a jurisdiction
of £400 or £500, as inl England. So a Vast
nuimler of actions that, in Western Aus-
tralia, are I-card in the Supremt- Court, are
lhe;ird in Victoria at very nine!, lower cost-

Mr. Lindsay: It is refreshing to meet
with an hionest lawyer.

Mr. DAVY: Hionest, certainly, hut I
am here, not as a lawyer, but as a repre-
sentative of my constituents. I could re-
count an action for £112, in which I was
interested. My client was unfortunate
enough to loselamnother exhibition of my
honesty, a confession of failure some-
times.

The Mfinist.'r for Railways: Your client
must have hadl a very bad case.

Mfr. DAVY: Perhaps he had. The
costs n-ere taxedl at abort £E130. A large
proportion represented witnesses' expenses,
but it was a yen' serious blow to the man
and no doubt tile expnse of that action
was far too great. Had] it been a shade
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under £100 the action would] have been dis-
p)osed of at Cue, or wherever it arose, at a
cost of about £20. It would be a proper
reform to extend thse jurisdiction of local
courts, and I think it could be safely ex-
tended to £400. 1 understand that only
two licensing magistrates have actually
been appointed. Is it intended to appoint
the third, and if so when?

Mr. ANGELO: Under the jurisdiction
of the Minister is the important matter of
land titles. He has told us lbe contemplates
combining the position of Commnissioner of
Titles with that of Registrar of Titles, but
there is a still more important matter to the
public. The activities of the department
have altogether outgrown the acconimoda-
tion provided. It is impossible to house
all the valuable title deeds in the Titles
Office itself. A great portion of them are
stowed away in the vaults under the old
post office, and another portion is stored in
the Supreme Court. The inconvenience to
which the public are put in having to wait
for hours ontil a particular document Ian
be turned up is Unfair. There is not suffi-
cient room to carry on the work in the pre-
sent oive. I have seen two or three dozen
people waiting to be attended by the three
officials who do the whole of the titles
work; some have had to wait two or three
hours. The important deeds, on which al-
most the 'whole of the business of the State
pivots, are stored in a place where, if a
fire occurred in the main block, they would
be destroyed. We can imagine what this
would mean not only to the public, but to
the Governmient. I hope the Minister will
inquire into the matter, because the time
has conme when better provision should be
made. The cost of running this department
is only £l1,000, whereas the estimated rev-
enue is £29,000, so that the deapartment is
paving well and warrants better accommo-
dation. The officers of the department
know their work thoroughly, and are en-
titled to bettor remuneration. I have not
discussed the matter with any of them, bit
for men upon whose business inte * rity,
knowledge, and experiecie depend huge
sums of money to receive only £264 to £300
is not a fair thing.

Mr. MANN: I commend the Minister for
having provided an anmount of £100 for the
defence of destitute persons, hut the amount
seems small. If it is for the de~fenve of
persons in the Supreme Court, it will not
go far. Tf it is for procuring advice, it
may serve the purpose. Why has the Minis-
ter provided such a small amount? To be
equitable it may be necessary to arrange
for the defence of 30 or 40 per enit, of the
persons charged with offences before the
couirt.

The 'Minister for Justice: It is more for
witnesses.

Mr. MIANNX: Then the amount will not
go far.

The Minister for Justice: We have not
provided anything in the past, and experi-
ence will show how much we want.

Mr. M'%AN.N: It is a start in the right
ireton, but I think the amount will lie

asred very early in the financial year.
It is necessary to appoint a Coroner. No
one with a judicial mind occupies that posi-
tion. Mlany important cases bare to be
investigated. It is generally a matter of
getting hold of the first available honorary
magistrate, who may know nothing about
medicine, surgery, or legal points.

The Minister for Justice: The ordinary
justice is not, as a rule, given a job like
that.

Mr. MANN: Sometimes he is. The or-
dinary magistrate has been selected to take
the position of coroner. Persons have fre-
quently been conmmitted for trial on charges
of manslaughter or more serious offences,
fromi the coroner's court.

.Mr. Hughes: The sanme thing applies to
the police court.

Mr. MANN: A magistrate is available
in that case.

The Minister for Lands: YOU remember
the Act passed when Mr. Justice Draper
was Attorney General.

Mr. MANN: No.
The Minister for Lands: You did not

find a coroner necessary during your first
three years here, bitt during the last three
months you have discovered the necessity.

Mr. MA'NN: I am not reproaching the
present Administration. When I know of
what appears to be a weakness in the sys-
tem I am justified in pointing it out.

The Mfinister for Lands: Certainly, but
it is easier to point it out when you are
not supporting the Government.

M.%r. M.%ANN: Probably the Minister found
that to be so when he was sitting over here.
Ile is being let down more lightly by his
Supporters than the er-Minister was by
members on the cross-benches.

The Minister for Lands: Are we?
Mr. MANN:- Members on the cross-

benches are very quiet. At the cor-
oner's court hearsay evidence is ad-
snitted, but in the police court the evidence
is according to the law of evidence. It
depends on how a person presents his case
to the coroner's jury as to the verdict that
is brought in. Then there is the interpre-
tation of the verdict to be considered. My
experience as an officer of the department
leads me to bring before the Government
the neerspity for the appointment of a. cor-
oner. The cost would not be great, and there
would be plenty of work to occupy his full
time.

MNr' NORTH: The Supreme Court is cost-
inL the State something like £10,0100 a year.
It has oceorredl to me and others that it
should be made to pay for itself. An ar-
rangement could be made whereby the hear-
ing fees could be divided by the number of
lawr suits heard during the year. If that
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were done there would be a big difference
between the amouant collected and the
amount it costs to maintain the court and
to give the public the use of our highly-
paid judges. I do not say that the revenue
would balance the expenditure, but the
question is one the Minister might wvell look
into. He might in the course of the next
12 months ascertain how much less was paid
by the public titan the amount represented
by the cost of maintaing the court.

Mr. Hughes: Do you suggest charging so
much a day for the use of the courts?

Mr. NORTH: The matter is well worth
looking into.

Mr. TAYLOR: I have something to say
on the question of magistrates, arising out
of the remarks of the member for West
Perth. As I have shown by my attitude on
this question, I think we should give our
magistrates better security of office.

Mr. Hughes: And make it retrospective?
Mr. TAYLOR: I ani fortified in this

opinion by my recollection of the treatment
accorded to magistrates, who have given de-
cisions contrary to the views of certain
jpeojke when they were not in power. Magis-
trates who are administering justice should
not hold office merely as civil servants,
whose services can be dispensed with in the
ordinary way.

The Minister for Lands: They remain in
service until they are 60.

Mr. TAYLOR: They wnay be more valu-
able to the State at 60 than they are at
40.

The Minister for Lands: We are.
Mr. TAYLOR: The people of this State

wvould not say that the Minister should re-
linquishi his position in this House because
of his age.

The Minister for Lands: But we do not
get a pension irben we go out.

Mr. TAYLOR: Because of his experience
the Minister is snore valuable to the State
than he was 30 years ago. We are making
laws for the people at the till of the people.
These laws have to be administered by mag-
istrates according to their consciences.
Sometimes they have to make thcmrselws
objectionable when administering justice.

Mr. Hughes: No magistrate ever made
himself objectionable in administering jus-
tice.

Mr. TAYLOR: I mean in administering
what he believes to he justice. That is the
only way in which he can carry out his
duties. He conmes to a decision on the evi-
dence that is brought before him. The snei-
ber for East Pert!,, since his opinions have
been expressed in this House, would be
recognised as being capable of giving a just
decision. If a plebiscite vote were taken in
Western Australia on this subject, I am
sure lie wvould be placed at the top of the
poll.

The CTIAIRM AN : We are not discussing
the member for East Perth. Kindly speak
to the Vote.

Mr. TAYLOR: Why don't you keep mem-
hers from interjecting?

The CHAIRMAN: I am doing so.
Mr. TAYLOR: I will reply to those in-

terjections if they are made.
The CHAIRMAN: I do not want any-

thing fromt the hon. member.
Mr. TAYLOR: And I will not take any-

thing from you. I will give yon the respect
that is due to you.

The CHAIRMAN: I must ask bon. mem-
bers to keep order and not to interject while
another is speaking. I must also ask the
member for Mt. Margaret to keep to the
Vote.

ir. TAYLOR: I find from the file con-
neeteil with the removal from office of one
of our magistrates that the name of the
Minister administering the department does
not appear. The file is marked ''Borrowed
by the Premier's Depairtmnent,'' and three
days later the officer reported himself to the
Public Service Commissioner anid was told
it was t1e desire of the Government that
he should resign. I do not wish to deal with
that question in the absence of the Premier.
No reason, except the statemecnt that the
Government desired the offier 's retirement,
is given on the file. In view or that state-
nwent, ] consider we should give our magis-
trates a more secure tenure of office.

Mr. Sleeman: And our Government An-
alysts.

The CHAIRMAN: Order, please!
M Ir. TAYLOR: We should give our magis-

trates a more secure tenure, and I hope the
Minister for Justice will consider the mat-
ter. I have stated my reasons as calmly
and also as plainly as possible. I have in-
stanced two particular cases; and if they
do not justify my remarks, I do not know
wvhat is nec-essary to justify them. As re-
gards the police force-

The CHAIRhMAN: We are not on the
Police Vote yet.

Mr. TAYLOR: They are on this vote,
Sir.

The CHAIRMAN: No; the police are in
a different division, and the Minister has
not yet dealt with the Police Vote. That
vote will be the next to be discussed.

Mr. TAYLOR: I thought it was the cus-
ton, to call out the vote as ''Minister for
Justice and Police.''

The CHAIRMAN: I did not do so.
Mr. TAYLOR: I was only dealing with

what T understood you, Sir, to call, namely,
''Minister for Justice and Police.''

The CHAIRMAN: I did not call the two
divi sions.

Mr. TAYLOR: When the Police Vote is
called on, will there be a general discus-
sion?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.
Mr. TAYLOR: That is a departure from

the practice hitherto. We know now where
we are. There will be a general discussion
on each division. I have no further remark
to make on the present vote except to say
that I hope the Minister will give con-
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sideration to the observations of the mem-
ber for WVest Perth, and see whether it is
not possible to plate those who admnister
justice in our police courts on the same
footing as Supreme Court judges.

The MlINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
rather surprised that the member for Mt.
Margaret has brought up this question to-
night, in the Premier's absence, seeing that
he ran away from it, like a dog with his
tail between his legs, when the Premier was
here.

Mr. Taylor: I said that in the absence
of the Premier I did not wish to discuss the
matter. Be fair! Be houest!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Premier has gone away to attend a show
at Wagin.

Mr. Taylor: Well, I'll have another go
on it!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
member for Mlt. Margaret was drawing a
comnparison. As a fact, the matter to which
he refers is not on these Estinmates. No
item appears here referring to that matter.
He said lie noticed distinctly, from the file,
that the Premier hand sent for the file and
tied had it in his office for two days, where-
upon the Ollicer in question was seat for by
the Public Service Commissioner. This
question has been previously discussed here,
on a specific motion, and I thought it bad
been finally disposed of. Ilowever, let us
take the position regarding the appointment
of police niagistrates. A police magistrate
is permanently appointed under the Public
Service Act until he reaches the age of 60
years, appointed on the same ternms and
conditions as all other civil servants. No
person can remove a civil servant from his
post unless a charge of some kind is laid
against that civil servant and is proved
before the Public Service Commissioner.
Even, then, under the Public Service Ap1 peal
Board Act, he can appeal to a hoard con-
sisting of a judge, a representative of the
service, and a representative of the Go-
ermnent. What greater permanency is
wanted for magistrates!

Mr. Taylor: I want more than that.
The MINISTER FOR LANIX-4: No

doubt in some inistances,ttnugli by no means
in every instance, men are capahle of doing
their work after they have reached the agv
of 60 years. But in many cases puli. ser-
vents on reaching that i.,I are the service
with, a jension, or w~ th an allownnep gradei
ated aceording to the avengef salary they
had drawn during: their last thnree yvari of
service. In a Public Service like ouls we
cannot keen the Young mina down all the
time; theY must be givnn an opportunity
to rise.

3fr. J1. H. Smith: Have you no uten in
the service over 60 to-day?

The MIENISTER FOR LANDS: Very
few, because the late Government turned
them out one after the other.

Mr. Sampson: I may point oat that the
Leader of the Opposition is not here to
answer that allegation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The less
the late Colonial Secretary speaks, the bet-
ter, seeing that he was the drone of the late
Ministry and cost this country thousands or
pounds.

Mr. Sampson: Mr. Chairman, I ask that
that statement be withdrawn. I think it is
a most unreasonable saud improper state-
ment to make, and 1 am amazed at the
Minister for Lands. When a statement Of
that kind is made it should be hacked up
by something definite. It is a most unfair
statement.

The Minister for Mines: On a point of
order, the hon., member cannot rise to a
point of order and ask for a withdrawal,
and also imake a speech. He must ask for
the withdrawal and finish there.

M-\r. Sampson: [ take it that you, Mr.
Chairman, are fin charge of the Committee;
aid I resent this attempt to override you.

The CIIAfRMAN: What is the point of
order the member for Swan wishes to raisel

*Mr. Sampson: That the Minister has
mande use of an improper expression.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: You cah
get me to withdraw it, but that is all.

Mr. Sampson: The Minister for Lands
stated that the member for Mt. Margaret
had mjade na improper statement because
the Premier was absent, and I said that the
Ministrr for Lands had made an improper
statcment INccuse the Leader of the Opposi-
tion pas absent.

Tn- tIIAIR'MAN: Just make your point.
Mr. Sampson: I ask that the Minister

for Lands ,hall unreservedly withdraw the
statemnt lie niade.

The MIlNISTER FOR LANDS: What
statenment!

Mr. Sampson: I suppose You know tlie
statemient.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: I said
the mnembler for Swan was the drone of the
late Ministry. I withdraw that statem~ent.
However, I made it by way of reply to an
interjection.

Mr. Sampson: You further stated that
I had cost this country thousandls of pounds.

Mr. lHghes: You can't make him with-
drawl the truth.

Mr. 'Sanpson: The Minister has not
reached that stage when he requires the
assistance of the memtber for East Perth.

Mlr. Richardson: The member for East
Perth should let the miember for Swan take
Iis Objection.

The CHAIRMAN: I did not hear the
MirTi,istr make that statement.

Mr. Sampson: I assure you. Sir, that it
was made.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
withdrawn the statement which the member
for Swan regarded as offensive. Every-
MA;nister eosts, the State thousands of
pounds. That, T take it, is an expression
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of opinion. I do not know whether it is
wrong or not.

Mr. Sampson: It is certainly offensive,
and to say something that is not true is
improper. I ask that that statement be also
nitlisrawti.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On what
ground?

Mr, Sampson: On the ground that it is
objectionaible and untrue.

ir. Taylor: And offensive, too.
Thi. INISTER FOR LANDS: If the

inenIber for Swan says tliat the statement
is antrue-which I doe not admilt--I with-
draw it.

Mr. Sampson: That is hardly a generous
withdra.al.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: All this
heat iras brought about as a result of Ln
interject ion from the Opposition side of the
llouse. There was nothing offensive about
,nv remark,. Tihe premier made a state-
risent onl this question and read the nonws
of some of the officers wyho had been r-
tiled.

lion, S. WV. Miunsie: There were seven at
them oil the list.

Mr. Taylor: Those namnes were on the file
andi we wondered how they got there.

The MINISTER FOR? LANDS: There
was nothing wrong about that.

M\r. Sampson: Objection was taken to the
reference to the present Leader of the Op-
position as Premier.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
ofvig anything about the present Leader

ofthe Opposition. lie is not the only Pre-
mie wve have had during the lnst seven or
eight years. I maintain that a magisterial
position is a permanent one in accordance
with the Act and regulations. There is noe
necessity whatever to provide any greater
security of office to mnagistrates. They canl-
not be interfered with so long as they conduct
themselves honourably andi continue with
characters beyond reproach. Unless coal-
plaints are made to the Public Service Com-
missioner that a magistrate has done some-
thling wrong, that magistrate cannot be
removed from omfce until he is 60 years of
age and then, with the permissioni of the
Governmnent, hie c-an retain office until he is
65 years of age. What nmore is required,'
flow mnrv persons in Western Australia
would he only too pleased to have an sp-
porturity to retire when they were 60, with
the knowledge that they would then receive
a pension? No one can gainsay the faet
that the positions of magistrates are per-
clnialu, and I regret the incident of this
evening.

.%r. Taylor: You created it.
The \UXURSTER FOR LANDS: If the

bon. member had not interjected, I would
not haive responded to it. 111ndooihtedlv
statem~ents are thrown across the floor of
the House from time to time that we regret
afterwards. I hare been here since 19l02
and I do not know of any instance that
could be quoted against tle Gotvermnent of

the day of doing anything detrimental to
the public servants as; suggested. Persons
over 60 years of age are retired, not because
they do not possess ability or have not the
strength to carry out their duties, but ow-
ing to the conditions which apply to the
service. Officers in the service have a right
to look forward to occupying higher posi-
tions such as those connected with the mag-
istracy. Blw can they ever hope to secure
promotion if we are to keep those occupy-
ing positions in their oiffices until they be-
come 70 or SO years of age? There woufld
he no opp~ortuity for civil servants to move
up in the service, and a man would be kept
iu his lower position for the remainder of
his life.

Mr. Mann: Not many civil servants can
bie appointed to the muagistracy.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: More
civil servants have been, appointed magis-
trates within recent years than in years
gone by.

Mr. Nlann: They have to pass an exam-
ination now.

Mir. Davy: Only fin later years have cx-
anfinations been, necessary.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: -Men
who received their training as clerks in the
courts have qualified by examination for
prom~otioni to the bench and have been so
appointed.

Air. Mann: And they make the best mag-
istrates.

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: The
present Resident Magistrate at Fremantle
wsas Clerk of the Courts there for many
years. Now, after passing his examination,
hie has been elevated to the bench. I am
aware that in Perth it has been the prac-
tices to appoint a lawyer to the chief magis-
teril position because eases are nmore num-
erous here.

Mr. -M[ann,: And more intricate.
The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some of

them are. The member for West Perth re-
ferred to eases deat with in the Supreme
Court that could be dealt with by a resident
nllatzistrate.

Mr. Teesdale: It would be cheaper for
the public. I have been there once or twice.

The Minister for Jnstice: And left some-
thing behind!

The MIfNISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
want it to get abroad that resident magis-
trates in Western Australia a in such a
position that it is possible for any Govern-
ment to remove then, from office unless they
ho-ve to be compulsorily retired under the
Act.

Mr. T1. 11. SMITHi: I have not many
complaints to make, but there are one or
two matters I should like to be clear upon.
There is that question of the electoral
anmalrvamation. The Minister said there
would be an amalgamation, but he did not
tell us the details. A session or two ago,
wvhen we had the Redistribution of Seats
nill. I referred to the deplorahle state of
the rolls. I then declared that the names of
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dead men, and people who had left the
district, were on the rolls, while people who
had never been out of the district were left
off the rolls. When my remarks appeared
in the Press I was challenged by the Chief
Electoral Officer, who sent me a roll and
asked ale to verify my statemient. I dashed
off 40 or 50 namues; on that roll, and on
going back to my electorate and organising,
I again found that the State roll was in a
most deplorable condition, while the Fed-
eral roll was in fairly good order. I at-
tribute this to the fact that Federal officers
are paid by results, while our State dis-
trict officers take on the electoral work as a
subsidiary business.

The Minister for Works: The Federal
people have a post boy going round from
door to door.

Mdr. J. 11. SMITH: Our electoral officers
in country districts are almost invariably
clerks of courts, and registrars of births,
deaths, and marriages. Consequently their
duties as electoral officers are largely
neglected. In the old days, when the police
attended to our T-olls, wve had clean rolls.
I aili pleased to know that the Minister
proposos to effect sonmc improvement. If
lie is going to amnalgamuate, I should like
to see it doe under some sysitem that will
not leave electoral duties to men who al-
ready have a multiplivity of affairs to at-
tend to. After every' election we hear cries
of stuffed rolls, and rolls from which names
have been left off.

Mr. Sleeman : But it has never been
proved.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : We n-ant to avoid
that sort of thing. If the Minister will
make a clean job of cleansing the rolls, he
will earn the thanks of evry one of usg.

Itemn-Soitfr General and Parliamentary
Draiftsman, £1,100:

Mr. HUGHES: I agree with the member
for West Pett (Mr. Davy) that the Par-
liamentary flraftsma,, should he ex-lusively
employed on that work. The very next
itent provides for the Crown Solicitor and[
Assistant Parliamentary Draftsman. These
offices should be very differently arranged,
and the Parliamentary Draftsman should
he located here at Parliament House, and
sub~ject to the rules of the House, the samne
as all other officers of the House. During
recess lie could spend his time consolidating
our laws. It would be of tremendous ser-
vice to have our Acts consolidated. I sug-
gest to the Minister that the positions
named in thest- two items should be re-ar-
ranged, so that the parliamentary Drafts-
man might be directly a oflicer of Parlia-
ment.

Mr., DAVY: I agree with what the hon.
memb1er ha, said, except thit I do not think
his object could be attained hy splitting up
the jobs. Bloth the Solicitor General and
the Crown Solicitor al-c more than fully
occupied. Of course, something might b e
done to re-apportion the jobs of those two

gentlemen, so as to enable the Parlianmen-
tary Draftsman to have more time. Those
officers hav-e a division of labour now, al-
though it is not a very scientific one. We
cannot dispense with one of those officers
and bring hi,, up here to make him Par-
liamentary Iiraftsman, for both the Crown
Solicitor and Solicitor General are wanted
down at the Crown Law Department. We
have to appoint a Parliamentary draftsman
who n-ill work uip here and do nothing else.

The .MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
whole questitin of the reorganisation of
these positions is being considered. If any-
onte wte setting out an organisation for
the departnment, I do not th~ink he would
adopt w-hat we have there to-day. Whl
we have an exc 'lent officer in Mr. Sayer,
it is nec-essarv to tam someone to take
his position duiring the years of service that
remain to hina. With the reorganisation
of the Lands Titles Office, I think we can
do s4omething to meet the wishes expressed
by members.

Jtcin-legzstrar of Titles and Deeds (eta
n,',,t.'s at k:672), E336:

Mr. HUGHlES: Why did not the titles
officials exercise their right of veto to pre-
vent the 'Western Australian flank from
forclosing on the people interested in the
Gosnells land transactions? The sections
were inserted in the Act to protect people
fin extreme eases, and while the powers must
be used with discretion, the Gosnelts set-
tlers, in view' of the report of the Royal
Commission, should have been protected. I
do not wish to discuss the Gosnells ease,
hut this House lies the power to make the
hank do the right thing.

MrI. Teesdale: They ought to have done
it.

Mr. HUGHIES: If they do not do it,
there is one menml~cr who will ask the House
to exercise its I.owver.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: While
the report of the Royal Commission con-
tained some implied culpability on the part
of the bank, it was not very definitely ex-
pressed. Negotiations have been proceed-
ing, and I have an assnrnne ' that a tenta-
tive arrangement lhas been arrived at under
which the hank is willing to recognise every
obligation regarding the settlers, and that
the whole matter will be adjusted to the
satisfaction of all concerned.

1teni-Stipertdiary Magist racy, £8Q,133:

M.%r. TAYLOR: The Minister for Lands
misinter-preted my remarks altogether. I
said it n-as necessary to say certain things,
but that in the absence of the Premier I
would not deal with the matter. I made as
few remarks as possible in support of my
desire to see magistrates given a greater
security of tenure. Then the 'Minister for
Lands 'jumped uip and played lip and no-
eaised me of running away. I have run
away front nothing yet. T shall not run
an-ny fromt anything so long as I can stand.
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I will stand up to it, old andi all as T am.
I did not tackle the Premier in his a~b-
sence, though the Minister for Lands did
tackle the Leader of the Opposition in his
absence. I wished to be fair. I said the
Minister in charge had not made a mark
on the file. I did not accuse anyone. If
the Premier had been present it was my
intention to hand out some bouquets, but
in his absence J refrained from doing so.
M!y friendship with the Minister for Lands
covers more than 20 years; he is a man 1
respect. flowerer, he can get his Cornish
blood tip, and he is probably angry, on ac-
count of his chief being absent. Still, he
misunderstood mae. I would not run from
hint, the Premier, or from the whole party
of 27.

Mr. HUGHES: The time taken to hear
police court eases is really painful. In-
stead of the magistrate having a shorthand-
writer to take the notes of the evidence,
whenever a question is asked and answered,
the court ceases to function for about ten;
minutes while the magistrate laboriously
takes clown a longhand note.

Mr.' Wilson: He takes down what he
knows.

Mr. HUGHElS: I do 'tot think the bon.
member can suggest that shorthand-writers
would not take a faithful record.

Mr. Wilson: They would, but they make
mistakes.

Mr. HIT'CHES: Sometimes magistrates
make mistakes. It is a slow process to
hold uip the whole of the proceedings while
the magistrate laboriouisly takes a note of
the evidence. The businss in the courts
would be despatched far more expeditiously
if shorthand-writers wvere employed. The
risk of mistakes is very small indeed. We
know from long experience in this Houise
that competent shorthand-writers make very'
few mistakes indeed. A word here or there
may be missed, but an important matter
cou~ld not be represented wrongly to the
magistrate, and the court would get through
its business in less than half the time at
present occupied through the hold-ups to
record the evidence in longhand. We ought
to have more magistrates. The system of
honorary magistrates is not good.

Mr. J. HT. Smith: Some of the finest and
fairest men in the world are justices of the
Peace.

Mr. HfIl lIES: Some rough justice has
been handed out by justices of the peace.
T have two eases in mind. A man was
charged with stealing £462 from a State
tradling concern, and two justices of the
peace bound him over on a security of £10.

The Minister for Works: And they fined
a woman £:5 for stealing a pair of child-
ren's socks.

Mr. 11T'C.HES: At that rate, if a man
stole £1,000 he might receive a gold medal.
Another man stole £000 by a systematic
falsification of his accounts and he was
given six weeks' imprisonment by the
macistrate, as a first offender. The magis-
trate, however, was most apologetic. He

said* it was a case of impulsive stealing.
One almost expected him to weep on the
shoulders of the prisoner. A man was
given six weeks' imprisonment for stealing
£.900, and a few, days later a young ma=
came before the court on ashlarge of hav-
ing stolen half a bag of coal valued at
7s. 6d., and was given a month's imprison-
ment.

Mr. Wilson: It was valued at 7%d., I
should say.

Mr. Ht'GHES: I asked a question in
the House as to whether it was a fact that
a young mail had been prosecuted for steal-
ing half a bag of coal valued at 2s. The
reply I got was that the value of the stolen
article was 7s. 6d. This boy was 21 and
was also a first offender, but he was given
this term of imprisonment.

Mr. Davy: You do not suggest punish-
ment based onl the amount stolen, do you,

Mr. HUGHES: When the Labour Gov-
eramenst caine into office they would not
tolerate a magistrate who gave decisions
like these. They thought he was too old to
continue.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Was it a case of

Mr. HUGHES: It "-as vietimisation for
t'e boy. A,,y magistrate who dispenses
justice like that should be removed from
office.

The CHAIR'MAN: Order! There has
bieni enough discussion on that topic.

Mr. HUGHIES: It is time the public
knew something abont this. We have had
enough of these mock heroics onl the sub-
ject.

The CHAIRMAN: I will not allow any
mnore dist-ussion onl the question.

Mr. HUGHES: When we have justices
of the peace acting in place of magistrates
and find the nature of the decisions given
by then,, it is no wonder we are suspicious
concerning the kind of justice meted out.
We should eliminate honorary magistratcs
as far as possible. The Minister ought to
wake a searching inquiry into the eases I

haive nmentioned, and with regard to jus-
tices who treat offenes in that manner.

Mr. Richardson: You were not referring
to a justice of the peaee, were you?

MrT. HUGHES: There were two con-
cerned. The case in which a man was
bound over for £10 was heard before two
justices.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!1 The bon.
menmber nmust speak to the question before
the Chair.

Mr. Ht'GHES: Tbe man who was
charged with stealing £462 from the State
sawtuills was tried before two justices.

The CHTAIRMAN: The hen. member
must stick to the item. This case has
nothinar to do with the question before the
Committee. We are dealing with magis-
trates.

Mr. mT1GHES: The business should be
dealt with by magistrates and not by sub-
stitutes, and the number of magistrates
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should be inteased. Tht- case I have inen-
tioat-d lies a~tornished everyone who has
read about it.

Haon. S. IV, Vunmsie: It was commented
upont front the Supreme Court bench.

Mr. HUOHES: Honorary magistrates
should be almost entirely dispensed with in
thle city. In miaiy eases they do not under-
stand the law and in the coart they meet two
astute lawyvers, one for the vrosecutioa and
the other for thle defence. The result is
somet very rough justice. With a view to cx-
pediting the business of tine courts we ought
to appoint shorthand writers to take notes
of the evidence; otherwise we should ap-
point another stipeadiary magistrate-not
necessarily a senior magistrate, hut a j unior.
The more Important work could then be
taken by the senior, asti the junior would be
receiving the training necessary to fit him
for eventually filling thle position of the
senior when that officer retired. As regards
retiring at the age of 60, every civil servant
is obliged to do that. If it is contended
that a magistrate at 60 is of more value
hy reason of experience, I answver that the
sameo argument would apply to every civil
servant. Without some retiring age, elderly
men would remain in their positions possibly
until they reached the age of 8O. The pen-
sion list shows that many men drawn.ing
pensions, if they had not retired or hand not
been retired, wotuld be holding their former
offices at well over 70 years of age.

Mr. Marn Maeny English judges are
well over 70.

Mr. HUGHES: I an, not concerned with
English judges. A manl in ch~arge of a
department naturally lias more experience
at 60 than he hadl when entrring the service
at 19 or 20. A wnt wvho hns wirked in
tipe ('ivil Service to thle age of 60 is welh
entitled to leisure for the rest of his life.

Mr. Taylor: But it is not nice for him
to be sacked at a moment's notice.

Mr. HUGHES: T say again that I know
of no magistrate who had dispensed justice,
ever )living been, sacked; bitt if a nlagis. -
trite tines ttot dispeu,~e justice hip ought to
be sacked. If the migistrate we are dis-
enssiltg gave abnormal decisions-

The CHATR',fAN: We are not dealing
with any magistrate.

.%r. HUGHES: If this magistrate gave
absurd decisions he would deserve retire-
ment even before the age of 60.

Mr. MANN: T support the remarks ot
the last speaker regarding the necessity for
shorthand writers in our pollice atmd local
coltrts.

Voucber: In nor Supreme Court, too.
.%r. MIANN: The member for Collie ex-

:'o dtltc opinion that a tmagistrate is not
so liable to make nmistnkes when he is read-
awL hi- own wvritinq. But in a ease of sum-
'nary jurice1ietiom the evidence is not always
telcen clown fully by the ma'~istrate, who re-
lies on hi, abbreviated notes of the facts.
If tim-re is a elinviction ani the appused die-
sires to appeal, full tnotes of the evidence

are not available to the judge who hears the
appeal. _\otes taken by a shorthand writer
wcvild give a full account of the evidence,
both for and against. Therefore, short-
hland writers would be of benefit, not only
by saving time, but also by supplying full
reports which a magistrate cannot furnish.
In the case of an appeal, again, there is a
greater risk of a magistrate missing ma-
terial points than of those points being
missed hy a shorthand writer. I have fre-
quenttly known a witness to say' in the Sni-
prenme Court that in the lower court he
stated something or othter that did not ap-
pear in tite depositions. Whten reading over
Itis dlepositions with a viewv to signing them
as correct, it frequently does not doawn onl
Itin that something important has been
missed. Ta all the principal courts of the
Eastern States, citlter a shorthand writer or
a typist is employed. The typist sits im-
mediately beneath the magistrate or judge
and Inns his machine under a glass cover. 1
also agree with the member for East Perth
that too ninny eases are heard by honorary
magistrates. In no other capital city of
Australia are so many important cases ad-
judicated on by honorary magistrates as in
our city court. I know that occasionally de-
fendants have askted for unnecessary ad-
jourumnents because they were waiting to
get a chatne of a lenient bench. That
would not occur if stipendiary magistrates
invariably adjudicated, except on occasions
when it would itot be possible for
thtem to attend. Ei-ery day honorary
justices hear and decide eases involv-
ltg imnprisonmtent, or intricate points;
and this frequently necessitates at liti-
gant going to the expensee of appealing.
I would like the Minister to inquire thle
reason for so many important cases being
heard by honorary magistrates. If necs-
sary another magistrate should be ap-
pointed. If the position is that there is
too much work at present and therefore
the services of justices of the peace have
to be availed of for important eases, such
newv appointment is amply justified.

12 o'clock, midnight.

Mr. TAYLOR : Regarding the argu-
ments that have been advanced in defencer
of the retircement of civil servants, in-
cluding magistrates, over 60 y'ears of age,
T do not wish to say anything -against ay
individual holding a position to-day* . In,
opposition to that defence and to show
how fallacious it was, I would draw tite
attention of mtembers to the fart that the
acting magistrate in Perth to-da -y is over
60 years of age. It shows that the argu-
ment of the Mfinister on behalf of the
Glovernment was fallaciotus and miserable.
That fact indicates the weakness of tine
argmnent.

The Mini.,ter for -Tustice :The Pubile
IService (n,-zni,iit-tr will ra-ke thle nyn-
poimto t-nt.
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Mr. TAYLOR: That is news. I thought
it was for the Government to make the
appointment.

The Minister for Justice: No, it is a
matter for the Public Service Commis-
sioner.

Mr. TAYLOR: What does that mean?
There must be somnethiug behind it if a
magistrate is retired because he is over 60
years of age, and someone else, also over
60 years of age, is appointed to carry out
the duties of that office. How are we to
judge the position? I will not bring for-
ward any instance that will enable the
Chairman to call me to order, but the fact
remains that the argument of the Miuistcr
has failed and the justice of my claims
stands more pronounced to-nigiht than ever
bef ore.

The CHAIRMAN: The question Is that
the Note stand as printed-

Mr. Taylor: That is no good! The
member for Claremont is on his feet wish-
Ing tt speak to the vote.

The CHAIRMAN: I did not see him
rise.

Mr. Taylor: You must not try to rush
matters like that I

The CHAIRMAN: I do not desire the
boa. m~embler to direct me as to how to
conduct the business of the Committee.

MNr. Taylor: W~ell, rim it on decent
lines!

The CHAIRMAN: I want no instruc-
tion from the hon. member.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICIULTURE:
On a point of order, I object to this. I ask
you, Mr. Chanirmnan, to correct the member
for Mt. Margaret.

Mr. Taylor: The mnember for Chare-
mont was on his feet and the Chairman
would not listen to him.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Mlt. Margaret has wilfully
treated the Chair with contempt to-night.

Mr. Taylor: I did not do it wilfully and
the Chairman knows it.

The -MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The menmher for Mt. Mfargaret, above all
other members, should know what is duo
to the Chair. It is up to members of this
Committee to protect the Chairman, and,
as a member of the Government, I ask
that that shall be done.

Mr. Taylor: The Chairman knows that
I did niot mean to treat him with
contempt.

The M.INISTER FOR AGRICUTUPRnE:
Respect should be paid to the Chair, sad
-we should protect the Chairman. I trust
that the Chairman Will see that it is done,
and we will accord him the necessary sup-
port. There is no desire to prevent the
member for Claremont from speaking, but
the Chair should not be insulted.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the member
for IIt. Margaret said something he did
not really nlean in that sense. The mem-
ber for Claremont may proceed.

Mr. NORTH: There is a great deal ia
the contention of hon. members that de-
lays occur in court, owing to the method
of taking evidence. If a typewriter were
installed and other innovations introduced,
the work of the court would be greatly
facilitated. We can apply the position to
ourselves here, and we quickly realise
what would happen if the Speaker or the
Chairman were compelled to take labori-
ous longhiand notes of the speeches that
were made.

Mr. Corboy We would never get a
Speaker!

Air. NORTH: The same thing applies to
the Police Court. I have had to hang about
the couirt for two or three days at a time
waiting for an opportunity to bring for-
ward myr ease. 'Something should be done
to relieve the position.

It, n-lneisscs and jurors, Supreme
C:ourt and Quarler and Petty Sessions,
£0,601):

Mr. A. NVANSBROCOIL: Has anything
heen done to increase the fees paid to wit-
nesses. At prresent, I think, the fee is about
Ils, a day, and it is not sufficient to cover

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Tihe
whole quiestion of fees paid to witnesses is
being revised. It wvill hie noticed that in tire
.lury Act Amendment Bill, provision is made
ft prsrb by regulations what fees shall
hoe paid.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Police, C181 ,592:

Mr. LIN])SAY: tong before I was
elected to Parliament, I endeavoured to
secure the appointment of a police-
Iran at Beucubbin. The headquarters for
the district there are at Wyaleatchem,
umore than 40 miles distant. It is not a fair
thing that the lEcople of such a thriving
centre should be left without police pro-
t'ction. I heave communicated with the
Minister latel y, and I am told now that
there mna- be a chance of the appointment
bing inuade, as a result of the passing of the
Estimates. I would like an assurance fronm
the Mtinister on that puint. It has to he
remembered, too, that when a policeman has
to travel 60 or 70 miles away from, his home
station, lie leaves reople there unprotect-bd
for a week or a fortnight at a stretch.
When people go out into the back blocks and
nis~ist to develop those prarts; of the State,
they are entitled to police and magisterial
protection.

Mir. MANN: I want to bring to the notice
of the 'Minister the conditions under which
the police officers administering the Traffic
Act are workng. If the Minister will tell
the Committee that proper provision is to
be made for those officers, I shall
not stress the point. If the Minister
would go down and see for himself the con-
dlitions, hie would reailise how necessary it is
that those officers should be afforded pro-
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per quarters& Members of the staff have
asked to be transferred because of the n-
healthy conditions under which they are
working.

Mr. tiRIFFITHIS: I understand the Min-
ister has approved of police protection being
provided at Tammia. I should be glad if
lie would give us an idea a9 to when, the
proposal is to be put into effect.

Mr. TAYLOR: Before I1 secured the
papers relating to Sergeant Johnston, the
Minister intimated to me that the action
taken had been taken by the Commissioner.
The file does not bear that out. I should
like to know from the Minister whether Mr.
Johnston's appointment to the position of
inspector will be in any way jeopardised
by anything that has passed. That officer
shoold have the first vacancy.

Mr. Hughes: Why, there are eight or nine
senior to him!

Mr. TAYLOR: In view of what has oc-
curred, and of the statements on the file,
Mr. Johnston' should be considered for the
next appointment.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T should like to draw the
Minister's attention to the way in which
the water police are being starved. In 1914
we hid a dozen water police in Frenmantle,
but to-day there are but two, and I believe
threats have been made to wipe out the
branch altogether. One of the two men
left at Fremantle has had 24 years' experi-
onee of police work in this State. In fair-
ness; to that mall, he should have some
chance of promotion. The land police, too,
are in a somewhat similar position. Men ,of
long experience at Fremantle have repen&-
edly applied for stations, but without suc-
cess, whjile we find that raw recruits, only
a week or twvo out of school, are sent out in
charge of stations.

.%r. Marn: Are you sure that is cor-
rect'

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, practically raw re-
cruits have heeni sent out.

Mr. Kennedy: No, that is not correct.
Mfr. SLEEMAN: I still say it is cor-

rect.
Mr. M.%ann: It did not occur when I was

in the service.
Mr. SLEEMAN: I also want to draw

attention to the way in which the water
police are treated when there is special work
to he done. When, a few months ago, sme
men were stranded on Carnjac Island in bad
weather, it was the duty of the water police
to go out in their own launch and rescue
the marooned men. However, at such times
the water police have to get the Fisheries
launch, the police launch in Perth being re-
garded as a sort of picnic boat.

The Mfinister for Railways: That laonch
has been the means of saving a number of
lives on the river.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, but that launch
should he vsed for goinq outside in the event
of acecident. Again, when the police go out-
side they are granted 9ls. a dayv travelling
allowance, hut the man who has to take

out the boat in a gale of wind is not allowed
one peny c.'penses. He should be granted
the same allowance as the police. The Mini-
ister has informed us that the only qualifica-
tion necessary for a water policean, is that
he should be able to handle a boat. In mny
view a water policeman requires to know
wellnigh every part of a ship in case of an
accident on the wharf, nwhen at times cer-
tain parts of the gear have to be impris-
oned, as it were. Unless a man is thor-
oughly experienced he cannot make on
efficient water policeman. Then there is
the transport of prisoners between Perth
and F-remantle. I endeavoured to have an
alteration made, but was told that as the
''Black Mdaria'' in Perth had recently been
thoroughly overhauled it was in a really
good condition, and so the authorities could
not see their way to procuring a motor
vehicle for the transport of persons
from Perth to Fremantle. I am not at all
sure that the answers given to nay ques-
tions were correct, because only a few days,
ago the ''Black Maria"' broke down and
a motor vehicle had to be temporarily pro-
vided. T an, told that one of the wheels of
the ''Black Maria'' is practically falling to
pieces, and that ere long there is likely to
be an accident. Prisoners are taken from
the lockup in Perth to the railway platform
at West Perth where, chained together, they
are placed on a seat in foil view of the
travelling public. It is only human nature
that passers-by should peer at them. Then
they are placed in the train and afterwards
taken, across the platform at Fremantle,
again in full view of the public. The time
has arrived when sonic more humane treat-
ment than this should be meted out to pris-
oners, sonic of them, of course, innocent
men awaiting trial. I hope that in the near
foture somne better system will be adopted
so that the prisoners may receive decent
treatment and be kept a"-ay from the gaze,
of the public. I hope the water police fores
at Fi-emantle will be augmented.

Mr. TEESDALE: I have a grievance. I
want the Minister to leave the policeman
at Tableland. One member callcd attention
to the injustice done to his electorate by
removing a policeman who had a patrol of
70 miles. I have a much hetter case, be-
cause it pertains to a patrol of nearly 300
miles. I ask the Minister to bear in mind
that, although the Tableland districet is a
very law-abiding one, if he removes that
policeman, the effect on the natives may
he had. The fact of a police station being
in the centre of this big district has a very
salutary effect upon the average native.
The abforigines have not the mental halance
of white people, and the removal of the
policeman would prohably be followed by
their committing some misdeineanotir. White
womnen and children are sominips left
alone on the stationg for a week at a time
wh-ile the inafolk are iv-,rkina on dis-
tant i-arts of the stations, and the posi-
tion for Othea might l-e Serious. For .1-5
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years we have had a policeman, and I should
not like to think that one of the first acts
of the new Government affecting the North
was to deprive that large district of the im-
portant services of a policeman. Only a
small amount is involved. I ask the Minister
to reconsider the position. Quite a number
of natives there may take advantage of the
absence of a p~oliceman to cause serious
trouble, which may easily result in conse-
quences one would not lie to contemplate.
'When the natives get a little drink, which
they often do, they axe likely to cause
trouble. Sometimes they rob a team and
sonmetimes liquor is given to them. The
district is as important as it was 35 years
ago. Even if the Minister cuts out the
station lie should not take away the police-
an.

'.%r. J. 11. SMITH: In the police force
I doa not hold that the first man on should
receive promotion. Promotion should go to
the man displaying the greatest ability.
Sktill, w-e all believe in fair play. Years
ago a qualifying examination of constables
was held and amongst the candidates was
Constable Ford, of Oreenbushes, a very old
member of the force without a black mark
against him. Although he passed the ex-
anaimation, members who joined the force
years afterwards have stepped over him into
higher positions and Ford, who is still at
(ireenbuslies, feels that he has not reeeived
justice.

Mr. Mann: Do you think he is capable
of taking charge of other menl

.MT. J. H. SMITH: I do not say anything
of his capabilities. The examination board
said he was capable.

Mr. Mean: No, they said he passed the
examination.

Mr,. J. H. SMITH: They said he was
fit for promotion, and they are the people
to judge. I know Ford is a conscientious
officer who does his duty well, but he is
labouring under an injustice. I ask the
Minister to do something for him. I ap-
proached the ca-Minister and the Commis-
sioner of Police, and the Commissioner put
the same question that the member for Perth
just asked.

.Mr. Mann: I know this officer very well.
Mr, J. Hf. SMITH: The mian feels that

hie is labouring under an injustice.
Mr. Mann: That is the Commissioner's

responsibility.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is the Minister's

responsibility. The Minister controls the
examining hody and be should have some
understanding with them. Tf this man was
not fit, why was he passed?

The Minister for Sustice: He may have
passed an examination.

Mr. J. HI. SMITH: Then why has he been
passed over?

Mr. Chesson: There are not enough jobs
to go round.

Mr. Hughes: Why did not you support
my motion for an inquiry into the Police
Department?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I an merely asking
for justice. I want to know why this man

is still relegated to the little town of Green-
bushes, while dozens of juniors have been
pronioted over his head.

Mr. Hughes: You have fallen down on
your job.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is not the first
time the hon. member has fallen down on
his. What does the Minister propose to do
in the case?

Mr. HUGHES: Members had an oppor-
tuinity of having a thorough investigation
made into this question when I moved my
motion. They fell down on their job, and
nowr they ought not to spend the late hours
of the night trying to revoke an injury they
have done to their constituents. They missed
their chance when they aeglected to sup-
port myn- otion. The constahle in question
is unfortunate in that he does not live in
East Perth.

Mfr. J1. H1. Smith: The Minister has power
to st-rd hini to East Perth.

The Minister for Justice: The police have
tied a fair go.

Mir. HUGHES: They hare not had it
uip to date. The Minister has recently done
a grave injustice to members 6f the force,
though I do not say he did it knowingly.
The case I refer to is a peculiar one. A
certain reward was offered for bringing an
offender to book, and two officers were de-
puited to take up the case. They did so and
brought it to a successful issue. If there
was ray special monetary reward due to
these officers they should have received it.
Instead, however, of giving these officers
their proportion of the £E500 reward the de-
pertinent raised them in grade.

M.%r. Man: Do you disagree with that?

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr. HUGHES: I do in the circumstances.
In order that justice might be done to these
two men, an injustice was done to others.

Mr. Mann: Those officers would not have
been promoted because of that ease alone.

Mr. HUGHES: They were.
Mr. Mann: Their Past records would have

Accounted for the promotion.
Mr. HUGHES: Other mna who are sen-

ior to these officers have now lost their
seniority. Certain officers who have done
nothing wrong now find that, whereas they
were senior to these two men, they are now
their juniors.

Mr. Wilson: Did they also get the re-
wardI

Mr. HUGHES: No.
Mr. J. H. Smith: Were the senior officers

you speak of dull?
Mr. HUGHES: That was not the posi-

tion. The senior men were not given a
chance. They were quite competent to take it
on but were passed over. Loss of seniority
appeals very strongly to one who has been
in the Civil Service. If bringing a criminal
to book carries with it promotion over the
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heads of senior officers, we muoat give the
senior officers the first opportunity of hland-
liug such a ease.

.11r. Mann: Certain officers may not be
adapted to particular claisses of crimne.

Mr. HUGHES: To say that men who
have had long years of experience in the
deteetive force are not competent to handle
such a vase as this is absurd.

Mlr. Mlann: Is it?
Mr, HUGH~lES: It is a poor look-out for

our force if experienced detectives cannot
handle any ease.

Mr. Mann: The officer in charge of the
C2.1.1), is responsible, and will take the man
he thinks most capable for a particular
case.

Mr. HUGHES: The lion, member is
wrong. If a detective has a case in hand
and another is brought into the office, hle
does not drop that case and takce on the
other, but it is handed over to sonice other
Man. The senior officers in this ease have
been superseded by juniors. They have done
nothing to Warrant that, and had no op-
portunity of handling the case anti
carrying it to a successful issue. it
is not a fair pos;ition for any civil
servant to be placed in. I do nit think
for a nioment that the Minister, when
agreeing to this, had ny idea of the in-
justice he was doing. 'Many people are not
au fanit with grade increases and questions
of seniority. If the officers have done work
which was considered to mnerit special re-
ward;, they should have been given the re-
,wards, and then no injustice would have
been done to any other officer. But an in-
justice has been done to the mna passed
over. The Minister's proper course would
have been to grant the men the rewards
specified if they hadl earned them. r dio
not wish to refer to my motion for a select
committee, but I ani now inure coniivied
than ever that a searching inquiry into thle
Police Denartmnent is needed. Pirobably* I
hare more miembers of the force in mny elec-
torate than any other memnber has in his.
Inquiry should he specially directed to-
wards the loss of seniority by nunierous
officers. I have previously raised the matter
of detectives receiving thle allowance of Is.
6d. per day and of two mien who hadl worked
for six mionths in the detective branch being
reduced] to uniformn rank imniedintely uiponl
thcir asking for that allowance. The allow-
ance is now granted to a nian as soon as he
eaters the detective force. Thus, obviously,
a grave injustice has been done to the tw o
mn in question. I ask, is it a fact that
the Is. 6d. has been granted straightaway
upon entry into the detective branch ever
since my motion was moved? The member
for Mount 'Margaret raised a question as
to who should he appointed to an inspector-
ship when next a vacancy occurs, I learned
that the Police Department intended to pro-
mote to the rank of inspector a nian whbo
had not qualified by examination for such
promotion. Accordingly, on the 8th Febru-

ary, 1923, 1 asked here the following ques-
tion and received the following reply:-

1, Is it intended to appoint an inspec-
tor of police in the near future ? 2, I f
so, will such appointment be made front
the ranks of junior officers who haove
qualified by examination for promotion
to the rank of inspector? 3, WilIl hie (the
Minister) give the names of the officers,
in the police force who have qLualifiedl by
examination for promiotion to the rank
of inspector?

The Minister for Mines replied: 1, No.
2, Answvered by Nb. 1. 3, Sergeants M.
Leen, 'M. 0 'Halloran, R. Anderson, .
Tehanl, J,. McDonald, J. McLernon, A.
(aqssidy, R. G. liuttle, W. 8. C'rowe, %l.
Tuohy, UI. E. Notley, W. Douglas, Det.-
Sergeants S. II. Head, 0. V. Purdue,
B3. ff. E,.1Me~eowa.

Mr. Wilson: Had any of these nien been
overlooked prior to that time!

Mr. JLHUHES: I cannot sa Y.
Mr. 'Wi15so: i think somie of them were

overlooked previously.
Mr. HUG lIES: Two of these men were

tuie reported as fir for appointmnl]t to ain
inspectorsliip. 'Men oughit not to be turned
down in that way without being told the
reason. Sonic time after I haid asked my
question, an olticer was appointed to an in-
spectorship although his amne was not
amiongst thosc of officers who had qualified
by examinat ioni for such promnotion when
my question was asked. In overlooking all
the men who bad qualified, the police auth-
orities did wrong. They refused to those
inen who had passed the examination, and
moreover had qualified by efficient service,
the reward to which they were entitled. At
a later stage Sergeant Johnston passed the
examination, anti the muoment he (lid so,
all thle men with qualifications were thrust
aside and he was appointed to ant inspector-
ship. That was wrong. The senior man
who had twice received recommendation for
proumotion at the hands of the inspectorial
hoard should not have been overlooked
without adequate reason.

Mr. Teesdale: Well, you have emptied
that man out since.

Mr. HB'RCES: The Government were
right in tEat action, too. Perhaps the mem-
her for Roeliourne thinks it was because
T bad a disag-reemient with Serg-eant John-
ston that he was taken. In view of the fact
that the late Government knew that this
question had been asked from the Opposi-
tion side of the House to preserve the rights
of officers who had a claim to promotion,
and that that Giovernment, when in their
death thio6s prior to vacating office, did
an act of injustice to those people whose
interests it was sought to preserve, the
hands of the Government were tied. The
Government, therefore, were right in tak-
mae thle stein they did.

-.%r. J1. Yr. Smith: Then the Government
did it! You -said it was onl thle reeomnienda-
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tion of thle Commissioner, but flaw you ad-
mnit that the Glovernment did it.

Mr. H UGHIES: I admit nothing of the
sort.

Mr. J,1. ,I Smith: But yolt said it.
Mr. HUGHES: Do not put words into

my month that I dlid not utter.
Mr. Teesdale: Yen used the words, but

perhaps you did not really mean that.
Mr. IIU'IlES:- I was speaking in anl ab-

stract 5e115L and protested against a Goev-
emnient, when going out of office, tying the
hands of the incoming Government. In
those circumiistances, it was only right that
their action should be revoked. If that
were not ilone, any Government about to
-vacate office, in order to secure their friends
in positions for thle ensuing three years at
least, could appoint them and the incoming
Government would have their hands coan-
pletely tied. If I lad any way, every one
Of thle appoinltmhents so mnade would be re-
voked. Whon the MNitchell Government took
this action they knew they were to vacate
office.

Mr, Tcesdnle: Thtey did not knjow at that
stage that they had been defeated.

M.IL UGH ES): They knew on the day
subsequent to the election that their fate
was doubtful. I knew that they would be
defeated months before -hat. flow many
times did we tell the Government that? But
they scorned our advice.

the C11.IR1MAN: Never mind about
that. Keeni to the question. before the ('hair.

Mr. HUGHES: I ant surely entitled to
make comparisons and to point out that the
late Government acted uneouctitutionally in
making these appointments, and that the in-
coining Government were right in revoking
the appointments irrespective of the merits
of the individuials concerned.

The CHAIR-MAN:. That has nothing to
*1o with thle police force.

Mr. HUGHES: It is important that the
Committee should realise that these things
have been done. We get most of our infor-
ination by, way of comparison and if I1 can-
not compare the member for Swan--

The CHAIRMIAN: The member for Swan
it not under discussion. He has never been
in rhar'w of the police vote.

M.%r. HUGHES: That is something to be
thankful for.

M.%r. Sampson:; Oh, say roirnething about
the VOtW'

Mr. HUGHES: If I -were to say some-
thinisf aout thq hon. member he would prob-
ably crave the protection of the Chair.

Mr. Sampson: I would not crave protec-
tion from yvou.

Mr. HUGHES: 'My opinion of you has
been adenuately expressed by another hon.
member this evening and there is no aeces-
sitv for me to repeat it.

The 'Minister for Lands: That statement
'was withdrawn.

'Mr. 'Mann: I draw attention to the state
of the Committee,

The CnAIRMAN: I have counted the
Committee, and there is a quorum present.

M~r. HUGHES: I do not propose to dis-
cuss police estimates generally any further.
Iwould like an assurance front the Mlinibter

however, that when future promotions are
to be made, he will see that those officers
who have qualified themselves by examina-
tion will nor lose their seniority or be passe I
over without SOPlU adequate reason.

1 o 'elet nI.m.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have listened to the
discussion on the Police Estimates and have
caone to the conclusion that I do not envy
the members of thle force their lot in life. I
regret that sonmc inquiry has not been made
into the admninistration of the Police Do-
Itartint genterally: Even on tile statements
mande on the Opposition side of the H~ouse to-
night, the fact that the inquiry is necessary
is -well etstablished. Unfotunately, nothing
lies been. done and I hope the Minister will
s-j fit to authorise an investigation without
ny further delay. As the days go by, ad-

clitional evils ar'ise, making the necessity
for the inquiry more apparent. I differ
fromt the member for Nelson (Mr. J. H.
Smith) in his contention that an officer
should be promoted when, in the opinion of
the Commissioner, the man excels in ability.
It may be just in some instances, but that
practice would lead itself to a great deal of
fevouritism. The records show that eight or
nine officers who went to the trouble to pass
the e~aiiiatioai were set aside by the pro-
mtion of another officer. I do not think
that sort of thing is fair. Amongst the
names mentioned are those of Sergeant
Tuohy and Sergeant McDonald. Both those
officers are highly eompetent men, Sergeant
'McDonald having served in every part of the
State. Yet he wns stood aside to permit of
promotion of another. There is room for in-
vestigation into the administration of the
department. I agree with the member for
Freman tle (M.Sleeman) that the trans-
portation of prisoners from Perth to Fre-
mantle leaves room for improvement. Men
charged with offenees, but not yet sent to
trial, are linked up wivth others and taken
front Perth to Fremnantle, largely in the
public gaze. It is an odious humiliation for
innocent men. To me at leas-t it is a dis-
gusting sight to see the "Black Mlaria"
driving about the streets of Perth. I hope
the 'Minister will introduce some reform in
res9pect of the transports thin of prisoners.
We should have a meter caravan that woud
not excite notice as it passed along the
s-treets. I have Eivca attention to the con-
trol of traffic -in the cityv. While sonta
inotorists drive qujite decently, tt'e motor
l-nort tsr- rettinL, co;npletely ot of control.

Mr. Mann: rr is the leniene punisghir-cat
n)dministo'-ed when they amG b~rnwgiat before
t) eanurn.

Mr. MARSHCALL: That his a strong in-
fluence upon them. The positlon is 2cing
from bad to worse. I want to see no other
mnother suffer as my wife dili as the result
of a motor accident. If necessary, an iuk-
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creased number of traffic officers should be
employed to curtail speed in the main streets
of the city.

The Minister for Railways: It is very
difficult when we have not a proper law.

Mr. MARSHALL: Well, the law should
be amended.

The Minister for Railways: It may be
amended before long.

Mr. MARISHAL L: I hope it will be.
As the result of motor accidents in the
city in 1922 seven persons were killed and
68 seriously injured. In 1923 there were
12 killed and 181 injured, and in 1924, or
so much of it as has elapsed, 14 were killed
and 203 seriously injured.

Mr. Teesdale. They are making progress.
Mr. 'MARSHALL: And since the figures

were supplied to me, five or six more have
been killed. The figures 1 have given are
restricted to motor accidents causing fatali-
ties, or at least serious injuries.

Mr. North; Are the figures worse than
in other cities?

Mr. MARSHALL: I have not made any
comparison with other cities?

'Mr. Teesdale: You will find that, pro-
portionately7 they are.

The Minister for Railways: No, they are
not.

Mr. Mann: Even proportionately, our
figures should not be as bad as they are in
London, where the congestion is greater.

The -Minister for Railways: It is just
as bad in Sydney.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not say that we
suffer by comparison with the other Slates,
but I amt satisfied stricter administratioa
would result in obviating many accidents.
If die Eastern States place little value on
humian life, it is no reason why we should
d~o the same. We have all sorts of child
welfare and protection societies to preserve
life, and yet many of our young people are
being killed or maimed by motors. At 6315
on any night in the week mnotor cars may
be seen flashing along Hay-street west to
the danger of human life. A little while
ago the member for Perth and I had just
left this House when a motor cyclist flashed
by, and I am satisfiedl he was travelling
every bit of 45 miles an hour. I asked the
member for Perth whether he had noticed
the cyclist and he replied, "No." He
passed just like a flash. 'No one knows the
power and speed of the big Indian machines
better than do 1, and I say there is no pos-
sible hope of avoiding accidents when riders
travel at snch an unreasonable speed. Afany
motorists handle their machines carefully,
but no penalty can be too great for motor
hop's.

M.%r. Teesdale: It would do good if a few
licenses were winied out for life.

The MT1NISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
requests of the Members for Toodyav and
Avon for additional police at RBencubbin and
Taramin depend upon the Treasurer being
able to provide the necessary funds. During

the past year we have provided additional
protection at Kuhin, Nungariai, Trayning,
%Vouga Hills and Lake Grace, and ink the
coming year it is expected that stations
will he opened at Beneubbin, Tammin,
I'erenjori, Pithara, Dalwallinu, Bayswvater,
Easseuden and Osborne Park. The ques-
tion of supplying accommodation for the
I-olic at those places, must be considered,
and this may mnake a serious demand upon
the Treasury. The member for Perth re-
lerrcd to the traffic office. I aLgrLee that the
position is unsatisfactory. A re-allocation
ot offices is to be wadfe. It was expected
that tl'.e Offices of the 'Metropolitan Water
tKupply in .Inmes-streeet would become avail-
able, but the matter is held uip pending a
report bt the lEngineer-in-Chief. It was
itendtd to proclaim the Weights and Mea-

sures Act and house the staff in James-street
building, and] the traffic officers conld also
have accommodation there. Recently I re-
quested tine Public Service Commissioner to
mnake temporary provision for the traffic
office. Everyone admits that the premises
at present occupied arc inconvenient, un-
.satisfactory and insanitary. The member
for Fremantle referred to water police. The
present staff will not be diminished to any
greater extent, and probably it will be main-
tained at better strength than in the past.
The launch has done excellent service. 'We
want a good police launch, capable of doing
work outside the harbour. The only launch
available at present is the fisheries launch.
Last season about 114 people were rescued
f rout the water by the police launch, and I
think it has done better work on the river
than it could do at Fremantle, where the
risk of serious accident is not so great. The
member for Roebourne mentioned the Table-
lands. I know something happened to the
station there; either it was blown down or
it fell down, and there is now no accommo-
dation for the policeman where the office
"As. However, I have taken no action
to remove the officer from Tablelands.
Several members have referred to the
matter of promotions. Nobody would ex-
pet the Mlinister to go into the merits of
individual cases. In every service only a
certain nnmnher of people can be promoted,
nod tl'.ose who do not receive promotion are
naturally dissatisfied.

Mfr. Hughes: That is a very unfair state.
meat to make. Those men have a jnst
grievance. if yon had consented to an in-
quiiry, they could have proved it.

The MINISTER FOR -T'STICE:. I hope
we shall be able to provide a board similar
to that Provided for the Civil Service.

r.Hughes: You will not make it retro-
speetive.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No
Government could undertake to inquire into
what has happened during the last seven
or eight year&.

'Mr. Davy: Of course not.
The MNIINISTER FOR JVISTiCE: if the

board ensure that no injustice will be done
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anti rectity any injustices that may creep
inl, they will be doinig very wvell.

Mr. Ilughes: Will you do justice in re-
gard to tue senior men who have lost their
seniority?!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
involves the questions of promotion and
monetary reward. It is deba-table whether
n ilidividual, %%ho is put in charge of a
cate and %%hu brings it to a succssful issue ,
should receive a monetary reward on secur-
ing a coinviction.

AMr. Hughes: Is not promotion better than
a niuICtary reward?

[Mr. Lutey resuomed tMe Ghair.]

The MI1NISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
have heard a lot about people nianufactur-
lag evidence, anti if it -were known that
monetary rewards would be paid for convic-
tions, there would be a direct incentive to
secure convictions by any means possible.
On the other hand, there are men who, ovor
a period of years, have given evidence of
special merit, and we have decided, upon
the work they have done, that promotion
or special reward is warranted in their
ease. Instead of giving a monetary reward
tor a special case we have agreed that
their merit shall be recognised by promo-
tion, as was done in the cnse under review.'

Mr. Hughes: You took away the seniority
of men who possessed all these qualifica-
tions.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If a
man line special merit, bow else would one
reognin;o it extrept by giving a monetary
reward or promotion? We do not say that
the otlher officers are incompetent, but it
nyone, by application to duty over a long
spread of years, shows lie is entitled to pro-
motion, what other method can we adopt
of recognising his capabilities?

Mr. Hughes:, Others have merit just as
conspicuous and are just as much entitled to
reward.

Mr. Taylor:. If you did your best for five
vents ther would still be grievances against
your administration.

The MINISTER FOR TUSTICE: No
doubt.

Mr. Taylor: I know what the police force
is.

The IMINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
two officers in question have shown special
merit during the last four or five years, and
it was a quiestion as to how best to recognise
it. Promotion should I-e by merit and not
by seniority alone. The other method of
promotion by seniority is open to grave ob-
jection.

Mr. Hughes: If you had given the other
men a chance to show that they were fully
qualified, you would have found out that
you had been misinformed.

Mr. Davy: You must put the best men on
top in any service.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
the intention of the Government to bring in

legislation for the creation of an appeal
board so that any man in the police force
alto is passed over, may have the right of
appeal to that hoard and have his claims
heard.

Mr. Hughes:- Will you make this suffic-
iently retrospective to cover the cases 1 have
mentioned?.

The MILNISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not know that we can legislate specially for
any particAular cases, but I am prepared that

t he appeal board should deal with any case
that comes within its jurisdiction and to
give effect to whatever decisions it may
arrive at.

Mr. Taylor: If people can get anyone

to bring their eases before Parliament this
will be done no matter what an appeal
board may do.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
*would occur in very few instances. If soein
officer thinks be has been neglected, he can
go bef ore the board, on which he, as an
officer, -will be represented. I see no reason
why the police should not have a board sim-
ilar to that which exists in the ease of the
railways (the wages. staff and the officers),
anlo ecivil servants. The police would be
iepresented on the hoard, and the chair-
man would be an impartial man, and the
department would also be represented,

'Mr. Taylor: Have the police no right
of appeal now?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 'No.
The present system of promotion is unsat-
isfactory. I do not think Parliament wouldl
expect me ats a. Minister to go into the
merits of every case calling for promotion,
following upon the passing of examination.

Mfr. Davy: It would be wrong for you to
do so.

The MINISTER FOR TUSTICE: If I
thought an injustice had been perpetrated
it would be my duty to see that the wrong
wats rectified,

M.%r. Hughes: It is your duty to admin-
ister the department.

'.%r. Taylor: It is not his duty to go into.
details.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:. Tbn'
coat rol of the personnel of the police force
is vested in the Commissioner. The M.Ninis-
ter would he concerned more about matters
of policy. The past policy in regard to pro-
nmotion has turned out unsatisfactorily and
should be superseded. I propose to
do that by creating an appeal hoard
on the lines I have mentioned. Upon
the board arriving at its decision, action
will be taken accordingly.

M.Nr. Taylor: The police are very anxious
that the pensions system should be estab-
lished.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
matter has been considered by the Gov-
erunment. We have to ascertain what the
cost will he. We are contributing about
£3,500 a year to the Police Benefit Fund.
We want to know what it will cost to in.
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dsilute a pensions schleme. If the vast is Dot
too grqoat and the Treasurer will make the
money available, a pensions scheme will be
instituted for the police. The member for
Murehison raised several points connected
with the control at the Traffic Act. It is
di1ficult to secure convictions against per-
sons who are transgressing the laws deal-
ing with the safety of the public. During
the timie the Traffic Act was going through
thle House, we were inundated with corres-
pondence, circulars, and dodgers, from the
Automobile Club and other interested bodies,
protesting against the restrictions. All we
said in the Act was that it has to be proved
that a person is travelling at a speed that is
dangerous to the public. It is difficult to
secure a conviction. If Hay-street w ere
empty, a inan could travel at a rate of 60t
miles an hour along it without endangering
the life of anyone hut his own. To obtain
a comnictiun on the question of speed it is
necessary to hav-e two police constables
stationed at different pmoints armed with
watches to find out what time is occupied
by a car in passing from one point to the
other. When thle police Secure One convic-
tion, the drivers know where they are. Once
a distance between streets has been mieas-
ured out and the police have been stationed
at their corners to catch the motor hog or
the joy-rider or the dangerous driver, the
public get to knov; about it, and will no
longer break the law at those places, so that
all our troublo has gone for nothing. There
is a move cii foot to amend the Traffic Act
this year, and various representatioin have
been madev withi regard to speed limitations.
I do not know what the policy will be, but
consideration is now being givent to tile
matter. It ha% been suiggested that a con-
ference he called between the Automobile
Club, the authorities who control the traffic,'and the Traffice Department, with a view
to arriving at a policy that will
he more satisfactory than the, present one.
There is dilliculty in obtaining convic-
tions, but ntone the less-

AMr. Davy: Very few charges are dis-
missed.

The -MINISTER FOR JU'3TtCE: -- a
number of charges have beten broughlt and
a number of licenses have been altogether
cancelled. Generally speaking, however,
there is no gainsaying that motors travel
ii, Perth streets at a pace dangerous to
the public, though it is difficult to prove
in a court that such is the case. One is
surprised to learn how small is the number
of accidents ascribanble to drivers who
have obtained licenses but recently. The
proportion is considerably less than that
of the accidents due to experienced
drivers. It is not to the man whom tests
would wipe out that accidents are mainly
due, but to the driver of considerable ex-
perieace. Licensing has no particular
effect on the number of accidents. The
member for 'Fremantle referred to the
transport of convicted prisoners from

Perth to Fremantle. Throughout this
State prisoners are conveyed by train in
full view of the public, which I agree is
undesirable. The matter is, however, not
one that comes within my department.
Once a man has been convicted, hie comes
under the Gaols Department. The police
uWe the vehicle known as "'Black
Maria"l whenever possible. When the
Colonial Secretary's Department are asked
to see that the vehicle is used for convey-
ing prisoners from Perth to Fremntle,
they can only reply that no power is
vested in the department with regard to
that matter. The police convey prisoners
from Plerth to Freman tie by train because
that is the only means available to them.

Mr. Sleeman: Get a motor conveyance I
This is a motor age.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 'When
the present vehicle is worn out we shall
get a better vehicle.

Mr. Sleeman: That is good news. The
vehicle looked like breaking up last week.

The MINISTER FORE JUSTICE: A con-
siderable sum was spent on repairing it
recently, and it is expected to lnst for
some time yet. However, if the vehicle
does fall to pieces, consideration will be
given to its suitable replacement.

Air. Sleeman: But not until it falls to
pieces 2

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If the
Police Depzvtznent can provide a suitable
vehicle for taking convicted prisoners
from Perth to Preniantle, they will do so.
However, I do not wish to set one depart-
meat against another in this connection.

Mr. Bleeman : The Police Department
say n~o responsibility rests on themi in the
matter.

Mr. J. H4. Smith - What about the
constable at Greenhushes3

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I take
it that under the system f have outlined
regarding appeals, Consable Ford will
have the same right of appeal as any
other member of the force in the event of
his being passed over for a promotion to
which ho regards himself as entitled.

Mr. H~ughes : f would like a definite
assurance from the Minister that upon the
creationi of thme appeal board-

Mr. Taylor: Are you onl an item? Yon
cannot continue the general discussion.

item-Liquor Inspector, £384:

Mr. DAVY : Very briefly, because of
the lateness of the hoar, I wish to
point out that the position of the
liquor inspector is one of the greatest
importance, having regard to the influence
he can exercise. I sugg-st the Minister
should consider whether the salary award-
ed to the liquor inspector is sufficient.
The inspector can absolutely decide the
fate of licensing applications in this
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State. If there is no Opposition from the
police-which means the licensing inspec-
tore-an. application goes through without
much trouble. It has always seemed to mec
that £384 a year is an inadequate salary
for an officer of such great influence. There
are five inspectors of police drawing £420.
In my opinion the liquor inspector, who is
the head of the liquor inspection branch, is
at least as important, and hass at least as
great responsibilities, as any other police
inspector.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T will
go into the whole question and give it full
consideration.

Mr. MANN: I think this item of liquor
inspector refers to an officer who was taken
over from the State Hotels, and who hall
great experience in testing liquors. My
reference is to Inspector Mcflenry. When
the liquor inspection branch of the Police
Department was established, he was the
only man possessing a knowledge of liquor
inspection; and he has had to coach the
officers now working under him. I do not
know what salary he drew while in the State
Hotels, but in view of the importance of
his present position the salary is inadequate.

Mr. DAVY: I find I was under a mis-
apprehension. The officer I wished to refer
to was the Chief Inspector of Licenses, In-
spector O'Halloran, not the inspector of
liquors.

Itera, Inspectors, £4,437:
Mr. HUGHES: The officers who have

been superseded should have an opportunity
of showing they were efficient and should
not have been overlooked. The board should
have power to inquire into the cases of
officers who have been victimised during the
past few years. It is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to rectify such eases. If the
careers of the men conceraed had been taken
into consideration, senior men would have
been promoted. I was sorry to notice the
attitude of the member for Mt. Margaret.

Mir. Taylor: iou misunderstood mue. I
meant that, no matter how wisely a Minister
might administer his department, there
would always be some dissatisfaction.

Mr. HUGHES: I hope the Minister will
give the men who have been superseded the
right to go before the board and have their
cases investigated. Had one or other of
the senior men been given the opportunity
to carry out the investigations in the case
referred to, they would have succeeded. I
know of one of the most shocking cases of
vietimisation that has occurred within the
past six or seven years, and those circuin-
stances should be reviewed as well.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 1.45 a~m. (Friday).
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.301
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-FRUIT MARKETING
LEGISLATION.

Hon. J. IDUFFELL asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, Is it a fact that the Minister
for Agriculture, in reply to a deputation
of fruit-growers in August last, asking for
an Act to be passed on the lines of the
Queensland Fruit Marketing Act, gave a
definite assurance that he would introduce
a similar Bill, but that there was no pos-
sibility of his doing so during the present
session? 2, If this be correct, are the Gov-
ernment aware that the consequent delay in
bringing forward such a Bill will he disas-
trous to many fruit-prowers in this State
inasmuch as the growers are being ex-
ploited by merchants and speculators?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Yes. 2, No; but it is believed that the
additional knowledge being obtained from
Queensland will more than compensate for
any disadvantage caused by delay.

BILL-INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 22 nd October.

Hon. J. E. DODD (South) [4.351: First
of all I should like to thank the Colonial
Secretary for having had a copy of
the Act placed on each member 's desk.
It is a very wise thing to do, especially
when there are so many amendments. Mr.
Colebatch, as Minister, did it on several
occaisions, and it has been found of great
convenience to members. Anything I may
say on the Bill is entirely uninflnenced byv
any issue other than my own experience ad
convictions. Whatever takes place outside
in respect of the Bill, has nothing to do
with use. I am here to give utterance to
my convictions, the result of my experience
of industrial measures. If there is any-
thing I can do to assist the Minister I
will gladly do it. First of all I will sup-
port the Bill. I agree with most of its
provisions, although there are some with
w~hich I do not agree. In importance the
Bill transcends all other issues we have
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